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What's female beauty but an air divine, 
Through which the mind's all gentle graces 

fhine? 
Thefe, like the fun, irradiate all between ; - 
The body charms becaufe the foul is feen; 
Hence men are often captives of a face, 
They knpw not why, of no peculiar grace. 
Some forms, though bright, no mortal man can 

bear; 
Some none refift, though not exceeding fair. 
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The Jtory of Portia continued. 

WHEN this fubjcft came firft 
under my confideratioa, among 
the many circumftances of ad- 
vantage which, in my opinion, refulted 
evidently from a diligent ufe of it, there 
were none that engaged my attention fo 
clofely, as the happinefs my fair country- 
women were by this means likely to de- 
rive from the conjugal ftate ; in regard 
to which, all the reft may be efteemed as 
little more than a kind of prelude, con- 
fiding however of a great variety of parts, 
that ought to be played over with the ut- 
Vol. II. B raafc 
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moft care and exadtnefs, by way of tuning 
the fevcral infouments, in order to their 
producing that harmony and delight 
which is always to be expe&ed from a 
good concert ; but, on the contrary, 
fhouid this precaution be at any time 
negle&ed, the whole operation to an in- 
telligent ear, muft confequently found lit- 
tle lefs frightful than the hideous, difcor- 
dant yell of cats and dogs. 

Matrimonial happinefs then, on the 
part of the women at leaft, may, I think, 
be very juftly confidered as the propereft 
touchftone to try the intrinfick excellence 
of this my fpecifick ; 1 fay, particularly on 
the part of the women, becaufe the pureft 
gold may fometimes be, as I am afraid it 
too often is, (hamefully adulterated by 
the mixture of bafer metal, and its pro- 
perties, during fuch an heterogeneous con- 
junction, may evidently appear fo far in* 
jured, as to render it, upon trial, great- 
ly inadequate to the true ftandard ; it mud 
be confefied, indeed, that the difciplinc 
of the crucible can perfedtly reftore all its 
native beauty and value again, but this 
generally proves a difagreeable experi- 
ment, and therefore the ufe of my cofme- 
tick, if early and judicioufly applied, may, 
in a great meafure, prevent all the trouble 
* and difficulty of fuch a procefs. 

In 
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In fhort, to drop the allufion here, that, 
fyftem of female education, which im- 
preffes the principles of virtue deeply oa 
the heart, by convincing the undcrftand- 
ing, ac the fame time, both of their necef- 
fity and utility, bids certainly the faireft 
for obtaining fuch a prize, in what how- 
ever is too unjuftly called the lottery of 
wedlock, as is moft likely to infure the 
happinefs abovementioned : but even this 
rule, fuccefsful as ic may prove in gene- 
ral, cannot always be depended upon a* 
infallible •, fince it is fcarcely poffible fcr 
us to be thoroughly allured, otherwile 
than perhaps by woeful experience, that 
the virtue of the men, I mean the redti- 
tude of their conduft in quality of huf- 
bands, is not altogether, as it ought to be, 
in exadt proportion to the goodnefs of 
their understanding : the uncertainty in 
this cafe, it mull be allowed, is fometimes 
the caufe of much infelicity to women of 
the greateft merit, in their choice of 
partners for life ; and fuch indeed it proved 
in an extraordinary degree to the deferv- 
ing Portia, whofe ftory I entered upon in 
the laft chapters but then it mult like- 
wife be allowed, that had this not been 
the cafe, her virtues, which, I believe, 
were as numerous and fhining as ever yec 
adorned the female breaft, could not how- 

B 2 WW 
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ever had an opportunity of appearing o- 
therwife to fo great advantage ; for bright 
as the luftrc of the fined brilliant may 
be, 'tisneverthelefs fuppofed to be height- 
ened dill by the addition of a foil. 

This advantage at leaft we women have 
certainly over the men, that their mifcon- 
duft, whether in the capacity of lovers or 
hufbands, though it can by no means 
countenance, much lefs juftify ours, muft 
however, by way of confolation, be al- 
ways confidered as an additional enfign 
in the triumph of our virtues ; and yet 
the enjoyment of fuch a triumph, flatter- 
ing as it may feem in {peculation, is what 
very few of us, I believe, would originally 
chufe to ftipulate for, in preference to that 
of endeavouring toconftitute their happi- 
nefs jointly with our own : that we are 
Dot more generally fuccefsful in thofe our 
endeavours, is, as 1 have before remark- 
ed, owing, in a very great meafure, to a 
wrong biafs in our education, but not al- 
ways tp this alone, for it will appear from 
the whole detail of Portia's ftory, both as 
maid, and wife, that it is in truth ow- 
ing ibmetimes likewife to th£ want of more 
honour, more tendernefs, and a jufter 
fenfe of their true intereft, in the men, 
as well in the character of lovers, as huf- 
bapds. 

2 When 
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When once a gentleman, by the parti- 
cularity of his behaviour, and great affi- 
duity, has given the ftrongeft proofs of 
his attachment to the fair one whom he 
addrefles, if (he be a woman of ftrift 
virtue and honour, and he fo fortunate as 
to engage her affedion with the approba- 
tion of her friends, he ought by all means 
to be as perfe&ly explicit in the declara- 
tion of his pafiion, as he ought to be ftea- 
dy in preferving the high opinion of her 
that firft infpired it, fuch a prize being 
well worth all his pains ; he is in truth ' 
under a double obligation on this account, 
and fuch as I fhould think, mud by every 
man of true fpirit and good underftartding . 
be always held indifpenfible ; the happi- 
nefs, no lefs than the reputation of one, 
if not of both the parties, may here be 
very deeply concerned, infomuch, that 
the man, who is capable of receding pre- 
cipitately from fuch an engagement, or 
of trifling in fo delicate a conjuncture, ex- 
cept he has the mpft unqueftionable mo- 
tives to juftify his conduct, if he be not 
abfolutely a knave, muft at lead be the 
dupe of his own credulity, and may, in 
either cafe, prove the inftrument of much 
real afflidlion to a woman, perhaps of the 
greateft merit. 

B3 That 
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pertinence, and would only prove a cru&f 
aggravation of her torment. 

But (till her friends had too weighty 
reafons not to diffuade her from infilling 
upon this rcqueft, which however they 
could not as yet venture to reveal to her , 
they therefore allured heri that his phyfi- 
cians had abfolutely forbid it, from their 
apprehenfions that her appearance would 
inevitably occafion fuch agitations in the 
patient, as might be productive of fatal 
confequences, perhaps to both •, fa that m 
this perplexed fituation flie was obliged to 
acquiefce for the prefent, far as it was 
from adminiltering fuchrelief as the dread- 
ful anxiety and perturbation of her mind 
required ; for befides the peculiar confide- 
ration of Machaon's being immediately 
the objeft of her own free choice, he had, 
as I obferved before, been ftrenuoully re- 
commended by her mother, and all the 
reft of her friends, infomuch, that it could 
by no means bethought a weaknefs in her 
to cherifh a paflion for a man of his ap- 
proved merit, with all the ardour, yet 
with all the purity, that love and virtue 
could fugged; and indeed, fo long as flie 
had the leaft reafon to believe him fincere, 
: though unfortunate, Ihe wavered not a fin- 
"gle moment in her affc&ion for him. 

Tradewell 
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Tradewell, it muft be remembered; 
omitted not to revific his friend Machaon 
on the evening of the fame day, in which 
he had been fo dangeroufly wounded, in 
hopes of being able to learn, from his own 
mouth, a more explicit account of his ex- 
traordinary adventure, than he had in the 
morning from his phyficians and domef- 
ticks ; but fo far was he from being in- 
dulged in this favour, that he was pbfi- < 
"tively refufed admiffion into the houfe, 
and obliged to return home without re- 
ceiving any further fatisfaftion, in regard 
to his friend's health, than that be was (6 
extremely ill, that he faw no company j 
this at firft very fenfihly alarmed and cha- 
grined Tradewell, as there had been a long 
intimacy fubfifting between them-, but 
upon refle&ion, it only helped to ftrength- 
en the probability of his former conjec- 
ture, that his diforder muft be that of 
madnefs, which had thus induced his rela- 
tions, and the people about him to aft 
with fuch extraordinary caution and re- 
ferve towards an old friend : however, it 
was his opinion, as well as Lucia's, that 
even the fmalleft hint of this conjedture 
ihould, on no account, be as yet commu- 
nicated to Portia, the prefent ftate of her 
health and fpirits vifibly requiring the qt> 
moft aid that lenitives of .every kind, not 
B 5 cor- 
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corrofives, could paflibly afford ; (he was 
accordingly informed by her brother, thu* 
fomewhat evalively, chat Machaon, to all 
appearance, was not worfe ; that his fe- 
ver was not as yet advanced to the crifis, 
and that his phyficians could undertake to 
pronounce nothing with certainty, till that 
£Vent fhould be known ; but that in the 
xnean time they a&ed with fo much ten- 
dernefs and precaution, as «to diffuade all 
bis friends from defiring to fee him. 
This indeed afforded but very little, if 
x any confolation at all to the highly afflict- 
ed Portia j but her friends were,, for her 
fake, under the fevere neceffity of being 
obliged to temporize with her a little lon- 
ger : her brother fent the next morning, 
as he did likewife for feveral fucceeding 
ones, to enquire after the health of his 
friend, but received no qthewnformation 
from thence, than that Machaon had 
lately given pofitive orders to bis fervants 
that they fhould take in no more meffar 
ges, or deliver any anfwers concerning 
him ; yet Tradewell was far from being 
' irritated at this, as an offence particularly 
levelled at him and his family, againft 
whom, by the way, it was in truth alone 
intended, though they were at that time 
as entirely ignorant thereof, as they were 
wholly unconfipipps pf having deferved 

fuch 
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fuch treatment ; it therefore only difpofed 
him the more fincerely to commiferatc 
the fad misfortune of his friend : how- 
ever, a few days more had elapfed, when 
Tradewell was informed by tome of his 
own fervants t that Machaon muft certain- 
ly be gone out of town, as his houfe was 
now quite (hut up, and fo indeed it 
prov'd * but though this account had all 
the appearance of corroborating ftilh his 
firft opinion, and confequently that Ma- 
chaon might, in all probability, be car* 
ried to fome private mad-houfe out of 
town, both Lucia and he were neyerthe- 
lefs exceffively embarrafled at this feeming- 
ly myfterious behaviour ; and therefore, 
from the palpable contempt that had'be^n ' 
(hewn to their anxiety, and to all their ci- 
vilities, (to fay nothing of the engage- 
ments that were fubfifttng) they determi- 
ned, let the motive of his conduft be 
what it would, to keep the unhappy, but 
innocent Portia no longer in the agonies 
of fufpence, but to difclofe to her by gen- 
tle degrees, as much of this extraordinafy 
procedure as they had hitherto from ctf- 
cumftances been able to penetrate j not 
that their refentment or cenfure fell fo im- 
mediately heavy upon Machaon himfelf, 
whom they ftill fuppofed to be in this de« 
plorabl* diforder, as upon 'thofe of his 
B 6 fiveft&v 
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friends, who had been principally inftru- 
. mental in bringing about this match, and 
had like wife, no doubt, a principal (hare 
in the late fcene of rudenefs and negled 
with which they had all been treated. 

Upon opening the affair therefore to 
Portia, with all the tender concern 
which the fondeft parent and mod affec- 
tionate brother could exprefs, (he feemed 
inclined at firft to treat it merely as a fi- 
peffe, or an expedient ufed by her friends 
to palliate either the fudden death, or in- 
fidelity of her lover * but upon their fo- 
lemn aflurance of the contrary, and upon 
giving her ft ill a more minute account of 
every circumftance they had been able to 
difcover, in relation to the nature of Ma- 
chaon's illnefs, (he became indeed, almoft 
diftra&ed, and feemed, for the prefent, 
to be in fcarcely a lefs wretched condition 
than himfeif ; but when a fufficient inter- 
val of time had in fome meafure recom- 
pofed her agitated fpirits, (he could by 
no means be induced to give abfolute cre- 
dit to the conje&ure of his being fo fud- 
denly feized with madnefs, efpecially as 
her brother, who had now been intimate- 
ly acquainted with- him for many years, 
bad never once obferved in him the leaft 
tendency towards a diforder of this kind, 
nor had ever heard of its being in his 

family*: 
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family : there was one particular indeed, 
which, above all others, had made the 
-deeped impreflion upon her, and chat was 
the exclamation which M&chaon had ut- 
tered, in relation to her having deceived 
both him and her brother, the morning 
in which the latter had vifued him when 
he was firft wounded ; this, (he thought, 
contained fomething too myfterious for 
her to unravel, and yet fomething too 
important to her peace not to attratt htr 
utrhoft attention ; but all her fagacity, 
had it been much greater, might very well 
have failed her in the folution of this enig- 
ma, fince the confcioufnefs of her own 
.innocence had rendered her wholly inac- 
ceffible to the guilt of fuch a charge; 
however, (he was for fome time obliged 
to fubmit to the opinion of her friends, 
though more from her refpeft for their 
.authority and affe&ion, than from an en- 
tire convi&ion in regard to the probability 
of the fa A. 

During this interval, fhe endeavoured 
to conlble herfelf in the beft manner (he 
could i the aids of reafon and religion, as 
they were her firft, fo did they in the 
end prove her infallible refource •, (he 
confidered, if the cafe (hould be in realitv 
what her friends had ftrongly apprehend- 
ed it, that (he was then under the higheft 

obliga- 
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obligations to be particularly thankful to 
providence, chat had thus brought her fo 
fignal, and fo feafonable a deliverance, 
before the irrevocable fiat had been pro- 
nounced, that muft for ever have united 
her to Machaon ; (he had always looked 
upon the deprivation of reafon as the hea- 
vieft misfortune that could befal the per* 
fon fo affliflted, and indeed, as the moft 
roortifyiftg fpe&acle that could poflibly 
ks -exhibited to the view of mankind ; 
her own family, (he knew, had hitherto 
been entirely free from all hereditary dif- 
orders Whatfoever, and (he could not help 
thinking it a peculiar blefling, even in 
the midft of this fcene of her affli&ion, td 
be at any rate prevented from becoming 
„the unhappy mArument of entailing upon 
pofterity fo dreadful a malady as that of 
madnefs *, and, on the other hand, fliould 
the cafe be other wife than as her friends 
had apprehended, yet the unaccountable- 
nefs ot iYIachaon's behaviour towards her, 
his abfence from, and total negledk of 
her, and all her family for the fpace of 
many weeks, without fo much as attempt- 
ing an apology, could norbut fill her with 
fuch uneafy apprehenfions, . as mull ne- 
ceffarily excite her refentment, in the 
fame degree that it alarmed her affedfcion, 

confi- 
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confidcring the critical fituatiori io which 
they had lately been engaged. • 

Having therefore* brought herfclf « by 
degrees to confider this affair, on both 
fides, in the light wherein I have now re* 
prefented it, (he at length appeared fome- 
what more tranquil and compofed, tho* 
ftill very deeply deje&ed ; but the great 
docility of her own difpofuion co-operat- 
ed efe&ually on this - occafion, with the 
excellent education (he had received, that 
had early and faithfully inftru&ed her how 
to make every tumultuous, and every dis- 
orderly paffion wifely fubfervient to the 
difcipline of reafon : this conflidt, how- 
ever, was fo manifeftly at the expence of 
her health and peace of mind, that, a 
change of air being thought abfolutely 
ncceffary, (he retired for the prefehc with 
her mother into the country, where (he 
remained, till time and propm affiftance 
had at leaft reftored her health of body, 
and in a great meafure likewife re-inftat- 
ed her in the accuftomed chearfulnefs of 
her difpofuion *, but what contributed 
mod eflcntially to facilitate the latter wds, 
as I hinted before, the contempt which 
naturally arofe from her own refleftions, 
on the flagrant ingratitude and incivility 
of Machaon, from whom they had not 
heard a fingle fy liable fuice the firft mo- 
ment 
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ment of his being taken ill ; there Teemed 
indeed to be as yet a poflibility that he 
was not altogether in fault, and that his 
behaviour might perhaps be placed, in 
part at lead, to the account of his rela- 
tions and friends ; and this bare poflibi- 
lity the faithful, the affectionate Portia 
would often endeavour to improve into 
the higheft degree of probability ; but 
then, fuppofing him not to be in the un- 
happy diforder which was at firft conjec- 
tured, when (he confidered, in that cafe, 
how intirely he was mafter of his 'own 
conduft; and yet how ftrongly appear- 
ances were againft him, (he could nof, 
confidently with prudence or felf-love, 
retain one mitigating fentiment in his fa- 
vour, but ftrove, as much as (he poflibly 
cotild, to forget him quite. 

Things feemed thtrs to be proceeding 
by degrees into thrir former calm and 
happy (ituation again, when, in a few 
days after Lucia and Portia had returned 
to town, they were fitting together one 
morning, and their fcrvants informed 
rthem that a perfon 1iad brought a letter, 
which, he faid, he mud deliver into Lu- 
cia's own hands, who immediately order- 
ed him to be admitted, and on a (king 
* from whom he had brought the letter, 
the meffenger replied, that the contents 

would 
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would inform her, for he could not, and 
then haftily retired ; upon opening the 
.packet, (he found one addreffed to herfelf, 
with another enclofed for Portia. That to 
herfelf was couched in the following 
words. 

To LUCIA. 
" Madam, 

ci W HILE * had an y reafon t( * 

" V V flatter myfelf with the hopes of 
" gaining your lovely daughter's affec- 

-" tion, I confefsj it was the firft wifti of 
cc my hearr, and the darling objed of all 
" my ambition ; nor am I infcnfible, that 

: * c while I was endeavouring to accom- 
c< plifli this favourite point, I had both 
<4 the honour and the happinefs of meet- 
" ing with your approbation, for which 
" you juftly merit my moft grateful ac- 
c< knowledgments ; but alas ! Madam, 
<c notwithstanding this peculiar advan- 
" ^ a gCf 1 now find myfelf obliged to re- 
" linqiiifh all my fondeft hopes of fell- < 
ci city, fince I am convinced (though too 
" late, I fear, to recover my peace of 
" mind) that thefe fond hopes have all 
" been raifed by your goodnefs only. 

" It was indeed to Portia's love I would 
•* have been chiefly indebted for the blef- 

" fwg 
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" fing of calling her mine ; but as events 
" of this nature are not always in our own 
" power, I carefully avoid all upbraid- 
" ings; and the right, which you once 
" fo obligingly gave me, I now beg leave 
<c to transfer, (though heaven knows 
4< with what relu&ance) to fome more 
" fuccefsful rival, whofe fuperior merit, 
" I doubt not, but you will readily ap- 
<c prove of, fince the lovely Portia has fo 
€< judicioufly diftinguifhed it : for me, I 
" am reduced to the deplorable rcfolution 
" of quitting my native country, to a- 
" void, as well the odious circumftance 
" of being in any degree an obftacie to 
" her happinefs, as that of being a-jjiore 
"immediate witnefs to the confumenate 
" mifery of, Madam, 

/« Your faithful, but extremely 

" Unfortunate humble fervant, 

"MACHA'ON*' 

That to Portia was as follows : 

To PORTIA. 

" Madam, 

" QINCE fate has deprived me of the 

" C3 only felicity I prized in this world, 

M that of contributing to yours, Ichear* 

« fully 
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f< fully cxpofe my life, not left as afacri- 
44 fice to your peace and cruelty, than as 
44 the only effectual expedient I have now 
* 4 left to rid myfelf of a burden, that I 
44 find is much too grievous to be borne 
44 longer-, it will, however, be fome 
44 confolation to me, even in the article* 
" of death, to flatter myfelf, that this 
44 melancholy, but fincere proof of my 
44 paflion, how ill-fated foever it hath 
" proved in regard to myfelf, may poffi- 
44 bly help to convince you, how ardentlyl 
44 wilhed to promote your happinefs ; 
«* which, alas ! muft now be the employ - 
•* ment of that too fortunate engroffer of 
44 all my Portia's charms. 

44 Since therefore 1 find all hopes of 
" fucceeding in your affe&ion as utterly 
44 impoffible, as is that of living without 
44 you, 1 banifh myfelf for ever from 
" your prefence, in order tofeek that re- 
44 medy in fomefar diftant clime, which, 
44 if adminiltercd here, might perhaps 
" g ive y° u f° m e difquiet by a too late re- 
44 morfe, and unavailing pity for the 
44 highly injured and unhappy 

44 MACHAON." 

The aftonifhment of both the ladies, 
when they had perufed theie extraordinary 

epiftles, 
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epiftles, could fcarcely be equalled by any 
thing-, but the rage and refentment of 
Tradewell, at the high indignity offered 
to his whole family in the perfon of his 
fitter, whom the faithlefs Machaon had 
thus avowedly injured and infulted.; they 
all agreed, it was but too evident, that he 
laid, hold of the late accident which had 
befallen him, (whatever might have been 
the real occafibn thereof) only as a mean 
artifice to break off the match, and fan- 
cied, that they now faw clearly into part of 
the vile fubterfuge at leaft ; for they con- 
cluded, that nothing but the profpeftof a 
Jarger fortune, with fome other lady, 
could have induced him thus ungene- 
roufly and abruptly to defert a woman of 
Portia's acknowledged merit, with whom 
tie had been, to all appearance, as folemnly 
engaged, as the ftrongeft obligations of 
love and honour could extend ; where no- 
thing, but the laft ceremony, was "want- 
ing to render their union indiffoluble : 
that he had lately received fome dangerous 
wounds in a duel, was now out of all dif- 
pute, as Tradewell had been informed by 
the furgeon that attended him ; but from 
whom, or on what account, they could 
as yet by no means penetrate; they were 
indeed ftrongly inclined to believe that it 
might, not improbably, be a deferved 

chaftife- 
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chaftifement for the exercife of his perfi- 
dious talents on fome other believing fe- 
male. 

But be this as it will, Tradewell deter- 
mined to make him feel likewife the dire 
effedts of his vengeance, and to that pur- 
pofe went inftantly to find him out; but 
a few days before the delivery of his letters 
he had actually decamped, according to 
their import, in order to vific fome fo- 
reign region, and intended, as Tradewell 
had learned from one of his acquaintance, 
to continue abroad for a confiderable 
time, by which means, the profpedt of 
fatisfadtion for the prefent was entirely loll. 

Upon a deliberate review therefore of 
this whole procedure, both Lucia and 
Tradewell, as foon as their paflion had a 
little fubfided, feemed to hold in the ut- 
moft contempt, the man that could be 
capable of adting fo bafe a part ; and yet 
with no other end in view, as appeared 
to them, than ttarely that of making a mod 
deferving young lady unhappy, who had 
never injured him, or indeed any other 
perfon : fuch an adfcion, though it carries 
in appearance all the contrivance of a 
knave, can furely in fadt afford matter of 
triumph to nothing higher in underftand- 
ing than a fool. 

Portia, 
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Portia, it muft be owned, could not 
help feeling at firit a more fedate refent- 
ment agaiaft him, and that in proportion 
to the degree of tendcrnefs which (he had 
once entertained in his favour •, but (he 
felt at the fame time the inexpreflible fa- 
tisfadtion of knowing, as well the purity, 
of her own actions, as that of her inten- 
tions; and this, as it greatly mitigated 
her indignation, fo did it -likewife foon 
reftore that tranquility of mind, which 
fhe had for fome time been deprived of, 
by her anxious apprehenfions for Ma- 
chaon's fatety, fo long as fhe had any rea- 
fon to fuppofe that he was faithful. She 
was very confident, that all who knew her 
would readily join in throwing the whole* 
calumny upon the bafe deceiver •, becaufe 
no woman could pofllbly be more nicely 
drift in point of conduct than (he herfelf 
had always .been ; her own conference 
therefore, together with the opinion of 
her friends, having thus fairly acquitted 
her, (he hoped, and with great juftice, 
that the world would do fo too ; for as 
thefe are two fupreme courts, before 
which every body muft at one time or o- 
ther appear, however fecure of a verdift 
in her own favour, (he might pofllbly 
think herfelf in the former, (he yet by no 
means negle&ed the approbation of the 

latter, 



< *3 > 

latter, having frequently pbferved, that a 
contempt of reputation did but too gene- 
rally le?d by degrees to an abfolute con- 
tempt of virtue. 



CHAP, II. 

Continuation of Portia's fiory \ comparifon, 
between her conduct and that of the pre- 
fent race of young women of fafbion : in 
what particular the latter may be thought 

" to refemble the ladies of Sparta : the au- 
thor efs- here takes an opportunity of recom- 
mending to the confederation of her fair 
readers, tbfvafl advantage of putting al- 
ways a proper value upon their own 
charms \ whicb % fbe thinks, can never be 
accomplifhed by expojing tbemfelves too 
frequently to publick view •, one main end 
pf her cofmetick is to prevent this, Jinct o- ..■ 
therwife, beauty muft inevitably become, 
too cheap and contemptible: Portia's ex- 
ample is Jtrenuoitfly recommended on this 
eccafton, as fie was a perfect miftrefs of 
/he whole Jeer et of the grand cofmetick : 
her fiory, which helps to illuftrate this, 
proceeds on to the celebration of her nuptials. 

I Believe it will hardly be denied, that 
Portia's whole conduft, particularly in 
regard to the interefting event recited in 
# tta 
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the lad chapter, (though it was indeed 
the firft of the kind that Ihe had ever been 
engaged in) deferved at leaft the appro-, 
bation of all the judging part of her own 
fex ; 'tis true, (he foon feemed to acqui- 
efce under the difappointment of a lover, 
who, before the appearance of his perfidy, 
was indeed extremely dear to her; and 
yet the latter part of his behaviour had 
fomething in it fo dark and rnyfterious, 
and at the fame time fo totally different 
from the former, that it would almoft 
have induced any woman of lefs fenfibi- 
lity and penetration than Portia was mif- 
trefs of, to have fufpended her refentment 
for a while, in hopes of coming to fuch 
an ecclaircifmenr, as might perhaps have 
eftabliftied a perfeft reconciliation, efpeci- 
ally when it is confidered, that this Teem- 
ing acquiefcence in her was by no means 
the effeft of' her want of paffion ; for that 
ihe had felt a more than common tender- 
nefs for the ungenerous Machaon, neither 
honour, nor good fenfe, nor yet the ftrifteft 
rules of female nicety, in the crifis of fo 
near an union, could with reafon oblige 
her to difown ; and that (he ftill felt the 
6me, in no fmall degree, notwithftand- 
mg the ftrong proofs me had received of 
his ingratitude, was, in fa£l, but too true ; 
altho*, in obedience to the dictates of vir- 
tue 
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We and prudence, ihe hefitated not to 
make an ibfokite Sacrifice of this paffion, 
at a time when it iftas manrfeftly xo the 

Erejudice of her health and peace of mind : 
ut In her the Seeds of virtue and difcre- 
tion had early been implanted, as in the 
happieft foil, the due culture and improve- 
ment whereof had been attended to with 
jk> Icfa induftry *han lhccefs. 

Such was the* manner of her education, 
abfurd and inelegant as it may at this day 
appear ; nor was fhe upon that account 
left, but far . imore eminently qualified to 
acquit herfeif with true fortitude and great- 
neft t>f mind, than even her illuftrious 
name fake* the celebrated wife of Brutus, 
the bare profped of fame in this world, 
immortal' as the latter vainly thought it, 
(fuch being the credulity of the human 
.mind unenlightened by fuperior wifdom) 
was confequently thought by her a fuffici- 
ent motive to undertake the achievement 
of the greateft things, to p raft ice felf- 
denial, and bear the mod excruciating pains 
without a murmur ; whereas to the for"- 
•mer, the profpedt of a crown immortal, 
of a crown celeftial, avouched upon un- 
deniable authority, could only be the ade- 
quate reward of virtue and true religion. 

How different' from this is the prefent 

turn of female education ? the virtue of 

Vol. II. C ni&w{ 
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many Greek and Roman ladies was cdti- 
fefledly tranfeendent ; and though its mo* 
tiYej on comparifon, fell infinitely fhort of 
.ours, yet (till it was amiable, and highly 
animated beauty ; which, by the way, fully 
evinces the utility of my cofmetic ; how 
strong and exemplary does it appear, even 
in its tranfmiffion .to pofterrty ;;how em- 
phatically does' it extort our imitation ? the 
finilhed females; of the prefent ag$ feem 
indeed, in one refpeft at leaft, to be bred 
up greatly in the Spartan tafte •, that, I 
mean, of being quite fearlefs * with this 
-additional improvement howeirer t of fear- 
ing not even indecency, no : nor infamy it- 
ielf; fo that they as far exceed: the Gre- 
cian model, on the wrong fide, as they 
feem ambitious of keeping fhort of it; -oh 
the right ; for the celebrated intrepidity of 
thole Spartan dames was, in truth, not lefs 
an. abfaluce freedom from all immorality 
and vice, and particularly from every con- 
fcious violation of modefty, than it. was, 
from the abjedfc Slavery of all imaginary- 
terrors, which are fo apt to weaken and 
debafe the mind ; whereas, among our 
modern heroines, thisidccenteftablifhment 
feems to be totally inverted, ; 

That ftrange faftiion indeed* w hich we have 
been told, prevailed fo univerfally among 
the Lacedemonian* ladies, of having eer- 

.) .*./v'tain 
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tain (mall apertures in various parts cf 
their upper garments, if faithfully re- 
ported, is, I confefs, judly liable to the 
fevered cenfure ; but I have lately been 
informed by a gentleman, who is both a 
learned antiquarian and judicious hifto- 
rian, that this fa& hath been vilely exag- 
gerated, arid that the fa (h ion, thus mif- 
reprefented, had its original rife, much 
more unquedionably, from the neceffity 
of the climate, which, for the mod parr, 
is intolerably hot, than either from any 
fettled defign to encourage an unguarded 
licentioufnefs in attire, or even from the 
ridiculous vanity, • fo common among 
ourfelves, of exhibiting perhaps a tranfi- 
ent glimpfe of an elegant, and finely pro- 
portioned limb : but fuppofing this lad 
circumftance to be the. real motive for in- 
troducing that whimfical fafhion amongft 
the Spartan fair, will it not dill be thought 
more confident with modedy and true 
delicacy, than the impolitick, not to fay 
indecent, practice of unmercifully difplay- 
ing too much at once. 

If the Spartan ladies, and particularly 
the married ones, had fo fcrupulous a re- 
gard to decency, that, next to the a&ual 
violation of their chaftiiy, appearing a- 
broad unveiled was always confidered as 
the mod heinous offence they could pofli- 
C 2 Biy 
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bly commit again ft it, what judgment id 
to be found of the prefent race, both of 
virgins and matrons amongft ourfelves ? 
•who feem to think it highly abfurd that 
tiny thing, but uglinefs or fhamc, fhould 
now be muffled up in a veil : the diffe- 
rence of climates is, no doubt, very con- 
fiderable ; yet, notwithftanding the al- 
lowance that is to be made for the extra- . 
ordinary degree of Warmth which pre- 
vails in fome, I fhould^ however think it 
hardly powerful enough to produce uni- 
versally fuch an effeft on the conflitutions 
of the inhabitants, as might be able to 
fubvert and deftroy the laws of decency, 
which are founded in reafon, which ought 
to fubfift, and which always have fub- 
fifted, at lead in all civilized countries : 
in thofe of the eaft particularly, we find 
the ule of the veil to have obtained even 
fo early as in the days of Abraham ; and 
not without a view to the true Emolu- 
ment of the fex in general, but more , 
cfpecially ftill to that of beauty ; for 
Abimelech thought he could not pay a 
higher compliment to the extraordinary 
beauty of Sarah, than by prefenting her 
with a veil > though it mud be confefied, 
that it was at the fame time a fevere re- 
proof for her want of caution in ven- 
turing abroad without one. 

But 
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But whatever allowance, on account of 
climate, may poflibly be made for the 
ladies of the eaft, in regard to the negli- 
gence and loofcnefs of their apparel* 
furely thofe of the northern regions can 
hardly expeft to be comprehended withia 
the privilege of fuch an allowance ; and 
we, in England, I think, as little as any 
of the reft, who are fubjeft to fo unac- 
countable a variety and uncertainty in our 
atmofphcrej.yet, fo ftrongis our propen- 
fity for admiration, that we nevertheless 
go on to expofe our fc Ives, without the 
lead rcftraint, to all the inclemency of 
fuch a climate, and, what is ftill more fa- 
tal, to the very contempt of thofe by 
whom we would be admired ; nay by far 
the greateft number of us are now grown 
fo intrepid, as to dare to let the world fee, 
that we have no charms y and yet very 
few of us, I believe, can in the event, 
boaft with truth, that the profufenefs of 
our fincerity, upon this occafion, is able 
to apologize effe&uaUy for fo deplorable 
a defeft. 

Thofe indeed, who haply come under 
die denomination of beauties, would feem, 
by their conduit, to perfuade the world 
to look upon decency, if at all as a vir- 
tue, yet only fit to be pradifed by the 
frightful and the vulgar % an unlimited 
C 3 ftwSayef* 
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rindes in fcarcity, SviH frill retairl it jtoefti- 
mable value. 

But fays the flippant nymph* by folly, 
rendered far lefs fair than natwe had in- 
tended her, of what conference,* pray- 
then, is- beauty, if it is not to be feen i 
furely the diamond san never difplay it$> 
luftre in the mine * true, ndr is it dug up* 
andpoiUhed with fuchincrediMelabourand 
expence, to be proftituted on every flail, 
or vilely hawked about in ewxy* pedlar'* 
box-, when vmue and *wifHom are thtf 
guardians of beauty, It's charms will art- 
ways command reverence > as well as love \ 
it never can be then- improperly expofed 
to view \ whenever it appears, unabated 
admiration becomes the witling tribute 6$ 
every fpe&ator ; not- vanity it's trfugftjrfv 
though it's power proves invincibJef^MJl 
it's fuccefs a* rapid as* that of Caefar, wtotv 
became, and faw, and conquered. 

Conqueft, I know, is no lefs the dar- 
ling ambition off us wom«n y than g i»o£ 
the taetf * *<J affoft U* conquer thofe wW 
conquer alf eh ^ world befides ; it is gene- 
ral ly'efteemed by us as the chfef teft 0$ 
beauty * be it fo, but let us not, like our 
enterprifing neighbours, the Frenih, inju~ 
dicioufly make conquefts* at a Vafe ear- 
pence* which either are ftor tenable tffrw- 
J . - : made, 



( 33 ) 
made, or are not worth the keeping : the 
firft conqueft, 1 would recommend to the 
attention of my fair country- women, is 
that over their own hearts, and particular* 
ly over their vanity i fuccefs in this makes 
much a quicker progrefs, than is com* 
monly imagined, towards a conqueft over 
thofe of other people ; it blunts effedtu* 
ally the (lings of envy and ill-nature, and 
foon corrects the too fond propenfmes of 
felf love •, the acquifition or efteem is the 
certain confequence thereof, without whofe 
friendly alliance the whole artillery of fe- 
male charms but operates to little pur-* 
pofe* fince happtaefs hath irreveriibly de* 
creed that love, without efteem, can ne- 
ver pay the full price of beauty. 

By fo complete a conqueft as this, ovei 
our own hearts, how unlovely foever we 
may have appeared before, we are in- 
ftantly veiled with the power of becoming 
all amiable and fair ; and on the contrary,, 
from being by nature's bounty all angc* 
lick before, we 'may, by the negleft of 
this conqueft, become downright difa- 
greeable and frightful : in Qiort, the whole 
fecret of the grand cofmetick .confifts in 
the accomplifoment of this defirable point; 
it's aim being not lefs the improvement 
of happinefs, than it is of beauty ; and 
of this important fecret the amiable Por- 
C 5 ^ 
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tia was indeed a perfeft miftrefs, as I 
hope the fequel of her hiftory will abun- 
dantly confirm, to which I fhall now beg 
my reader's leave to return. 

After the departure of the faithlefs Ma- 
chaon, in the abrupt manner related in 
my laft chapter, the injured, but unre- 
fenting Portia, lived extremely retired for 
near the fpace of two years, and that 
chiefly in the country •, where, added to 
the inftruftive fociety of an excellent mo- 
ther, and a few feledt friends, (he enjoyed 
without interruption all that calm fercnity 
of mind, which fits us beft for contem- 
plation and the relifti of true happinefs : 
but about the expiration of this period, 
fhe was unavoidably obliged to relinqui(h 
her agreeable retreat, by the unexpc&ed 
arrival of her brother Dennis from A m- 
fterdam, who came purpofely to make a 
vifit to his friends in England, and was 
not altogether without hopes of being 
able to obtain Hucia's permiffion, that his 
fitter Portia might accompany him in his 
return thither ; but in this requeft he could 
not fucceed, it being by no means afcheme 
that was agreeable to either of thofe ladies. 

Dennis had, it feems, fome few years 
before, contradted an intimate friendfhip 
with an Englifh gentleman abroad, who, 
at the commencement of their acquain- 
tance. 
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tance, was fecretary to one of the- moft 
lucrative embaffies that is fent from the 
crown of Great* Britain; and as this friend- 
ship of theirs had all along been warmly 
fupported by reciprocal proofs of the 
moft difinterefted benevolence and inte- 
grity, fo did it fubfift at this time in the 
full height of ijts fervour ; which, by the 
way, made no fmall addition to the mo* 
rive of Dennis's prefent vifit : the gen- 
tleman, his friend, whom I (hall call by 
the name of Carelefs, was now fettled in 
London, and pofleffed at this time of two 
very profitable employments under the 
government, befides a handfome paternal 
eftate in the north of England $ fo that 
he lived in affluence and fplendor, and 
received and entertained his old friend 
with no lefs fincerity than elegance : and 
indeed Dennis, even in the immediate ar- 
ticle of his bufinefs, had repeatedly expe- 
rienced the agreeable effe&s of this friend- 
ship •, . for befides other advantages that 
accrued to him from thence, Carelefs had 
interefted himfelf fo fuccefsfully in his 
favour, as to obtain an order that all the 
remittances, which were made on ac- 
count of the embafly before- mentioned, 
as well as on fome others, fhould pafs 
through his hands ; fo that long before 
this particular period, thefe fervices had 
C 6 gjNssw 



(3M 
given Carelcfe many opportunities of be- 
ing well known, and a juft right to be 
treated^ as he was* with peculiar diftinc- 
tion, in the family of Dennis's younger 
brother Charles, the merchant, in Loor 
don; befides the circumftance of his hav- 
ing occafionally had bills of exchange for 
confiderable fums to negotiate with the 
latter. 

The anceftors of Carelefs had, it feems, 
been always remarkable for their ii)viola>- 
ble fidelity and attachment to the true in* 
tereft of their country ; and their defcend- 
Hits valued themfeives not kfs on that ac- 
c\^nt, than for the honour of having de- 
rived their pedigree from the firft fole mo* 
narch of Britain ; the father of Carelefs 
had particularly the honour to command 
a regiment in the fervice of England, as 
likewife that of being a general officer : 
under the auspicious influence therefore of 
16 fair a profpelt of intereft, as all thefe 
flattering cireumftances feemed to exhibit, 
Carelefs, being an only child, added to a 
natural good underftanding all the ufeful, 
as well as ornamental Advantages of a 
liberal education, and moreover, what is 
not very, common among the young 
and gay, an .early and clofe app li c ation 
to bufinefs ; fo that it is not at all won- 
derful that we find him at this time baflt- 
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ing in the fun-fhiae of court-favour : to 
his pcrfon indeed nature feemed to have 
been rather ppof ufely kind, for he had the 
face of an Adonis > he was of the caller 
fize, and perfe&ly well (haped; travel, 
and frequent converfation wkh the polite 
world, had given hint that peculiar eafe 
of planner, and agreeable facility of ad- 
drefs, which, in all civilized nations, fo 
happily characterize the man of faction ; 
he had moreover fucb a fund of wic and 
humour, fo much life and expreffion ia 
bis eyes, that, wherever he appeared, he 
foon became the darling of the fair j none 
of whom, however* had as yet been able 
to iubdue his volatile heart, which tri- 
umphed not a little in the fond perfuafion, 
that the Security of its freedom was alto* 
gether impregnable -, but in this, notwith* 
ftanding the vaft extent of his power 
(tho* he was in truth no coxcomb) he 
happened to be quite miftaken ; as, I may 
venture to affirm, every commander in 
chief of an army, " muft be, who precipi- 
tately hazards the iflue of a battle, before 
he knows the true ftrength of the enemy ; 
for the charming Portia, with whom 
Carelefs had now more frequent opportu- 
nities of converfing, by his repeated vifits 
to her brother Dennis, fhe, I fay, foon 
convinced this redoubted hero, that the 
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impregnable fortrefs of his heart was in 
fome danger ; and that the higheft flights 
of wit and humour/ together with the 
whole parade of perfonal accomplifhments, 
can no more fecure the envied owner from 
the (hafts of love, than the higheft ho- 
nours, and the greatelt affluence, can 
from thofe of death at the appointed 
hour. 

In (hort, Portia had irrevocably capti- 
vated this roving fwain, who would glad- 
ly now have facrificed to her fmiles his fo 
much boafted liberty ; but the ingratitude 
and indignity, with which (he had been 
treated by the ungenerous Machaon, rofe 
fre(h in her remembrance, and deterred 
her from liftening to the addrefles of 
Carelefs with that complacency and at- 
tention, which perhaps (he otherwife might 
have done, as (he confefled it impoffible, 
that any woman could be wholly infenfi- 
ble of his merit. In this ftate of uncer- 
tainty, therefore, he applied to the good 
offices of his friend Dennis, whom he had 
long before made the confident of his paf- 
fion, and who indeed had interefted him- 
felf in the fuccefs thereof with all imagi- 
nable ardour and fincerity ; yet he could 
not, at the fame time, but greatly ap- 
plaud his fifter, for the caution and pru- 
dence which (he determined to make the 

invariable 
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invariable rule of every part of her con- 
duit ; fo that his advice to Carelefs was, 
by na means td prefs the affair too warm- 
ly, but to leave it to time, and the affi- 
duity of his pafiion, to bring about the 
full completion of his wifhes ; which, 
according to his obfervation, was not to 
be defpaired of, as Carelefs was affured 
of always meeting with the mod polite 
reception in his brother's family. 

The hoiife of Tradewell, efpecially 
whenever Lucia and Portia were in town, 
was the well known refort of many of 
the eminently wife and virtuous of both 
fexes ; hither they came, as to a kind of 
academy, to improve and entertain each 
other, but never by the propagation of 
fcandal or vanity ; Portia was indeed not 
like the generality of her own fex, vain, 
trifling, and anxioofly induftrious to lay 
fnares for new lovers ; was the affedtion 
of one man of merit to be obtained upon 
no other terms thanthefe, I am fatisfied, 
fhe would have continued fingle for her 
whole life ; fhe felt without doubt, and 
that in no fmall degree, the tafte for 
amufements, which is fo natural to all 
young people, but then fhe had acquired 
the happy art of indulging her's only 
with foch as were rational, innocent at 
leaft, if not highly inftru&ive 5 for o- 
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therwtte, ro her, they ceafcd to be amofe- 
ment** chat of coavertarioa. amongft a 
few Jcnfibie friends was always her firft 
choice, and iuch as afforded her more real 
gratification, than ail the vain parade of 
an aficmbly, or the tumultuous riot of a 
ball ; in the former there was Jbcnetbing 
thac (he might always appropriate, forpc- 
thing to carry off from thence as her own \ 
from the latter nothing, in fa&, but dif- 
guft and fatigue ; except indeed, that the 
being immoderately ftared at by one fex»- 
and as immoderately envied on that ac- 
count by the other, may be cfteemed, and 
I cannot help thinking, that it too fre- 
quently is by a multitude of women, as 
the mod fupreme of all amufements. 

But this would have given Portia ra- 
ther exquifite pain than pleafure ; nor was 
(he under a neceflity of trying the fuccefs 
of an experiment, fo thoroughly difagree- 
ttble to herfelf, how flattering foever the 
view, with which it is undertaken, may 
generally be imagined ; for though ail 
who law her, as certainly found fomething 
\\\ her to admire ; yet, without being ex-. 
}vtc\l to the probable ill confequeacrs of 
*'l v iutt£ at public k and promiscuous ac- 
iv>:arAM\ the hid the happrneis cf £ad- 
t/.tx a wi:<wim h\*:iug£ paid to her durais, 
t l ;W t-k***e tf cuvu^ aU ha hours* ui- 
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tended for amufement, moft agreeably en- 
gaged, either at home, or ac fotne friend's 
tfoufe* in the fociecy of people, if not of 
the firft quality, at lead, of the firft me- 
rit, whole approbation, as ftie was con- 
vinced that it was not lefs the refult of 
fincerity than judgment, made always her 
higheft pleafure -, and from this appro- 
bation it is, as well as from my own know- 
ledge of its being juftly founded, that I 
venture to pronounce the following lines 
of Milton, as not inapplicable to the 
character of my ever honoured, and much 
admired friend. 

Wifdom in difcourfe with her 
Lofesdifcountenanced, and likefolly (hews* 
Authority and reafon on her wait, 
As one intended firft, not after made 
Dccafionaffy * and to confummate all, 
Greatnefs of mind, and noblenefs their 

feat 
Build in her lovelieft, and create an awe 
About her, as a guartf angelick placed. 

But Portia's prefent fcene of happinefs, 
great as it was, or indeed that of any 
other young lady, in her fuuation, could 
hardly be thought perfeft, fo long as any 
material circumftancc was wanting to in- 
cteafe it, that might be reafonably in her 
own power ta fupply ; and by this cir- 

cumftance 
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cumftance, my readers will eafily com~ 
prehend, I mean that tender intercourfe 
of mutual Love and friendship, that re^ 
fults from the willing and inseparable 
union of two fond hearts in the conjugal 
ftate i which, without all doubt, from its 
peculiar variety of endearing refources, 
was originally intended to conftitute our 
higheft felicity in this world ; and which, 
when judicioufly engaged in, will, 1 be- 
lieve, even in the prefent pious tim*s, be 
generally allowed to anfwer that defirable 
end, more effe&ually than any other 
fcheme is capable of doing ; as.no woman 
therefore could, by the ftrength of fupe- 
rior judgment, be more thoroughly con-> 
vinced of this truth, than was the amia- 
ble Portia, fo no wortian, 1 1 beljev^ cvei 8 
exerted greater fortitude, in ma&ing ey^tjit 
wayward inclination of her ; own fubniif 
implicitly to all its dilates j and I . may 
alfo add, as a further confirmation of her 
title to fuccefs, that few women were tvqr 
more juftly diftinguifhfed for perfonal me- 
rit than herfelf. . . . 

The crifis of her fate however was now. 
near at hand, when it was foon likely to 
appear, how far all her prudence, and all 
her merit,- might be able to fecure that 
felicity which was fo juftly her due.; for. 
Carelefs, in the further profcemioa of his 

fuit, 
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fuit, had a&ed with fo much policy and 
addrcfs, that, by the affiftance of his friend 
Dennis, he effe&ually gained over the 
whole family to his intereft, who ,began 
to con fide r his alliance, not only as un- 
exceptionable, but highly defirable ; while 
Portia, whofe fincerity and opennefs of 
heart was equal to the reft of her virtues, 
being prefled a Mttle by her mother, con- 
feflfed that (he had but one obje&ion to 
the match propofed ; that, in regard to 
the perfon, undcrftanding, and accom- 
plifhments of Carelefs, (he believed, the 
mod critical, or fantaftical of her whole 
fex, could find nothing to condemn •, that 
fhe felt in herfelf as fmall a propenfity to 
avarice, as to ambition, and confequently 
that fhe had nothing to object to him on 
account of fortune j but as her happinefs 
was to depend ftill more eflentially on the 
temper, the principles, and the true cha- 
racter of her hufband, than upon circum- 
ftances feemingly more ftriking, becaufe 
they came more immediately under ob- 
fervation, (he thought it abfolutely necef- 
(ary to acquire as perfeft a knowledge of 
the former as (he poffibly could, before 
(he finally refolved to embark on a voyage 
for life. 

But Carelefs wanted not powerful friends 
to make the moft favourable report of him 

upon 
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Upon this occafion •, he a flu red his beloved 
Portia, that, from the firfi moment of 
his being acquainted with her, which was 
now Upwards of four years, he had in- 
ceffantly fighed for her in fecret j that, 
from the inferior ftate of his fortune at x 
that time, h&defpaired of fuccefs, or he 
had then made her an offering of his 
heart ; and that on the death of his fa- 
ther, and his own preferment, which im- 
mediately enfued, he had firmly intended 
it, but was prevented by being informed 
of her engagement with Machaon, which 
blafted all his hopes of hnppinefs, and 
plunged him into the lowed abyfs of tni- 
fery and defpair j from whence the ftrange 
revolution that afterwards happened in 
that gentleman's heart had alone recovered 
htm, as it gave him an opportunity of 
pleading the unalterable paflion he had: (o 
long entertained for her : he expected not 
abfolute credit, he faid, barely upon his 
own aflertion, but referred her, for the. 
truth of every thing he advanced, to her 
brother Dennis, who had long been the 
confident of his paflion for the lovely Po* 
tia, and whofe affe&ion for her, in every 
thing that regarded her true happinefs, 
fhould be confidered as a fufficient fecu- 
rity againft the apprehenfion of any un- * 
merited favour, or partiality, that his 

friendship 
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friendfhip for Careiefs coold poffibly in* 
dine hbn to fhew, on fo important a* 
©ccafion ; more efpecially as his integrity 
was always known to be without die leaft 
blemifti. 

This candid behaviour in Carelefs made 
all Portia's remaining hefitation foon fub* 
fide •, inclination, it muft be confetied* 
pleaded very powerfully in his favour ; 
but (till the confented not to crown his 
wifties, till he had previoufly obtained in 
form the fan&ion of all her friends ap- 
probation to ratify her choice; which, as 
they had for a confiderable time been 
prejudiced in his favour, was fpeedtfy 
-accomplished ; fo that after a fhort inter- 
val allowed for making all the neceflary 
preparations, this agreeable couple were 
at length happily united. 

But here I muft not omit to obferve, for 
fear of being thought deficient in a mat- 
ter of fo great confequence to the true 
emolument of mankind, that the celebra- 
tion of thefe memorable nuptials was per- 
formed in the country, and that all the 
young ladies of Portia's acquaintance af- 
filed at the ceremony, like fo many 
blooming daughters of the fpring, deck- 
ed with every fumptuous ornament that 
could poffibly contribute to the embel • 
liihments of beauty, but far more charm- 
ing 
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ing dill in virgin modcfty arrayed ; all 
ihefe, I fay, accompanied by the virtues 
and the graces, in decent cavalcade, made 
up the lovely Portia's bridal train, and 
ftrewed flowers before her in the way, as 
they condufted her to the temple * thither 
the thrice happy Carelefs, with exalted 
mien, had hailed on before, where Hy- 
men waited to receive their plighted vows ; 
from hence, as foon as the awful ceremony 
was over, the company all adjourned to 
Tradewell's villa, where an entertainment 
was provided for them, equal, in point 
of elegance, as well as profufion,. to his 
large fortune, and calculated not lefs to 
honour the diftinguiflied merit of the wed- 
ded pair, than to promote that chearful- 
nefs and feftive gaiety of heart that ought 
always to reign on fo joyous an occafion. 
At night, in order to render this fcene 
(till more magnificent, a fuperb firework 
was play'd off, in which were exhibited, 
to the great amufement of all the fpe&a- 
tors, feveral curious emblematical figures; 
amongft the reft, particularly that of 
beauty, fupported on one fide by virtue, 
and on the other by wifdom, with true 
-happinefs cloie in the rear, and Cupid in 
the front, prefenting in a fuppliant pof- 
ture a great number of hearts, and his 
whole quiver, in token of abfolutc fub* 

jedtion : 
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je&km : this little group, diftinguifhable 
by the refocdtive enfigns that peculiarly 
chara&erifed each of them, was fo con- 
trived, that*, like the afbeftus, they ap-^ 
peared to be- wholly incapable of being 
confumed by the power of the flames ; 
while numberlefs other female figures, but 
attended by a very different train, viz. by 
coquetry, by vanity, and folly, richer 
dazzled the eyes of the beholders, per- 
haps for the Space of a fingle minute or 
fo, and then vanifhed for ever into fmoke 
and ohlivion ; or, if by the force of fu- 
perior charms they happened to fucceed 
in the : cpnqtieft of a heart, they were yet 
wholly at a lofs how to preferve it, fince 
.difcord, that fpurious brat of felf-love, 
was always fure to aflume the pod of 
happinefs, and blaft irrecoverably the 
whole triumph of beauty. 

After many other ingenious reprefenta- 
tions, in the fame way, the evening, as 
is ufual on fuch occafions, concluded with 
a grand ball, in which the charming Por- 
tia, comparatively with all the other fair 
ones prefent, appeared like Diana among 
her nymphs ; or indeed, to convey dill 
a more lively image of her beauty, ic 
appeared as tranfcendently bright, and 
yet as mild, as the fuperior luftre of the 
moon, in the full height of all its fplen- 
i dor, 
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dor, when compared with the dtfbnt 
Cwiakling of the ftars, :*•;;..',. 



CHAP. in. 

Continuation of Portia's ftcry. 

THE cxqoifitc happiocfs derivable 
from the conjugal union, when vir- 
tue, judgment, and inclination co-operate 
•mutually in both the parties, is much 
cafier to be. imagined, than it can be de- 
scribed, except by thofe who'have tho- 
roughly experienced it* which, it moft 
be conreffed, the couple mentioned ih my 
Jaft chapter did in the higheft degree * 
they, both of them, abounded in what 
' the world allow to be good Senfe, Teemed 
to have confummate virtue, and an in- 
cxhauftible fund of affeftion for each o- 
ther, in fo much that Carekfs, who for 
fome years behaved as the fincere, the 
bofom friend of his beloved Portia, was 
often known, from the fulnefs of a fond 
heart, to repeat* the following fcnpsout 
*>f Milton. 

.■i Nothing 

So much delights me, as thofe graceful afts, 
Thofe thoufand decencies that daily flow 
i from 
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From all her words and aftions, mixed 
with love 

And fweet compliance, which declare un- 
feigned 

Union of minds, or in us both one foul ; 

Harmony to behold in wedded pair. 

This pi&ure, as highly finifhed as it 
appears to be, was neverthelefs the exadfc 
portrait of the amiable Portia •, if her 
beauty and many virtues, while yet in her 
virgin (late, claimed, with any degree of 
juftice, a right to that envied power of 
charming, which (he had acquired, they 
now blazed out to infinitely greater ad- 
vantage, having an additional incentive, 
and, of all others, Turely the moft pow- 
erful in fuch a cafe,, that of being, as it 
were, colle&ed to a point by a ftrong de- 
firc of pleafing the beloved objed, which 
neceflTarily occafioned their operating with 
ftill greater force : and indeed the happy 
Carelefs, as I have juft obferved, was, for 
a confiderable time, fo far from feeming 
inattentive to the true value of fuch a 
bl effing, that ^he rather feemed to be 
ftrongly a&uated, both by affedtion and 
a deep fenfe of honour, to do all the juf- 
tice in his power to the deferving inftru- 
ment thereof; and by confulting her hap- 
pinefs with the tendered affiduity, to con- 

Voi.< II. D vince 
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vince her how fenfible he was that, at the 
fame time, he highly enhanced his own. 

Thus, for foine years, did this enga- 
ging couple go on in a continued courfe 
of virtue and happinefs, induftrioufly re- 
garding even the minuted circumflance, 
which they thought capable of improving 
the latter, provided always, that it was 
found to be ftridtly confident with the 
diftates of the former : with this difpofi- 
tibn they would frequently go into diffe- 
rent companies, that they might return to 
each other with new delight ; where. they. 
were always fure of finding that rational 
-entertainment, that can alone compenfate' 
for the painful attention, and lofs of time, 
which ceremony too often indifpenfibly 
obliges us to beftow on trifles ; but parti- 
cularly, if the fatigues of bufinefs, or any 
of the more untoward occurrences of life, 
from which no condition of mortality is 
wholly exempted, had at any time affe$> 
ed the fpirits of Carelefs, or given him 
even a momentary difcompofure of tem- 
per, he was fure to find, at home, a fo- 
vereign balm for that and every other 
woe, in the fenfible, the endearing foclety 
of his truly affectionate wife ; whofe whole 
behaviour fufficiently convinced him, that 
he was now fully pofiTefied of all the fweets 
domeftic happinefs could yield * for it 
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mufl: be remarked, that Portia's prudence, 
in the management of her houfnold, was 
.not lefs diftinguifliable, than her affe&ion 
for her huiband ; which latter indeed 
brought forth every latent virtue to its 
full maturity. 

Though the eftate which Carelefs in- 
herited from his father was not a great 
one, his whole income, including the ad- 
dition of Portia's fortune, being by no 
means inconfiderable, was however at this 
time fuch as might very well have allow- 
ed them to live, if they chofe it, in all 
that State of Splendor and Difiipation, 
which is now thought fo effentially necef- 
fary towards making a becoming eclat in 
the gay world; but this (he had the wif- 
dom to (lipulateprevioufly againft, being 
perfe£tly inconfiftent, both with her own 
natural difpofition, and, in her prefent fi- 
tuation, with the profpe& of an increafing 
family : as an indulgence in the mere va- 
nities of life made by no means a part of 
her happinefs, flie transferred many of 
thofe expences, that are ufually incurred 
by the fuperior elegance of female tafte, 
to very different ufes L yet to fuch' as 
afforded her, in that way, an infinitely 
greater pleafure, than they other wife pof- 
libly could, viz. to the relief of indigent 
objefts, whom, in proportion to the weight 
D 2 of 



of their affli&ions, (he thought far more 
worthy thereof: but this (he did indeed 
with fo much alacrity, as obliged her to 
difclaim all pretentions to the boafted me- 
rit of that felf-mortification, which is 
fomerimes obferved to be the attendant on 
charitable ads. 

In (hort, in her houfe reigned one con- 
tinued fcene of harmony and peace, yet 
without any of the infipidity of a dead 
calm ; as did likewife that of plenteouf- 
nefs, without any of the fatal confequences 
of too liberal a profufion : whether from 
a higher degree of underftaoding, joined 
to the force of an excellent example, or 
merely from the peculiar favour of for- 
tune, 1 (hall not determine, butfuch was 
the good order, the diligence and fidelity 
of all their domefticks, fo exa&ly punc- 
tual were they in the performance or their 
refpettive duties, and in obferving the 
hours appointed for employment and reft, 
for devotion, repaft, and amufement, that 
this family may juftly be faid to have re- 
iembled fome fmall, but well-regulated 
monarchy, wholly independent within it- 
ielf ; where the wife, like an able firft mi- 
nifter of ftate, of confummate probity and 
wifdom, [if with fuch a treaiure as this 
heaven has yet ever vouchfafed to blefs 
cny of the numerous kingdoms of the 
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earth] in exerting the power, which was 
delegated to her by her hufband, always 
judicioufly tempered (o much lenity with 
rigour, fuch well-proportioned rewards 
with punifhment, as feldom failed to pro- 
mote thereby not only their own mutual 
happinefs, but that alfo of all their do- 
mefticks, without which indeed their own 
would have been cfteemed by them as 
quite imperfeft. 

The great advantages which Portia had 
acquired both from books, and a conftant 
intercourfe and converfation with people 
of fupcrior wifdom and knowledge to her- 
felf, very naturally inclined her to avoid 
all intimate connection with the gay un- 
thinking part of her own fex, as well as 
with the kfs improved, and more immo- 
ral part of the other ; being totally at a 
lofs how to reconcile to the di&ates of 
reafon and prudence the unaccountable, 
but too common practice of trifling away 
time, amidft repeated fcenes of faftiion- 
able follies, which (he obferved to reign 
triumphantly amongft both *, and though 
flie was really pofleffed of every requifite 
to render herfelf extremely agreeable in 
the mod polite afiemblies, yet, for the 
reafon juft affigned, (he often preferred 
the being alone, where, however, (he was 
always employed, but never embarraffed : 
D 3 lrcr 
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her temper, by the conftant exertion of; 
reafon, was all placable and gentle, tho* 
her paflions, if railed, were very ftrong ; 
but then they were to ftridHy guarded, 
that moft of the common accidents of life 
found her always inacceflible to their ar- 
tacks : (he had indeed a ftrength of judg- 
ment far above the common ftandard of 
moft female minds, yet was fhe fo totally 
free from vanity on this account, that it 
might be fa id, with truth, (he was in a 
manner carelefs of fame, or rather, that 
fhe feemed a niggard of her knowledge, 
Except amidft the happy circle of her 
chofen friends, and to them fhe would 
Ihine out in full fplendor. 

She pofleffed too true a greatnefs of 
foul, to fuffer herfelf to be dazzled of 
captivated by the mere external grandeuf 
of what is commonly called high life, or 
ever to bow the knee to any of the fuc- 
cefsful efforts of ambition ; (he looked 
(down on the incorrigible immoralities of 
the great world, with as much detefta- 
tion and contempt, as fhe treated the me- 
rit and good fenfe of thofe, who had per- 
haps little elfe to recommend them, with 
fmgular deference and refpeft : but parti- 
cularly, amongft her many other virtues?, 
fhe never omitted to behave towards her 
inferiors with great affability and condefr 
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cenlion, and ufed to fay, that there was 
a degree of humanity in fo doing which 
(he thought indifpenfible ; that the dif- 
tin&ions of fuperiority, though fometimes 
reifonable, when immediately founded in 
merit, were however, for the moft part, 
merely adventitious and accidental ; and 
often undeferved, though as often confi- 
dently aflumed ; that as virtue alone gave 
true diftindtion and dignity, the condition 
of life, how abjeft foever in which that 
was found, fhould notwithftanding be al- 
ways efteerhed highly refpeftable ; that 
the affability and politenefs, with which 
we ufually addrefs our fuperiors and e- 
quals, has in truth but little merit, in 
comparifon with that we ought to (hew 
towards our inferiors ; it being though a 
kind of voluntary tax on that boafted dif- 
tin&ion, yet fuch, in fa6t, as neceffarily 
prefer ves the very eflence thereof - 9 and 
proves the equity of its being always 
promptly paid ; which pride alone, that 
monftrous offspring of ignorance and 
wealth, refufes to acknowledge : it is in- 
deed, of all other taxes whatfoever, by 
much the Icaftexpenfive, and although if 
cannot be abfolutely demanded, as of 
right, fince it is altogether arbitrary, yec 
ftill it ought to be punctually paid, as a 
fmall, though in fbroe degree a grateful 
D 4 compen- 
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compenfation for the comparative abjeft- 
nefs of an inferior condition ; but efpeci- 
ally, as without the punctual payment 
thereof, all true diftindtion, how cava- 
lierly foever it may be claimed, becomes 
utterly void in itfelf. 

But further (till, abftraft the influence 
of wealth, and how fmall a (hare of dif- 
tindion and refpedt would many of the 
noblefs, whom I could name, be intitled 
to ; and yet, in fadt, money can no more 
purchafe true friendftiip or efteem, which 
are the chief motives of refpedt, than it 
can purchafe love; for attachments of 
this kind, .where virtue, merit, and beau- 
ty, concentre in the fame objedt, are al- 
together involuntary : 'tis true indeed, 
wealth can fometimes procure at Icaft the 
femblance both of love and friendfhip -, 
hut this is often no more than the delu- 
fion of art, and our own felf-love toge- 
ther, the whole force whereof, if once 
deteded, as it very eafily may be, by a 
judicious obferver, is inftantly defiroyed; 
becaufe it is fincerity alone, which con- 
ftitutes the real value of both, that can 
fairly ftand the teft 5 to eftablifh which,, 
befides the neceffity of a length of time, 
merit muft fet off virtue to advantage,- 
in one cafe, as fympathy of inclination 
mult, in the other, before any juft efli- 

mate 
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mate can be found in regard to the fecu* 
rity of either. 

By fuch fentiments as thefe did Portia 
diredt the manner of her behaviour to- 
wards all her fellow- creatures 5 but thefe 
fentiments were derived from (till a high- 
er fource ; they flowed immediately from 
an habitual pra&ice of the chriftian reli- 
gion, from an unalterable convi&ion of 
the reftitude of its principles j for indeed 
(he was, in the jufteft fenfe of the ex- 
predion, truly religious $ without the leaft 
tinfture of fuperftition, on the one hand, 
or enthufiafm on the other ; her piety and 
devotion were rational, and proceeded 
from the molt awful reverence, gratitude, 
and love, for the fupreme being ; and yet 
the confeioufnefs of her owa unblameable 
condudt, whether in the character of 
daughter, wife, mother, or miftrefs of a 
family, never once infpired her with the 
uncharitable pride of cenfuring thofe who 
failed in fome points of their duty ; the 
focial tendemels of her difpofition ever 
fuggefted a ftrong degree of companion 
and allowance for the weaknefs and infir- 
mities of human nature, and where her 
purfe could not be ufeful, her advice, ex- 
ample, and inftru&ion often were. 

In this manner did the life of Carelefs, 
and that of his beloved Portia glide on 
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for fome years, in an uninterrupted ftate 
of harmony and the higheft blifs ; the 
conftant flow of profperity and fuccefs, 
that attended their worldly affairs, ap- 
peared only as the juft reward of all their 
virtues ; in (hort, there feemed to be in 
them but one foul to animate two bodies, 
to highten happinefs, by making it always 
mutual ; by all their real friends they were 
fincerely efteemed, by their children moft 
tenderly beloved and revered, and by their 
domefticks a 1 moft adored ; they were in- 
deed the admiration, if not the envy, of 
every body elfe who knew them : but alas! 
the very beft K:onftituted fyftems of hu- 
man felicity are fometimes obferved to 
prove in (table ; nor am I by any means 
certain, that viciffitudes of this kind are, 
with juftice, always to be efteemed as real 
misfortunes ; fince, otherwife* 'tis not al- 
together improbable, but we might grow 
by degrees into a kind of habitual fecu- 
rity* and an impious forgetfulnefs of that 
bounteous fource, whence all our blef- 
fings flow, and become utterly regardlels 
of all preparation for that inevitable pe- 
riod, which is to be the commencement 
of a (till happier ftate : there feems to be 
interwoven in the very conftitution of hu- 
man nature an unaccountable propenficy 
to wavering and change 5 in fo much that 
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a celebrated French writer has aflerted t 
that men fometimes differ full as much 
from themfelves, as they do from many 
parts of the brute creation ; in regard to 
the abfblute truth of thia affertion, I (hall 
not take upon me to determine, but fo 
. far as it holds good, I humbly apprehend 
the chief reafon thereof to be thi, that 
the p r open fit y in queftion is fuch, as the 
general pra&ice of moral virtue, unfup-» 
ported by a uniform and fteady adhe- 
rence to the chriftian fyftem, is not al- , 
ways fufficiently able to correct. 

Of this indeed the fubfequent conduit 
of Carelefs was an undeniable proof;* 
who, after having fpent feveral years in 
the mod rational fcenes of virtue and true 
happinefs, that this terreftrial globe is 
capable of affording, fell, in a moft un- 
lucky minute, into the acquaintance of a 
perfon, whom I fhall here call lord Vafer ; 
this nobleman wanted neither genius, for- 
tune, nor the peculiar advantage of many 
perfonal accomplifhments to render him- 
felf not only extremely agreeable, but a 
ufeful member of fociety ; yet was he ut- 
terly void of every moral principle, and 
by abufing (hamefully mifemployed thofe 
talents, which might otherwife have ren- 
dered him highly valuable, a bleffing to 
his friends, and a fhining ornament to his 
D 6 coun- 
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country; but alas! he was not only a 
ftranger, but an implacable enemy to all 
religion and moral re&itude * his youth 
had been entirely corrupted by a bad edu- 
cation, he had been early trained up in 
the prompt fchool of pride and folly, 
fpoiled by flattery, and ruined by plea- 
fure •, this unfeafonable freedom from all 
kinds of reftraint firft led him into many 
thoughtlefs amufements, which at laft 
ended in the moft flagrant vices. 

To the wife and good it is a deplora- 
ble, though a very obvious reflexion, to 
obferve how feldom people, in an ele- 
vated fphere of life, are difpofed to fee, 
and acknowledge themfelvesin the wrong; 
a difference in circumftances may without 
doubt fometimes aggravate, or mitigate 
a crime, but this can be in a fmall degree 
only, Cnce the avowed violation of any 
thing fo facred as moral obligation, in- 
difputably renders the prince himfelf cri- 
minal, as well as the beggar ; and,, even 
in the commiflion of the very fame crime, 
often confiderably more fo ; becaufe ig- 
norance mud be admitted as a jufter plea, 
on the part of the latter, than authority 
and power, however uncontrouled, can 
be on that of the former ; efpecially, as 
his example is always of fuch importance, 
that he becomes in a great meafure an- 

fwerable 
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fwerable for* the confequenccs thereof; 
and indeed this rule holds proportionably 
through all ranks and .degrees, from the 
highelt to the lowed of mankind : amongft 
the great therefore, inftead of their at- 
tempting, either by the falfe fpirit of 
haughtinefs and authority tojuftify, on 
the one hand, or by the mean fpirit of 
fubterfuge and evafion to palliate, on the 
other, whatever is palpably wrong, how 
infinitely more noble and generous would 
it be in them, if not to amend abfolutely, 
at leaft to acknowledge ingenuoufly their 
own errors, and, by fo doing, to pre- 
vent in fome degree the fatal efFefts of 
their example * I think, I may almoft 
venture to affirm, that it would be more 
glorious to rife in this manner, than ne- 
ver to have fallen at all •, yet I would by 
no means be underftood to recommend fo 
dangerous an experiment to thofe, who arc 
already eftablifhed in the ways of virtue. 

To pay a voluntary homage to truth, 
even- when it makes againft one's felf, ar- 
gues indeed a mod heroick greatnefs of 
foul •, and yet it is fuppofed to be no more, 
in fadt, than whac every man who has had 
the advantage of a liberal education, and 
would be thought a gentleman, and a 
man of honour is indifpenfibly obliged to ; 
but more efpecially that part of mankind 

amonglt 
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amongft us, who pique theiflfelves fo much 
upon their honour, and look upon it as 
the very quintefcence of all diftin&ion 
from the vulgar > and yet I am afraid that,' 
had there not been a much ftronger prin- 
ciple than all this, to enforce the obliga- 
tion above-mentioned, even the fmall por- 
tion of virtue which now exifts, would 
ftill be confiderably fmaller than it is j for 
the whole force of honour, exclufive of 
this enlivening principle, is found to ope- 
rate, at beft, but very fuperficially, nay 
is fometimes diametrically oppofue to vir- 
tue and common fenfe : the bare empty 
name of high founding titles erf honour, 
without the reality, and the appearance 
of doing things, however immoral in 
themfelves, with a certain grace, makes 
but too frequently an atonement, in the 
opinion of the polite world, for the want 
both of true virtue and honour j for be- 
fides their prevailing biafs to illicit plea- 
sures, the generality of people in high 
life are too apt to confider fincerity, in 
all who approach them, as a breach of 
decorum at lead, if not as a downright 
adl of prefumption ; and often chufe ra- 
ther to forego all the folid advantages of 
true friendlhip, and be flattered by their 
paflions and fycophants to their own de- 

ftru&ion, 
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itru&ion, than fubmit to hear the genu- 
ine voice of reafon and truth. 

Of this clafs was the agreeable, but 
greatly vicious lord Vafer mentioned a- 
bOVe, to whoie account the fall of Care- 
iefs from the paths of virtue, truth and 
honour, and all the tedious fcene of Por- 
tia's bitter woes is wholly to be placed ; 
the friendfhip of this nobleman, if it de- 
ferved to be called by fo facred a name, 
had fomcthing in the appearance of it that 
was too flattering to the vanity and am- 
bition of Carelefs to be eafily refitted, 
by a perfon of his complexion, whofe 
imagination and paffions had greatly the 
advantage of his judgment in point of 
ftrength -, not that he was naturally, or 
habitually addi&ed to any predominant 
vice, but feemed rather, 'till this unhappy 
period, to entertain the jufteft fenfe of 
the force of all moral obligations j but 
alas, this alone was not fufficient ; the 
charms of lord Vafer's converfation, to- 
gether with the cohftant influence of fo 
infeftious an example, by degrees feduced, 
and at laft intirely debauched and corrupt- 
ed him, as had been the unhappy fate of 
many others before him ; from this time 
he bid adieu to all conjugal and parental 
affedtion, and foon (hook off all regard 
to reputation and common decency -, he 

feemed, 



( 64 ) 
feemed, in fhort, irrecoverably reduced 
to the fubje&ion of vice, as if by the 
power of fome extraordinary inchantment j 
indeed it was almoft impoffible for any 
man to efcape the contagion of lord Va- 
fer's vicious fociety, when once within its 
reach, except he had been impregnably 
fortified by the principles of the gofpel, 
which, it is but too plain, was not the 
cafe with Carelefs, and therefore I think, 
we may certainly conclude, that this was 
the fatal rock whereon he fplit : how has 
forrow feized my heart whenever Portia 
was in this part of her ftory ; but the 
more her virtues were tried in the fire of 
affliftion, the more pure, like gold, (he 
ftill emerged from thence. 



T 



C H A P. IV. 

Continuation of Portia's ftory. 

O lofe the affeftion of a man fo 
entirely beloved, as was Carelefs, 
by his faithful and tender Portia, efpeci- 
ally as the whole happinefs of her life de- 
pended on its prefervation, muft have been 
a trial, only fit to exercifefuch virtue and 
fortitude as fhe was miftrefs of: I will 
fuppofe that Carelefs, upon his firft devi- 
ation - 
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ation From a regular courfe of life, might 
not intend to have proceeded jo fuch im- 
moderate lengths of vice as he afterwards 
run into ; nor to have defignedly inflidt- 
ed fo fevere a weight of mifery upon fo 
amiable a woman, and fo excellent a wife •, 
but who, except the ideot, the madman, 
or the knave, can prefume to promife 
himfelf an exemption from the fatal con- 
fequences of aflbciating in bad company ? 
the path which leads to fenfual pleafure is 
always eafy of accefs, and feems as if every 
where ftrewed about with flowers ; thefirft 
advances made therein may poffibly,tothe 
diffolute and thoughtlefs, be highly en- 
gaging and delightful •> but upon a far- 
ther pfogrefs, although the fcene be' 
changed confiderably for the worfe, yet a 
retreat from thence, like that from the 
lion's den, or an enemy's quarter, be- 
comes often extremely difficult and dan- 
gerous ; nay, fuch is the infatuation which 
vice too frequently occafions, that even 
the point of honour is made to confift in 
not receding from thence. 

The time had been, and it was but 
lately elapfed, when Carelefs, had he fpent 
an hour out of the company of his be- 
loved Portia, except when engaged by 
the unavoidable neceflityof bufinefs, would 
fenfibly have regretted it as' a real lofs * 

now 
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now whole days and nights were inconti- 
nently facrificed to the commands of lord 
Vafer, and his profligate companions \ 
but this was not all ; he generally return- 
ed home, after thefe excurfions, extreme- 
ly pecvifh and out of humour, nay fome- 
times morofe, ill-natured, and downright 
abufive •, yet, upon all fuch. occafions, 
Portia received him with her accuftomed 
complacency and gentlenefs of manners, 
for indeed to her he was always truly wel* 
come ; and whatever pangs (he might fe- 
cretly feel from fuch cruel* fucb unge- 
nerous treatment, whether from the ex- 
cefs of her affedion for him, or from the 
flattering hope of melting him into ten- 
dernefs by the mildnefs of her addrcfis 5 
fo it was, that not the leafi trace of re- 
fentment, or upbraiding for fuch injuries* 
ever lowred on her brow, or appeared m 
any part of her behaviour v to avoid every 
pofiible occafion of any thing like a fcene 
of altercation, (he for a considerable time 
made not the leaft enquiry into the pre- 
fent unhappy change in his temper and 
conduct, for fear that it might perhaps 
tend only to irritate him ftill the more y 
Ihe rather endeavoured, in the moft af- 
fedlionate manner, to footh and win him 
over, if pofiible, to his former regularity 
of life, and ferenity of mind, in hopes 

that 



:hat his own good fenfe, after fome inter* 
irals of refle&ion upon his paft errors, 
□light fuccefsfully co-operate with thefe 
her endeavours ; but this alafs was wholly 
without effedt, he was advanced too far 
to be reclaimed, in fo much that every 
engaging, every perfuafive art which the 
llrongeft combination of virtue, beauty, 
fwectriefs of difpofition, and good under- 
ftanding could fugged, were all tried ut- 
terly in vain, the Power of all Portia's 
:harms was now no more. 

Added moreover to the misfortune of 
having' thus irrecoverably loft her huf- 
band's affe&ion, (he was foon obliged to 
experience (till another, and a very fevere 
one too, though perhaps, in her eftima- 
tkm, it was confiderably lefs fo than the 
former ; I* mean the deplorable c6njunc- 
tutt of finding that fhe- was reduced to 
very narrow circumftances for the fubfift- 
wice of herfelf and children, of whom flie 
had now three: it has always been juftly 
remarked, that excefs in point of expence, 
and that ufually beyond the perfon's abi- 
lity who is guilty of it, is the infeparable 
attendant on a vicious courfe of life, and 
fometimes proves likewife one temporal 
punifhment thereof; the extravagance of 
Carelefs afforded a memorable inftance to 
this effed: ; fo long as he continued in a 

courfe 
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courfe of fobriety and virtue, his fortune, 
his reputation, and his happinefs, even 
by his own confeflion, greatly profpered 5 
but fo foon as he had actually ftrayed from 
thence, a dreadful reverfe in each of thefe 
began vifibly to fucceed ; and fuch a con- 
fequence indeed was very naturally to be 
expedted, notwithftanding that the intoxi- 
cation of vice and riotous pleafures may 
for a while obftruft and divert the appre- 
henfion thereof ; from hence it was, that 
the (hameful negledt he was guilty of in 
the execution of thofe employments which 
he held under the government, foon occa- 
Coned his difmiflion from thence *, nor 
could all the intereftof his fad friend lord 
Vafer ever procure his re-eftablifhment 
therein 5 one of the main fprings there- 
fore for the fupply of his extravagance 
being thus cut off, after he had confumed 
'the whole of what Portia-s frugality had 
prudently faved, he foon mortgaged his 
eftate for as much as he could poffibly bor- 
row upon it, which however, as he ftill 
feemed determined not to retrench in the 
free indulgence of his pleafures, lafted but 
a little while. 

Before the commencement of his ac- 
quaintance with the noble peer fo often 
mentioned, notwithftanding that he yearly 
* id up money, he lived in a very genteel 

manner, 
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manner, his table, his furniture and equi- 
page had, all of them, the appearance of 
affluence and tafte ; and this indeed might 
very well be, for his income, as I have 
before obferved, was large ; but his dif- 
burfements on the fcore of illicit plea- 
fures were from that unlucky period ftill 
confiderably more fo* every thing, in 
lhort, wherein prudence (hould have had 
the dire&ion, began now to take a retro* 
gade courfe, which by fwift degrees ren- 
dered him mod ungratefully fordid and 
penurious, where he ought to have been 
the moft generous and kind. 

In the practice of decent oeconomy, 
few women, 1 believe, ever arrived at 
Portia's excellence j none, I will be confi- 
dent to affirm, ever exceeded her v her 
chief motive thereto was good, for it was 
that of charity joined with prudence, by 
no means that of avarice, and her judg- 
ment was in every refpedt equal to fo 
good a motive ; but as (he had not for fo 
many years the lealt reafon to apprehend 
that fo dreadful a vicifficude, as was in 
fad now going to take place, would ever 
fall to her lot, (he was, jiift at the inftant 
of its arrival, the more incapable of 
guarding againft it, and had accordingly 
made no fort of provifion for the confe- 
quences thereof \ for (he would have ef- 
i teemed 
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teemed it as a high breach of truft, to 
have fecretly refei ved to herfejf even fo 
much as the prudence . of her awn fruga- 
lity, after fuch deductions were made from 
thence, as (he thought rqatbnably necef- 
fary for the fervice of the poor ; fhe there- 
fore, at the end of each year, regularly 
prefented the furpLus to her huflmnd, and 
in fo doing perfuaded herfelf, that fhe did 
nothing more than what her duty ftri&ly 
enjoined, very juftly fuppofing that fuch 
favings, properly managed, might in time 
help to increafe the prpvifion to be made 
For younger children ; but in her prefent 
diftrefsful fituation, when a fupply for 
even the common necefiaries of life began 
to be grudgingly dealt out, if not ^wholly 
denied, (he had indeed but very little op- 
portunity to exert her talents in the art of 
oeconomy ^nd gpod management. 

All this, however grievous, fhe pati- 
ently bore without the leaft complaint \ 
but fhe now began to feel another afflic- 
tion, which, to her, was much more.fe- 
vere than any I have as yet mentioned ; 
and yet it was no more than what might* 
have been very confidently expe&ed, from 
the loofe kind of life which Car-clefs had 
for fome time led ; but as (he had never' 
difcovered in him the leaft propenfity, 
but rather a particular averfion, to the 

deftruc- 
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deftru&ive praftice of intemperate drink- 
ing, (he confequently fufpe&ed not, 'till 
it became too notorious -even for her fond 
incredulity, that he could ever be thus 
unhappily (educed : it helped indeed, in 
fome meafure, to account for the other- 
-wife amazing irregularity which'he, who 
before had always been remarkably pru- 
dent and fober, was now fallen into ; and 
who that is once irrevocably tnflaved to 
this almoflr word of all vices (fince it is 
in a great meafure an inlet to all others) 
can prefume to anfwer for what may hap- 
pen ; at leaft till the confeioufnefs of his 
having committed crimes of the deeped 
'hue, fhall perhaps arreft him in fome of 
•his .cooler moments of refle&ion. 

'Tis indeed a very miftaken kind of 
cafuiftry to fuppofe, becaufe a premedi- 
tated intention to a£t wrong may, pofli- 
bly, have no immediate (hare in the pro- 
fligate frolicks of a drunkard, that there- 
fore he is not guilty j the very laws of the 
land have made it otherwife, and in this 
particular they are founded on fuperior 
laws, dn laws of immutable re&itude ; 
fuppofe, a man, who is in poffefiion of 
the full ufe of his reafon, (hould wan- 
tonly take an over dofe of opium, in or- 
der to elude the more effe&ually for a 
time, what he may poflibly think the 
i painful 
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painful impertinence of reflection, and by 
this rafh act fail the vidtim of his own • 
criminal indifcretion *, 1 fay, whatever the 
fate of fuch a perfon may be in the next 
world, though I prefume not even to ima- 
gine, yet certain I am, that in this, were 
our laws always to have their free courfe, 
he muft indifputably be treated as a fili- 
cide ; how much lefs rigoroufly, pray 
then, before the period of diflolution, 
fhould the profeffed drunkard and de- 
bauchee be treated ? who, after having 
abfolutely renounced the ufe of reafon, 
proceeds undauntedly to the deftruftion 
of his health, fame, life, and often to 
that of his family's whole fupport ; for 
if our intentions are at all to be regarded 
in our adtions, as they moft certainly are, 
the guilt of him, who adts wrong by vo- 
luntarily diverting himfelf of the power 
of all intention to ad right, is confefTedly 
equal with that of him who acts inten- 
tionally wrong. 

And this indeed was the ftnhappy cafe 
of Carelefs, who, whenever he happened 
to be invited by the example of his fupe- < 
riors, or fired by the falfe fpirit of Bur- 
gundy and Champaign, was guilty of 
many enormities, that paffed off for the 
time only as fcenes of wit and humour, the 
very thoughts of which he would however 

fliudder 
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:r at when fober; yet wanted refo 
to extricate himfelf from the vile 
' of thofe, who daily involved him 
i labyrinths of wickednefs and folly; 
articular ly from that of the aban- 
peer already mentioned; whofe for- 
being confiderable, together with 
nk, was, no doubt, an extraordi- 
rncouragement, as it was likewife 
be always a fufficient fecurity to in- 
fy the whole company for whatever 
;es they might commit, excepting 
i that of murder, which they.had the 
fortune to avoid, and perhaps the 
inftance of falfe heroifm they left 
lieved. 

: Portia's mod: poignant affii&ion 
from the vifible havock, which (he 
ed to be daily making in the health 
xlefs by his continued fcenes of de- 
cry, and therefore, in a matter of 
I importance to her, as (he prefumed, 
: was by no means inconfiftent with 
ri&eft obligations of her duty, (he 
jth attempted, but in the fofteft and 
pathetic terms imaginable, to ex- 
ate a little with him, and to con- 
him, if yet it was poffible, that the 
rable deftru&ion, as well of foul 
ody, as of reputation and fortune, 
inevitably be the confequence of per- 
E fe- 
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fevering in the riotous courfe of life, where- 
in he had* feeen for fome time paft en- 
gaged j that however indifpenfible, on her 
part, an earlier remonftance of this kind 
may feem to have been, (he had neverthe- 
lefs carefully forborn making fuch, from 
the hopes that, as heaven had blefied him 
with a fuperior underftanding, he would, 
long before this time, have difcovered 
and corredted the fatal errors of his con- 
duit •, that in regard to heffelf, neither 
her affedtion nor her duty would ever fufFer 
her to think amifs of him, much lcfs to 
upbraid or accufe him, on account of any 
injuries which (he -had either already, fuf- 
tained, or might hereafter from his im- 
kihdneftj that to whatever pittance he 
might be pleafed to reduce her and his 
children, (he doubted not of the gracious 
and conftant protection of providence to- 
wards herfelf and them-, nor had (be now 
-prefumed to have offered even thus much, 
had not her extreme tendernefs for him, 
particularly in the prefent ruinous fitua- 
tion of his health, extorted it from her. 

Carelefs, it muft be owned, gave her 
-upon this occafion a very patient and at- 
tentive hearing, infomuch that fhew&s in- 
clined to believe, her fufferings, and the 
delicacy with which (he had concealed 
them from the world, had at laft touched 

his 
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his heaTt; but alas! the cafe was far other- 
wife; his patience proceeded rather from 
a thorough contempt of her, and every 
thing elfe that was good, than from any 
thing like remorfe, or an inclination to 
amendment; for he had long given up the 
reins to paffion and appetite too freely to 
admit of any check or reftraint; reafon 
and judgment were not merely laid afleep, 
but totally difmiffed from all farther at- 
tendance upon him, fo that, in truth, Por- 
tia had not at prefent the lealt foundation 
left even for hope, fave only that imagin- 
ary one, which the. unabated tendernefs 
of her affe&ion for a moft ungrateful huf- 
band ftill fuggeftedto her; and with this, 
forlorn as it was, (he continued to flatter 
herfelf that he might yet be reclaimed; 
but not the lead hint of his unkind beha- 
viour ever once efcaped her lips ; her fuf- 
ferings, though highly grievous, fhe kept 
intirely within her own breaft; (he thought 
if a fubjedt too facrefl to be communicated 
even to a mother's ear ; and that it ill became 
a wife to be the apcufer of her own hufband. 
It moft be acknowledged indeed, that 
fhe had, all this while, the heart-felt coik 
Tolation of knowing her own innocence, 
and that her confeience, upon the ftridteft 
fcrutiny (he could poflibly make into her 
conduft, had fairly acquitted her of hav- 
E 2 Ve^ 



( 7(> ) 

ing deferved even the fmalleft part of all 
the rigorous treatment (he had met with ; 
fo that, had not her affedtion been thus in- 
separably rivetted to her hufband, (he 
might have appeared, in one light, rather 
as the objedt of envy than companion : (he 
was indeed altogether ignorant of thofe 
confolatory principles of ftoicifm, which 
are very fuccefsfully cultivated by fome 
modern wives, who, much to the honour 
both of their invention and refolution, 
have, at all times, their affe&ions fo ab- 
folucely at command, that, although their 
hufbands be, in difpoCtion and condudfc, 
direftly the reverfe of Carelefs, they ne- 
vcrthelefs can, and frequently do, with * 
wonderful facility and compofure, transfer ' 
the fame from them, perhaps to a mon- 
key, a mafquerade, a new love, a party 
at cards, a cordial julep, or fome fuch in- 
fallible reftorative of happinefs ; and this, 
is that fublime fortitude, which fo deferv- 
edly engages the attention and admiration 
of moft of our modern female Hoicks ; 
who muft, it feems, be adtually in the 
ftate of wedlock, as an indifpenfible qua- 
lification for their degree, before they can 
be admitted into this felt* as it is pre- 
fumed, that otherwife they could not have 
had an opportunity of acquiring fufficient 
experience to diftinguifh themlelves, and 

dif- 
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difplay their abilities to the beft advan- 
tage. 

It is the peculiar office of this fame 
ftoical dodtrine to inculcate to its profefiT- 
ors, that their fupreme happinefs is to de- 
pend only on themfelves, and that the 
meafure and degree thereof can alone be 
determined by the fecret feelings of their 
own fairbofoms; accordingly, if all be 
well there, they are to think it utterly in- 
confident with their principles, ever to be 
moved by any thing from without, or to 
fuffer the courfe of their felicity to be dis- 
turbed by any thing fo triffling as conjugal 
or parental affe&ions; fo that although 
they may poffibly love their hufbands, 
and that to no fmali degree, they yet 
can very philofophically Sacrifice that paP 
fion at will, and become inftantly above 
every fenfation of anxiety or pain, that can 
arife from their refentment, indignation, 
or ill ufage:. hence every objedt that ex- 
cites terror, compaflion, or any other dis- 
agreeable emotion in their tender breads, 
is abfolutely to be reje&ed as foreign to 
their fyftemj and on the contrary, every 
object that is capable of communicating 
pleafure, which is their chief good, is as 
eafily adopted into it : their happinefs, 
therefore, being thus wrapped up wholly 
in themfelves* the opinion of the world 
E 3 is 
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fs no otherwife regarded by them, than 
merely as it happens to coincide with their 
own *, they think, io fad, exadtly with the 
philofopher, that the titles and diftindions 
of life, together with the opinion of the 
world, are altogether fuperficial* no more 
than the mere fcenes. of a drama, calcu- 
lated to amufe a mixed multitude*, and 
confequently that none can ftridly be al- 
lowed to aft their parts well, however 
they may perhaps be applauded by the 
audience for fo doing, if their performance 
tends, in any degree, to violate that fu- 
preme blifs, of which themfelves mud al- 
ways be admitted as the propereft judges, 
as they can only be fuppofed to feel it, 

That this however was a fpecies of for-, 
titudeand female heroifm, of which Por-t 
tia had not the 'lead idea, will, I believe, 
very fufficiently appear in the following 
part of her ftory. 



CHAP. V. 

Continuation of forties ftory to the death of 
Carelefs^ withfome occaftonal reflections. 

IT has been remarked from time imme- 
morial, and I think not unjuftly, that 
good fortune, from the flattering expecta- 
tion of its producing certain happinefs, 

has 
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has in all ages been the fupreme goddefs, 
to whom the generality of mankind have 
chiefly paid their adorations ; i am there- 
fore the more apprehenfive that my opi- 
nion may, on that account, appear fome- 
v/hat Angular, when I afiert, that it is ad- 
ver fit y alone, if borne with propriety and 
true magnanimity, which places the gran- 
deur, of the human foul, in it's moft diftin- 
guifhed point of light, and renders the 
real merit of mankind truly confpicuous, 
while profperity tends for the moft part 
but to darken and obfcure it's luftre : this, 
like a faife witnefs, dealing much in mif- 
reprefentation and deception, endeavours 
gradually to invert the natural conftitu- 
tion and fettled order of things, and too 
frequently fucceeds in throwing a fpurious 
glory round the (heltered vice and real 
meannefs of many of it's votaries. 

From hence it is that I deduce the opi- 
nion above- mentioned, an opinion found- 
ed upon long obfervation, and fome (hare 
of experience, and therefore I cannot help 
concluding, that profperity, cfpccialiy 
when abufed, which is but too often the 
cafe, darts forth ftings, that are in fad in- 
finitely (harper than thofe of advcrfity, 
and fuch as put the foul to a much fe- 
veier and more fatal trial ; for profperity, 
E 4 by 
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by attacking the mind fecretly, and as it 
were by almoft imperceptible degrees, 
difarms it effectually of all it's native and 
auxiliary force, infufes into it a poifon by 
fo much the more dangerous, as it is al- 
ways the more fubtle, and leaves it thus 
an eafy prey to the violence of it's own 
paffions: few people, indeed, whom I 
have ever had the honour of knowing, 
how defervedly foever they may be ap- 
plauded for other kinds of merit, have 
yet had heads fufficiently ftrong, and 
hearts at the fame time fufficiently hum* 
ble and humane, to manage profperity as 
they ought ; few of whom, it may be juftly 
faid, they bore their dignity with fo much 
meeknefs: whereas, in truth, adverfity 
a£ts the part of a mod fincere and faithful 
friend, it's intention in the very inflidtion 
of pain being to adminifter comfort ; at 
Jeail, if ever it be a real foe, it is an open 
and a generous one; if it punifhes vice 
and folly, 'tis only becaufe they are the 
avowed enemies of virtue and wifdom, and 
confequently enemies to the true happinefs 
of mankind •, or if it fometimes tries even 
that virtue itfelf, 'tis but in order to make 
it triumph ltill the more : in fhort, like 
an honeft and a fkilful phyfician, it inge- 
nuoufly declares the true ftate of the 
mind's diforder, and prefcribes at the 

fame 
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Tame time an infallible remedy For it, ex- 
cept the patient's obftinacy defeats the 
cure, and defervedly enhances thereby 
his own mifery. 

It was however to a difpofition, in eve- 
ry refpeft the reverfe ot this latter, a- 
dorned with confcious innocence, with re- 
fignation, humility, and meeknefs •, but 
above all, with the great inftruftive truths 
of religion, which Jo emphatically incul- 
cate thefe virtues 5 to this, I fay, it was, 
that Portia was principally indebted for 
whatever confolation (he received under 
the fevere preffure of her prefent injuries, 
which were indeed almoft intolerable, but 
then by patiently fubmitting to the in- 
flicting hand of heaven Ihe fecured in the 
main fuch real advantages, as, without 
doubt, are always intended to be produced 
from thence, yet fuch as can only fall to 
the lot of the truly humble fpirit. 

One unhappy erred: indeed of her af- 
fliction, how heroically foever (he bore it 
other wife, was, th.it by it's preying molt 
feverely upon her health and i'pirits, it be- 
came involuntarily too apparent in her 
countenance to be longer concealed from 
her friends \ this the affectionate Lucia 
had for fome time beheld with much con- 
cern, and had occafionaliy hinted it to her 
daughter, who,, to avoid all further ex- 
£ 5 planation 
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planation upon the fubjeft,. generally chofe 
to turn the difcourfe, and affurcd her 
mother, that (he was perfectly well ; but 
Lucia, obferving that her malady, what- 
ever it was, began of late to increafe ftill 
fader, was now filled with the mod 
alarming apprehenfions, that her daughter 
was falling into an incureable confump- 
tion ; and though I believe no human 
creature ever adored truth more fincerely 
than Portia did, yet rather than Carelefs, 
with all his faults, fhould fuffer in the 
opinion of her friends, fhe (erupted not, 
for the prefent, to let the above .deception 
pafs upon them. 

To thofe, who eftimate the (Irength 
and value of the human underftanding* 
only in proportion to the fuccefs of it's in- 
terefted views, this muft certainly appear 
as an unpardonable weaknefs in Portia ; 
but without attempting to account for it 
by the peculiar foftnefs of her difpolition, 
the tendernefs of her heart, or her unal- 
terable affection for her hufband, I (hall 
beg leave to aflure them that (he was 
gifted, not only with fagacity and judg- 
ment, but with a ftrength of refolution, 
far beyond any other of her fex whom I 
ever was acquainted with ; the truth of 
which aflertion was abundantly confirmed 
by the feverity of her fufferings, and par- 
ticularly 
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ticuiarly by her manner of bearing t'lem. 
The unkind, nay, bafc behaviour of Care- 
lefs towards her would, no doubt, iirthe 
opinion of the world, have juftified a ve- 
ry different conduct on her part ; but (he 
regulated not the fentimenrs of her heart, 
nor the dictates of her confcience, by the 
fashionable, or prevailing opinion of the 
world in fuch cafes ; (he had recourfe to 
a fuperior direction ; 'tis true, the only 
perfon from whom her wrongs proceeded 
was, to his unfpeakable infamy and guilt, 
her hufband ; he was, moreover, the man 
whom (he tenderly and fincerely loved \ 
He treated her with the utmoft ingratitude 
and inhumanity, which, by degrees, ne- 
ceffarily mull, and doubtlefs did, abate 
the ardor of her affeftion ; but (he flill 
confidered him as her hufband, and the 
father of her children, againft whom the 
law of retaliation, in this cafe, or the prac- 
tice of any kind of revenge, notwithlfand- 
ing the numberlefs precedents exhibited by 
the polite world on fuch occalions, was by 
no means to be executed j the tenets of her 
fyftem, however obfolete at pre fen t they 
may feem, did utterly forbid it. 

She wanted not indeed, that quicknefs 

and (e ifibility, in regard to the wrongs (he 

fuftaiied, which fo inftantly impel the 

injured to feek redrefs •, and this it was 

E6 that 
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that gave the keeneft edge, and a redou 
bled force to all her afflictions ; but then 
the folemn vows Ihe plighted at the altar 
were, in her opinion, too facred to admit 
of any relaxation ; the more injurious the 
cruelty of Carelefs appeared to her, and 
the more criminal his infidelity, the lefs 
furely muft it have afforded, to a perfon 
of her difpofition and reftitude of princi- 
ple, an example that was by any means 
proper for her imitation ; and therefore 
Ihe could not help looking upon every 
overture of redrefs, that was to be ob- 
tained at the ftiocking price of publifhing 
her hufband's di (honour, a$ an a£tuai 
violation, in fome degree of thofe her 
nuptial vows, and which, inftead of ad- 
miniftering any relief to her, would cer- 
tainly have proved a high aggravation of 
her fufferings ; fo that in this deplorable 
fituation, patience, fubroiflion, and the 
confcious approbation of her own heart, 
made up the whole of her refource. 

But though (he concealed all this as 
carefully as poffible from every body, and 
particularly from her own family, it can- 
not reafonably be fuppofed, that her bro- 
ther, who lived conftantly in London, 
could be an entire ftranger to it, nor was 
he, for he had, it feems, been faithfully 
and minutely informed, though not a 

great 
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great while before, of all the profligate 
proceedings of Carelefs, yet, for fear of 
fliortening, by the cruel recital, even the 
fmall remaining period of a fond mother's 
life, who was now very far advanced in 
years, he purpofely fiippreffed it for a 
while, and particularly, as he was not 
altogether without hopes, that the advice 
and remonftrances of friends might at 
length recover this man to a fenfe of juf- 
tice f of virtue, and of honour; but alas, 
the certainty of fome accounts which he 
had lately heard had now entirely removed 
every expedition of that kind ; for Care- 
lcfs, when he had riotoufly confumed, a- 
midft the mod diffolute and abandoned of 
both fexes, all the money he could pofli- 
biy raife on his eftate, or borrow from his 
friends, was under a neceflity, as his la ft 
refource, of throwing himfelf wholly up- 
, on ldrd Vafer's protection, whofe beha- 
viour, on this occafion, was indeed a 
faithful reprefentation of the common 
friendfhip of the great, to fuch at leaft of 
their companions in iniquity, as happen 
not to be upon a level with them in point 
of fortune, for except in this laft particular, 
and that of being molt tranfeendently vi- 
cious, Carelefs, it muft be allowed, was in 
every other refpedt greatly lord Vafer's 
fuperior. 

But 
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But friendfhip of this kind, founded 
for the moft part merely in vice, and a 
mutual concurrence in libertine principles, 
as it can only be fupported by the power 
of indulging thefe, fo mull it always ceafe 
with the extinction of that power ; and fo 
indeed it happened here, for when his 
lordfbip found himfelf thus likely to be 
faddled with the incumbrance of an im- 
poverifhed friend, a friend too > reduced 
at this time both to beggary and infamy, 
and that in a manner wholly by his lord- 
ihip's influence and example, he foon de- 
yifed the mod effe&ual means to get rid 
of him at the fmaileft expence to himfelf 
which he poffibly could ; and this he ac- 
compli fhed, by exerting his interefl to pro- 
cure him fome fmall commiffion in one of 
the Engliih regiments which were then 
abroad j for even, this monfter, by the mere 
credit of a large eltate, (till preferved an 
intereft with the higher powers, and what 
is yet more extraordinary, had; the mo- 
defty to receive, as of right, that deference 
and refpeft, which is only due to virtuous 
and honourable characters. , . 

But the diftrefsful condition of Care- 
lefs, and his affairs at this time, no more 
than lord Vafer's great generofity in ta- 
king advantage thereof, would decently 
admit of any expostulation upon the me- 
rit 
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ric of this lingular inftance of his lord- 
(hip's friendftiip ; there was, in ihort, no 
other alternative, either Carelefs muft now 
thankfully comply with this generous pro- 
pofal of his lord (hip, or never more pre* 
fume to fee his face: a ftroke fo unex- 
pe&ed as this, filled Carelefs with the ut- 
mod aftonifhment ; but it inftantly laid 
open to his view, though for the firft time, 
the whole fund of bafenefs and vice that 
occupied lord Vafer's heart, as likewife 
the egregious folly and enormity of his own 
conduit ; and thoroughly convinced him, 
though now alas too late, of the unpar- 
donable vanity of afpiring at the friend- 
ftiip or fociety of our fuperiors, except 
when we have the ftrongeft proofs that 
the bafis thereof is absolutely laid in vir- 
tue : he however had at prefent but very 
littletime allowed him for refledtion, and 
therefore without farther hefuation ac- 
cepted his lordfhip's offer; but then it was, 
intaft, more from a fuddenftartof defpera- 
tion than choice, being covered over with 
confufion and indignation againft the man 
who had firft feduced him from the hap* 
py paths of virtue and honour, to thofe 
of infamy and ruin ; and not only fo, but 
had reduced him likewife from a ftate of 
opulence, to the fad neceffity of being now 

meanly 
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meanly obliged to him for a poor fub- 
fiftance. 

And yet his indignation was ftill more 
keenly pointed againft himfelf,' when he 
confidered how irreparably he was become 
the dupe of his own folly : to have called 
lord Vafcr to account, in-an honourable 
way, as the phrafe is, which Carelefs, 
who by no means wanted fpirit, was by a 
violent tranfport of paffion prompted to 
do, would indeed have been a moft un- 
pardonable aggravation of his other 
crimes; though ridding the world of fuch 
a wretch might probably have proved 
an advantage to many people, but fome 
few, who were yet his real friends, diffua- 
ded him wholly from fuch a rafh attempt : 
as loon therefore as he had received his 
commifiion from the bounteous hand of 
his noble patron, he declared that he 
would inftantly fet out for the army, and 
bid adieu to England, perhaps for ever, 
as indeed it afterwards proved ; he accord* 
ingly fent to his houfe for whatever cloaths 
or other neceffaries might be wanting in 
this expedition, but without giving his 
wife the leaft hint of his intentions ; de- 
terred, no doubt, by the cowardice of a 
guilty confeience, from appearing before 
that virtuous, that affectionate wife, and 
thofe innocent children, whom he had fo 

cruelly 
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cruelly injured: and happy it was for 
Portia, that an interview did not take 
place, which, confidering the prefent 
miferable deje&ion of her fpirits, mud 
in all probability have been fatal to her; 
fp. that Ihe remained for fome time whol- 
ly ignorant in regard to this laft refolution 
of his, it having been lately no uncom- 
mon practice with him to be abfent from 
his family for feveral weeks together, 
without ever vouchfafing to communicate 
the leaft account of himfelf, and therefore 
his abfence at prefent feemed to have no- 
thing in it that was extraordinary enough 
to alarm Portia's fears *, who, by his con- 
tinued ill treatment of her, and utter neg- 
lect of his children, as likewife by the 
preffing remonftranccs of her brother, 
was now endeavouring, as much as (he 
poflibly could, to diveft herfelf of all re- 
mains of tendernefs for a man fo entirely 
unworthy of it. 

Tradewell, whofe great affeftion for 
his filler had long made him extremely 
anxious for the re-eftabli£hment of her 
happinefs and peace, and confequently ex- 
tremely watchful of her hufband's con- 
duit, had foon learned a particular account 
of his departure from England, together 
with the occafion and extraordinary man- 
ner thereof, but judged it highly improper, 

at 
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it the time, to give her any information 
of it *, as he well knew that it would prove 
a fource of lading anguifh to her *, for a 
confiderable time therefore he prudently 
iuppreffed the moft difagreeable circuro- 
(lances of that tranfaftion, nor was (he ac- 
quainted therewith, till many years after 
the deceafe of Carelcfs ; who, notwith- 
ftanding the folemn promifes he had 
made to fome of his friends, that he would 
inftantly leave England, upon their afiift- 
ing him with a prcfenc fupply of cafh for 
that purppfe, feemed neverthelefs ftill in- 
clined to lditer here, with a view only to 
indulge in the famelad round of criminal ex- 
eeffes, which from habit were now become 
irrefiftible to him ; as if he had been refolutely 
bent upon his own deftru&ion ; but a pofi- 
tive order from the war- office* requiring all 
abfent officers, upon pain of beingcafhiered, 
to repair immediately to their refpedtive re- 
giments, haftened on his departure much 
fooner than he either wiflied or intended ; 
yet fuch was his infatuation, fo ir recover* 
able an afcendanthad vice now gained over 
him, that of thofe abandoned creatures, 
whofcarcely deferve the name of women, 
and who, it muft beobferved, had a con- 
fiderable (hare in the accomplifhment 
of his ruin here*. of theie, I fay, he fe- 
Jedtcd fome of the very worft, to accom? 

pany 
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pany him in his expedition, in order to 
Ibften the fatigues and toils of his cam- 
paign \ where, in the continued purfuitof 
difeafe and infamy, rather than of glory 
and preferment, I fhall leave him for a 
while, and, in confequence of this his 
final reparation from his wife and native 
country, as it happened, give my readers 
what farther related to her. 

The amiable, but highly injured Por- 
tia, though (he had at firft flattered her- 
felf with the pleafing hopes of Carelefs's 
reformation, was, neverthelefs, for fome 
time paft, ftrongly induced to apprehend, 
from his fad and obftinate perfeverance in 
vice, that no fuch profperous event was 
now ever likely to take place ; and in this 
her (hocking apprehenfion how fatally 
alas was (he confirmed, when informed by 
her brother of his a&uai departure from 
England, and likewife of the dreadful (i- 
tuation to which he had abandoned both her 
and his children ; without the lead provi- 
sion being made for their prefent fubfiftance, 
or indeed for their future, in cafeofhisdeath, 
more than the fcanty one ofjier fmall join- 
ture : hiseftate, which was afterwards found 
to have been mortgaged over and over 
to different perfons for confiderably more 
than it was worth, had long been in the 
pofleflion of. creditors, fo that nothing 

was 
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was to be expe&ed from thence ; and, what 
was (till worie than this, Portia's marriage 
fettlement, which, from the beginning thro 9 
a mod fatal miftake, was fuffered to remain 
in the hands of one of his creatures, as 
truftee, who died about this time, full as 
infolvened as his friend * this, I fuppofe, 
Carelefs had obtained from him, and ei- 
ther gave it up to fome of his creditors, 
as a ftill ftronger fecurity for their de- 
mands, or elfe he abfolutely deflroyed it; 
for it was now no where to be found, 
which would inevitably render even that 
fmall income greatly precarious after his de- 
ceafe, as in fad it accordingly did ; for 
in a few months after his departure from 
England, there came a certain account of 
his death, that foon brought this whole 
matter to light. 

His death happened not indeed to be in the 
bed of honour, as might have been wiflied 
by his Friends, although it muft be al- 
lowed, that cowardice was not to be rec- 
koned amongft the number of his faults; 
but the truth is, he had, as yet, met with 
no opportunity of diftinguilhing his cou- 
rage, there having been no engagement 
with the enemy fince he had joined the 
army : in (hort, this poor unhappy man 
died an inflexible martyr to that intemper- 
ance, from which no confideration what- 
ever 
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ever, no connections of the dcareft, the 
tendered Kind, had Power to reclaim 
him ; his health, through repeated ex- 
cefles, was greatly impaired when he left ' 
England, which, I fuppofe, his ufual 
manner of living in a camp did not tend 
much to redtify. 

But it now became abfolutely neceffary 
to acquaint Portia with this event, who 
received the account of it with that fet- 
tled melancholy and refignation, which a 
long fucceffive train of affliftions had ha- 
bitually inured her to ; tho* few wives, I 
believe, particularly of her merit, had 
ever been more feverely injured than her- 
felf, yet was (he never once known to ut- 
ter the Jeaft reviling or vindictive excla- 
mation againft Carelefs, either before or 
after his death -, 'tis contrary indeed to 
every fuggeftion, both of reafon and of 
love, to fuppofe, that this lalt incidenr, 
melancholy as it may feem, could now 
prove any extraordinary aggravation of 
her mifery ; his long continued, relentlefs 
inhumanity to her efFedually prevented 
it i but (till it ferved to redouble, if pofli- 
ble, the tendernefs of her companion and 
affection for his guiltlefs children. 

However, in a few months after her 
hufband's deceafe, upon application for 
the payment of her jointure, as (he could 

not 
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not produce the deed of fettlement by 
which it was fecured, her title to it was 
ftrongly difputed ; but not to enter into a 
particular detail of that troublefome affair, 
after a fiuitlefs and perplexing fcene of 
litigation, (he was by the ingenious letter 
of the law mod equitably deprived of the 
whole : but alas, this was not all, for, as 
if it had been intended to reduce this 
highly injured woman, and her helplefs 
little family to the lalt extremity of di- 
ftrefs, a number of unappeafable credi- 
tors, who had no other probable expe- 
dient for the recovery of their juft de- 
mands, Rioft mercilefsly fell upon the 
little perfonal eftate which ftill remained, 
and, in order to fill up the meafure of her 
misfortunes, tore away from her all the 
plate and furniture of her houfe, all her 
perfonal ornaments and moveables, and 
in fhort every thing elfe that belonged to 
her, excepting literally the cloaths that 
were on her back. 

Upon this truly deplorable occafion, as 
it generally happens in fuch cafes, (he was 
inftantly deferted by that whole motley 
tribe, who are wont, for a certain period, 
to sffume the tide of friends, but whom I 
call only fafliionable intruders* for friends, 
according to the true import of that facred 
chara&cr, they; never could have been* 

not- 
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notwithftanding all the ardour of their 
former profeflions *, mere fummer-flies, 
that teize and-ftun you with impertinence 
and noife, but vanifh at the firft approach 
of winter: for in the gay feafon of Por- 
tia's profperity, which to the world's ap- 
pearance was but juft elapfed, although 
(be had been univerfally efteemed as a 
pattern of merit to her own fex, and an 
objeft every way worthy of admiration by 
the other, infomuch, that in the female 
world, in order to rife to fuch a degree 
of fame, as might juftly claim the appro- 
bation of the virtuous and the wife, ic 
needed only to be known, that the candi- 
date was honoured with Portia's friend- 
ship ; yet fo it fell out, that like the bloom 
of a fhort-lived flower, her every excellence 
ieemed at once to vanifh and decay : it 
fares fometimes with friend (hip, as it 
fometimes doth with love, for friends as 
well as lovers are known to be capricious 
and inconllant ; nor will it, I believe, be 
denied, that misfortune, how inevitably 
foever it may have happened, as often 
proves the fatal enemy of virtue and me- 
rit, as age or the fniall pox can be of 
beauty. 

If the breaft of a fincere friend would 
have been keenly affected, as no doubt it 
would j oft beholding the once amiable 

Portia 
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Portia thus ready to fink beneath the 
weight of fuch unmerited calamities, how 
conlummately bafe and mean mult have 
been the fouls of thofe pretended friends, 
furrounded, as many of rhem were, with 
the full tide of affluence and honours, who 
oft had boafted of deriving happinefs 
from her, and yet could view the prefenf 
Shocking fcene without a figh, much lefs 
without any of thofe finer feelings pf the 
uncorrupted heart, which fympathy al- 
ways lo ftiongly fuggefts in favour of the 
wretched ; but alas, what are the difficul- 
ties and misfortunes of the virtuous to 
thofe who are hackneyed down in all the 
ways of luxury and pieafure •, whofe 
minds, from a long habitual averfion to 
pain of every kind, but particularly to 
that of pitying the diftreffcd, are become 
quite callous and inlenfible to ail the ten- 
der callings of humanity : a date of ple- 
nitude, like this, 'tis true, can leave them 
very little to wilh, but then it leaves 
them much to fear, fo much, that even 
grandeur itfelf, I doubt, doth fome times 
lofe it charms ; tired with the fame reite- 
rated round of pomp, of pageantry, and 
pieafure, the jaded fpirits flag, the 
fenfes by iatiety lofe all the quicknefs of 
their functions, the mind remains un- 
bleffed, and even time is condemned for 

having 
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having nothing new to offer: if they hap- 
pen upon any occafion, to look into their 
own breads, they foon difcover there a 
horrid void, an utter deftitution of every 
real joy, becaufe they meet with nothing 
that can bear rcfledion ; yet ftill refle&ion 
will intrude, in fpight of all their efforts 
xp prevent it, and, like the ghoft of fome 
departed, highly injured friend, will haunt 
and terrify them through all the calmer 
moments of reeds i this by degrees foon 
palls the high -felt relifh tor enjoyment, 
imbitters every potion of delight, and 
makes the world appear to them a joylefs 
and detefted fcene; hence oft the fad pre- 
cipitate retreat from life* all fenfe of virtue 
and religion being once effaced, pride and 
falfe heroifm with greater confidence fug- 
geft the friendly piftol, or the laudanum, 
as the laft, and only decent relief in fuch 
a cafe, to which a man of fpirit fhould 
ever deign to have recourfe. 

But it is time that I fhould leave mo- 
ralizing, at leaft upon fo dreadful a fub- 
je&, and return to the afflidled Portia; 
to whom, as (he hath fince often affured 
me, religion afforded the only real comfort 
and fupport that (he was capable of feeling, 
under the complicated variety of woes 
with which fhe was oppreffed : what I have 
hitherto given of her ftory, I affirm to be 
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ftriftly true-, but the#evare many- mo^rif- 
cumftances yet behind^ which would ex- 
hibit fuch amazing inftances of diftrcfe, 
and at the fame time, fuch amazing in- 
stances of fortitude in fo mounting them* 
as would raife her character ftill consider- 
ably higher; but the fear of giving offence 
to fome perfons who ane now alive lays mo 
under a neceflity of fuppreffiog -this parts 
Jiowever advantageous the recital might 
have been to her: the only farther remark, 
which, forthereafon juftaffigned, I fhall 
prefume to make upon the conduit of 
Carelefs* is, that it ought to be the firft' 
and conftaht point of ambition, nay the 
inleparable charafteriftick. of every .many 
who is well born and well educated, to 
diftinguifh himfelf as much as poffxbie 
from the illiterate- vulgar* in evety article, 
of his behaviour; and always xo remember 
that the pleafures of fenfe, how allowable- 
foever they may feem by nature, are ftill 
to be coniidered reftriftively as the plea- 
fures of a gentleman, a rational creature, 
and a chriftian. > 

It was indeed a peculiar bleJRng for 
Portia, that, through, all. the different 
parts of her education, the unerring and 
truly confoling principles of the gofpel, 
in all their genuine purity, had fo fuccefs- 
fully been blended with the left important, 
i chough 
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though neceflary accomplifhrrients of her 
perfon, that while hct underftanding was 
by degrees ripening into maturity, her 
conviction, her faith, and her obedience, 
were at the fame time becoming inflexibly 
eftablifhed: (he therefore, in her prefenc 
unhappy circumftances, pun&ually prac- 
tifed, as flie had learned from thence, an 
tmreferved fubmiffion to the divine will in 
aH its various difpenfations; flie even prao 
. tifed, with fuccefs* the hardeft lcffon to- 
be learned in this Jife, the pardoning of 
injuries unprovoked, and the fubduing her 
own paffions : the great advantage of pa* 
tience in affli&ion, but particularly the 
confideration of its being her duty, foon 
reconciled the difficulty of her fubmiflion ; 
and however painful in the operation this 
may be, it neverthelefs efFe&ually calmed 
that difquietude and perturbation of her 
mind, which otherwife might have proved 
intolerable; by perfeverance it gradually 
foftened all the feeming rigour of her fate, 
and communicated, at lead, fuch an inward 
tranquility and compofure, as the world, 
with all its charms, was incapable of 
affording her : it may, in fhort, be affirmed 
with truth, that the fchool of virtue and 
religion had fo thoroughly prepared her 
for the difcipline of affliction, that all the 
violence of the latter, without eflentially 
F 2 in- 
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injuring her, had only given her an oppor- 
tunity of doing ftill greater honour to the 
former. 

In this fchool it was, that (he acquired 
the whole compafs of that cofmetic art* 
which, from the fuccefs of her example* 
I would endeavour to recommend to the 
pradtice of my fair country-women ; though 
I would, at the fame time, by no means 
be underftood to infinuate, that it can only 
be obtained at the fevere expence of fuffer- 
ing the fame misfortune? which fell to her 
lot; fuch a condition, if abfolutely infe- 
parable from thence, would indeed be truly 
difcouraging and frightful j but that is al- 
together uncertain, and merely accidental ; 
yer, amidft the various, but complicated 
distributions of good and evil, with which 
infinite wifdom fees fit to exercife his ra- 
tional creatures, if what we call misfortune 
be appointed as our portion, as the parti- 
cular fpecies of our trial here, it is furcly 
no inconfiderable advantage to be able to 
acquit ourfelves with that propriety, that 
decency of merit, which becomes the rank 
we hold amongft intelligent beings. 

It is however the peculiar efficacy of the 
art I am now recommending, not only 
to communicate and heighten beauty, 
but likewife to alleviate all the wayward 
miferics of life, and to fweeten, in a high 
i dc- 
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degree, the utmoft bitternefs of affii&ion : 
in favour therefore of an art, (if it deferves 
not a better name) that on fo many ac- 
counts is extremely defireable in itfelf, I 
do moft earneftly addrefs my fair readers, 
on whofc inaufpicious frown, or blifs-cre- 
ating fmile, depends the fate of every fine 
gentleman in Britain ; let their all-power- 
ful influence then, as moft undoubtedly 
it may,. be ftfenuoufly exerted to refcue 
the profligate lover from his apoftacy; 
let this but once be made the invariable 
condition of his fuccefs, and the triumph 
of love and beauty will fobn become con- 
ducive to the interfts of religion and vir- 
tue ; this is the happy art of charming in 
the trueft fenfe, 
* So have I feen fome lovely nymph draw 

nigh, 
Peace in her air, perfuafion in her ey4» 
Vi&orious tendernefs, it all o'ercame; 
Hufbands look'd mild, and favages grew 

tame; 
It is only vice invincible that ftupidly 
refills the power of this perfuafive art* 
and 
f What is vice? mere want of compafs 

in our thought * 
Religion what? the proof of common fenfe. 

• Dr. Toung'% Univ. Paff. t P*- Tamg\ 

Night-Thoughts. ' 
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CHAP. VI. 

Continuation of Portia's Jlory, with fomt 
farther account of Macbaou. 

AMIDST the multitude of Portia's 
calamities, the reduction of her for- 
tune, though a circumftance in itfelf ex- 
tremely fevere, was however by no means 
the molt afflictive of thofe that fhe felt •, the 
cruel difappointqient /he had met .with in 
the man (he tenderly Joyed, and whom, 
with the joint-approbation of all her friends, 
fhe had chofen preferably to all others, 
was infinitely more fbj the total deftruc- 
tion of that plan of rational felicity which 
fhe had fo fondly propofed to bpi^elf, ,and 
which indeed, from ,the f&U&\j}g Expe- 
rience of fome few years, fhe rflatf the 
ftropgeft prefumptien ;o believe w,as .nei- 
ther imaginary nor impr*#iqat>k;, jpr^yed 
now a fubj^iOf reflection pregj&apt nrit|h 
mifery and anguifh : alas! what a. falling 
off .was here! and yet, the confederation 
oE Carelefs's incorrigible propenfitt. to 
debauchery and vice of almoft -every kind, 
the fad conclufion of his mjf-fpent life, 
without the leaft fymptom of remorfe, as 
it enforced, beyond all other circumftanoes, 
the dreadful caufe, fo {lid it enhance the 
degree of her |fiU&ion, and rendered her 

in 
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in a manner utterly incapable of relifhing 
again the happinefe of this life, fuppofing 
even that the means thereof hfcd ftill been 
in her power. 

The welfare of her children indeed was 
now the only object that feetfied to be of 
confequenie enough 'to fix her attention 
any longer here; for, this circumftance 
abftra&ed, the world and all its vain al- 
lurements, to her, were rather painful 
than. agreeable, and fo far from affording 
any thing like an adequate compenfation 
for the injuries (he had fuftained, and the 
happinefs file had loft, that, at prefent, 
her inclination and tafte for the enjoyment 
of the latter were greatly fndifpofed, if not 
totally deftroyed by the unabated rigor 
of the former: hi regard therefore merely 
to herfelf, the fame fad ftiries of unhappy 
events, that had fo cruelly deprived her 
even of hope (the laft endearing friend that 
ever deferts us in the JwKlr of adverfity) 
had inaigtttatmeafure^HtoeWife, as if by 
a kind of ttielatich&ty ftupefc&ion, deli- 
vered her at prefent from all the poignant 
agonies df lufpe&ce and fear; for (he had 
been fo thoroughly inured to the <Jifcipline 
df aflii&ton, that1bturt-«vik how loft all 
the power of alarming her apprehehfion 
beforfc thfey arrived, fct ihdfifcd of terrifying 
and difmttyrog 4*4* whatever they did : 
F 4 mis- 



( io 4 ) 

misfortune, in (hort, Teemed to have dif- 
charged againft her fome of the fharpeft 
arrows in its whole quiver, and the bitter- 
nefs of what flie had experienced did eafily 
incline her to believe, the worft that in 
all probability could befal her was already 
paft, and to imagine that worldly happi- 
nefs, unfitted as (he was for its enjoyment, 
had now nothing better to beftow on her, 
than a mere dead calm of indifference, at 
bed a kind of ftupid freedom from bodily 
pain, a date of reft infipid. 

In fo wretched a fituation as the prefent, 
the only profpeft of immediate relief that 
(he could hope for in this world was from 
the friendfhip of her brotherCharles Trade- 
well, for by all others (he was utterly de- 
ferted ; and, to do him no more than ftrift 
juftice, I cannot but acknowledge, that it 
was exerted in a manner that did the highcft 
honour to his virtue •, with all that anxious 
tendernefs and affiduity which the piety of 
an affe&ionate brother, and the fenfibijity 
of a heart replete with benevolence, can 
never fail to fuggeft: indeed throughout 
the whole courfe of her (cvcrtfk fufferings 
he never deferted her; and had it not been 
for his unwearied offices of kindnefs and 
pecuniary affiftance, the delicacy of her 
tender frame muft foon have inevitably 
funk beneath the preffure of thofe very 

fuffer- 
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(offerings, in fpight of all the ftrongeft 
efforts of a mind collefted within itfelf, 
and armed with fuch a degree of conftancy 
and fortitude as very few of her own fcx, 
I believe, have ever exceeded: but with 
whatever trials providence was at any time 
pleafed to exercife her, fuch was her fubmif- 
five confidence and unalterable perfeverance 
in the paths of virtue, that although fhe was 
humbled and greatly affii&ed, yet was fhe 
never once abandoned to murmuring or 
defpair. 

However, in the houfc of this truly 
affedionate brother fhe at length found a 
peaceful afytum and fafe protection from 
all outrages, which either the malice, in- 
gratitude, or iniquity of mankind could 
farther intend or execute againft her ; as 
likewife a comfortable reception for her 
helplefs injured offspring: her brother 
Tradewell, very happily for her, continued 
ftill unmarried, and the venerable Lucia 
was at this time fo far advanced in age, 
and its attendant infirmities, as to be in- 
capable of coming out of her chamber, fo 
that the true (late of Portia's misfortunes, 
an account whereof would in all likelihood 
have proved fatal to her mother, was by 
this means the more eaftly concealed from 
her knowledge, 

F 5 It 
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It mud be remarked, to the diftin&ion 
of Tradewell's character, that the far 
greateft part of his felicity confided in fuc- 
couring the diftreffed-, which, in a (late 
of opulence, like his, I do prefume, would 
be much more generally the cafe, than 
what we obferve it is, did the mind's firft 
biafs in favour of virtue continue ftill un- 
warped and unfeduced by the powers of 
avarice, ambition, and other wayward 
paffions* and yet, I apprehend, it can 
only be by the influence and exercife of 
fuch a diipofition, that we are to under- 
stand the full fcope and true import of the 
following beautiful Aphorifm of Mr. Popt j 

Thus God and nature linked the general 

frame, 
And bade fclf-love and focial be the fame. 

for mpft undoubtedly the pleafurc of giv- 
ing comfort to the needy and oppreffed, 
of lighting up the countenance of the 
affli&ed into i'miles of joy and glad nefs, 
though it be a^pkafure only to the bene- 
volent few, unknown to the generality of 
mankind, and confequently muft feem an 
. aft fo flrangeJy difiaterefted, as to be with- 
qut the leaft prpfpeft pf any return, is 
neverthelefs, according to this rule, ^nd in 
fatt, the very quinteffence and luxury of 
felf-love i nor does the overgrown capital 

of 
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of the ufifwspr tnore infallibly prodyce an 
accumulation of intcrcft at certain ftated 
periods* than this virtue of the charitable 
man<kra*'tfianifold inoreafe of happinefs 
upop every fcrioua moment of reflection. 

Tradewcl], itixroft be owfted, had in 
his widowed Cfter aad her children the 
moft favourable opportunity that; could 
pofiibly offer for exercifing the benevolence 
of his jieatti and it tnuft at the fame time 
be acknowledged that he as readily em- 
braced it* nor did he ever fecretly repine, 
from an apprchehfion that his fortune was 
by fuch an incumbrance the more liable to 
be injured or impaired; for, in regard to 
the true end of riches, he was ufed to rea- 
fon much in the fame manner as is de- 
fcribed m the following lines of do&or 
Young, and always to adt in ftri& conform* 
ity to fuch reafoning: 

* Fortufte isfatflous for her numbers (lain, 
The number fmalt which happinefs can 

bear; 
Though various for a while their fates, 

atlaft 
One curfe involves thettt all - 9 at death's 

approach 
All read their riches backward into lofs,. 
And mourn in juft proportion to thcirftore. 

# IW's Naght-ThQUghts 
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It may indeed with great truth be faid 
of Tradewell, that when the eye faw him, 
it bleffed him, and when the ear heard 
him, it gave teftimony unto him*, he fol- 
lowed the wife man's advice, by giving 
to the poor he lent unto the Lord, and no 
more doubted the fecurity, than I do the 
certainty of his rceiving millions in return 
for his mite fo lent : he was indeed a 
guardian angel to the wretched Portia* or * 
rather the beneficent inftrument, in the 
hand of providence, to fave her, after fo 
many repeated trials of her virtue, from 
the laft extremity of diftrefs. 

Amongft the many vfjtues that adorned 
the life of this truly amiable woman, I 
muft do her the juftice to affirm, that gra- 
titude was by no means wanting * indeed 
her true character is bed delineated by con- 
ceiving a ftrong affemblagc of all the vir- 
tues concentering in her, and operating 
with an influence to be compared to no- 
thing more appofitcly than to the fcactered 
rays of. the fun colleded into a focus; if . 
any (hone forth more confpicuoufly than the 
reft, charity, humility, and juftice, wefp 
always fure to be diftinguifhed j yet grati- 
tude, as I have juft obferved, was never 
wanting, and could her's have poffibly been 
greater than what it was, I believe (he would 
ftill have thought it much too ffhall for the 
prefent occafioa* There 
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There is no doubt to be made, that on 
a good mind, the fenfe of benefits received 
will always make a deep and lading im- 
preflion; from whence many people are 
precipitately led to infer, that every fpe- 
cious appearance of gratitude is a certain 
indication of fuch a difpofition ; and yet I 
have often, from clofe obfervation, been 
almoft perfuaded to think, that what has 
commonly pafied for gratitude in fome 
perfons, whofe other virtues have been by 
no means anfwerable to that, was in fad; 
nothing more than the mere external fign 
thereof, a certain conftitutional facility of 
expreffion, at beft perhaps but interefted 
and political; but this virtue in Portia 
was owing to a much nobler motive ; (he 
confidered it as a branch of juftice, whofe 
obligations, though not immediately com- 
prized within the letter of the law, (he 
neverthelefs held to be facred and invio- 
lable: Whenever a reciprocation of bene- 
fits, in kind, was either not in her power, 
or not expe&ed to be made, (he at leaft 
thought the remembrance thereof (hould 
never be effaced; and, fo far as the deli- 
cacy of munificence would admit of ir, 
(he thought even verbal acknowledge- 
ment, upon all proper occafions, and an 
afliduous perfeverancc in every friendly 
office, a duty altogether indilpenfibk. 

The 
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The praife of gratitude, as a ftrong in- 
centive to the pradice of ir, hat indeed 
run very high iq. the eftialaiion of all 
ages; and we particularly collect -from 
fbme of the tnoft authentick records of 
antient hiftory, that, of all the virtues* 
this was advanced to hold the firft rank 
of precedence amongft the Egyptians, who 
were univerfally allowed, at leaft till the 
period of their degeneracy into downright 
barbarifm and idolatry, to be a very learned 
and fagacious people: and certainly the 
glory they derived from thus cultivating 
and encouraging a conftant principle of 

fatitude amongft all degrees of men, as 
am to fuppofe that it proceeded from ? 
mod: laudable motive, affords the clearest 
demonftration of their wifdom, as it ah* 
undantly proves how well calculated their 
government muft have been to promote 
the true happinefs of fociety ; fince, with- 
out all doubt, a mutual intercourfe of be- 
nefits, which yet, exclufiy* of gratitude, 
can never be fupported, is the ftrongeft 
band of amity and concord, both publick 
and private, that can poffibly fubfift a- 
moogft rnankind •, from whofe obligations 
the prince himfelf is no owe exempt than 
the beggar 5 for although ;the latter, thro* 
indigence or other misfortunes, may actu- 
ally be incapable of keeping up fuch an 
."•""■ * inter- 
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intercourfe in kind, he is nevetthelefs in- 
<Ufpeofibly tied down to the pra&ice of 
latitude in forae dqgcee, that the merit 
of every beneficent a&ion may be re- 
warded, if not by an adequate remunera- 
tion, at lead with fuch complacency and 
fatisfa&ion of mind, as may help to pre- 
ferve a conftant difpofuion towards bene- 
volence, which flagrant inflances of in- 
gratitude are fomc times too apt to extin- 
guish 

But if the reafon of this connection be- 
tween munificence and gratitude, as refus- 
ing from the general dependance mankind 
have upon each other, appeared in To 
ftrong a light to fome ftges in the heathen 
world, as to extort their endeavours for 
reducing it into pra&ice, how much more 
forcibly, and upon how much more in- 
terefting motives, has the practice of uni* 
verfal charity and benevolence been re- 
commended and inculcated as a duty in 
the chriftian difpenfation ? exclufive too 
of every profped of gratitude or reward 
in this world : blefs them that curfe you; 
do good to them that hate and perfecute 
you •, return npt evil for evil j this is the 
immediate voice of divine infpiration* and 
difficult as thefe injunctions, may poflibiy 
feem to be. to our pafiions, a compliance 
with them is nevc/.thelefs perfectly recon- 

cileable 
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Cileable to undepraved rcafon j for though 
the full reward of fuch compliance be not 
actually promifed to us here, yet thufc 
much, by way of encouragement, we may 
be certain of from experience, that as 
innocence, patience, and a perfevering 
fpirit of benevolence, will always com- 
municate peace of confcience and tranqui- 
lity of mind, confequently our compliance 
may, in fome degree, be juftly allowed 
to produce its own reward even in this 
world ; and upon this unerring model it 
was, that Portia had formed her princi- 
ples of charity, benevolence, and grati- 
tude. 

But to return to fome farther particulars 
of her hiftory. Carelefs had now been 
dead about two years, and Portia but juft 
fo far recovered from the fad effects of her 
late misfortunes, as to begin to take the 
fweetsof that calm and undifturbed repofe 
which her brother's kindnefs and protedtioft 
fo generoufly afforded her* when an ad- 
venture occurred, that to her was full as 
difagreeable as it was extraordinary : the 
reader may remember, that before her 
acquaintance with Carelefs (he had been 
juft upon the point of marriage with Ma- 
chaon, who had receded from his engage- 
ment in a mod abrupt and unaccountable 
manner, and had thereby treated her and 

her 
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her whole family with the utmoft indignity 
and injuftice : from which period to the 
prefent fhe had never inquired, nor heard 
any thing farther about him, but fuppofed 
that he was either dead, or (till continued 
to refide abroad ; the latter of which, it 
feems, he had done from the time of the 
event above-mentioned, and was but very 
lately returned; but before his departure 
he took care to fettle a correfpondence 
with fome friend here, in whom he could 
thoroughly confide, that fhould, from 
time to time, tranfmit to him a faithful 
and particular account of Portia's whole 
behaviour during his abfence: the truth 
is, he had loved her from the beginning 
with the moft fervent and unalterable paf- 
fiop, and had received from her every 
proof of a fincere return that was confident 
with the ftrifteft modefty to grant; yet fo 
it unfortunately fell out, that, before the 
completion of their mutual happinefs could 
take place, they were both bafely abufed, . 
without fufpe&ing the leaft deception, but 
particularly Machaon, again ft whofe life, 
as if by aflaffination, there feemed to have 
been a formed defign, as will prefently be 
fceo, which gave occafion to the appear- 
ance of his having a&ed with fo much 
difhonour towards Portia and her family. 

Indeed 
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Indeed the heart of man is often deceit- 
ful and bafe beyond meafure; and yet, I 
believe, upon the firft pleating idea of the 
objed in view, too partially reprefentcd, . 
as is generally the cafe, by the imagina- 
tion, it may not always be fo thoroughly 
fenfible thereof itfelf, as when the ruinous 
effects of harbouring and indulging an 
unruly though darling paffion become too 
•glaring to admit of any palliation, and 
too fatal for any remedy to repair -, nor 
can I fuppofe that even the worft of man- 
kind at firft intend perpetrating all thofe 
flagitious ads, of which, by the obftinatc 
indulgence of fuch a paffion, they after* 
wards become guilty > till having,too long 
negle&ed and ftiffled all the tender callsiof 
reafon and confcience, they are at laft, by 
meer defperation, y htirried on tx> inextrica- 
ble ruin. 

The cafe now befone us -was in a .great 
meafure thus unhappily cisourofhuiccd-i 
Carelefc became violently enamoured of 
Portia fromubc finft moment he ihad feen 
he*, and determined, even at ttvcTiikof 
life, nay of eternity itfelf* to pofiefs her 9 
but considering the unfettled Situation he 
was then in, he wifely judged, than an 
immediate application, inftdad of procur- 
ing ;him fttcoefs, might, prove the certiaift 
means of his being excluded from vifiting 
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any more in a fanjily, where he was well 
received as a common acquaintance, and 
moreover treated with fome particular 
iparks of refpeft, on account of the friend- 
(hip that had long fubfifted between Den- 
nis Tradewell ofAmfterckm and him; 
he therefore prudently refolved to fufpend 
all direft overtures of addrefs to Portia 
till the arrival of this friend, who was 
expelled, upon a vifit, into England, fo 
foon as he could with fafety abfent him- 
felf from the multiplicity of bufinefs in 
which he was engaged : in the mean time 
Carekfs, who now thought himfelf an 
able politician, proceeded to negotiate, 
by letter, with his friend upon the merits 
of his r paiHcm for Portia, and defp&ired 
not of bringing him at laft wholly into 
hj$ view*; which that he effectually ac* 
complifhed, has been already feen, but 
fqme ,pf the bate, iniquitous means he 
made ufe of for that purpofe have not as 
y£t been. thoroughly laid open. 

It happened a little unfortunately for 
Carelels, that a confiderable time before 
the arrival of bis friend Dennis Trade- 
well, the affe&ion of Portia hadt been 
deeply engaged in favour of Machaon, a 
man of moil amiable ^hara£ter, whofe 
whole family had jopg been well, known 
to chat of JPqrtia, apd adding to this the 

powerful 
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powerful advantage of a very confidera- 
ble fortune, his alliance was looked upon 
as a mod defirable event •, bis perfon was 
graceful and genteel, and quite agreeable 
to Portia, but his principles and true cha- 
racter were known to be fo unexceptiona- 
bly good, that all delay, with a view- to 
make enquiry upon that account, was 
thought wholly unneceffary : thus power- 
ful was the rival with whom Carelefs was 
now. to contend •, but all this neither di- 
minilhed his paffion, nor daunted his re- 
fohuion, for difficulties, the more infu- 
perable they appeared, the more violently 
did they inflame both ; happy indeed had 
it been, as well for himfelf, as for all the 
parties concerned in the iflue of this affair, 
had that undaunted fpirit of his been di- 
rected, as much by a principle of honour, 
in the profecution of his paflion, as it 
was infpired by an objeft every way wor- 
thy thereof; but he, in fpight of an ex- 
cellent underftanding, like too many o- 
thers, was guilty of the moft unpardon»> 
ble error, not to fay crime, in adting, as 
if he believed that, where the intereft of 
the heart is really concerned, all fcruples 
of honour, which obftruft its gratifica- 
tion, may be overlooked with impunity. 
He knew full well the folemn engager 
ment that fubfifted between Portia and 

Machaon, 
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Machaon, and clandeftinely fet every en- 
gine at work to defeat it's fuccefs, tho' 
wholly without eflfeft, 'till the laft vile 
machination was made ufe of, which no- 
thing but infernal malice could fugged. 

For fome time before the day of this 
intended marriage was fixed on, proper 
emiflaries had been employed by Carelefs, 
to infufe into the mind of Machaon cer- 
tain fufpicions, that were highly injurious 
to Portia's honour ; as if (he had in fecret 
admitted the addrefles of Carelefs ; but 
as Machaon well knew, that all infinua- 
tions of this kind were utterly inconfif- 
tent with her character, he accordingly 
treated them with the juft contempt they 
deferred, relying on her virtue, and the 
fincerity of her affedtion with fo entire a 
confidence, that he thought it would in 
fome meafure be offering violence to both, 
Ihould he communicate to her, or any of 
her family, 1 fo much as the Jeaft hint of 
that fcandalous information which he had 
thus received ; the affair therefore, not- 
withstanding the bafenefs of this attempt, 
proceeded in a very profperous train, as 
hath been intimated already, till the very 
morning whereon the parties were to have 
been united, when about five o' clock 
Machaon was haftily Galled up, and re- 
ceived a letter from Carelefs, confirming 

in 
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in Subftancc the full force of the abovft 
information, with the material addition 
of avowing from Portia's own confent an 
inconteftable right to the poflefllon of 
her heart 5 and withal infilling, in a pe- 
remptory manner, upon an immediate in- 
terview, the place of rendezvous being 
appointed, where Carelefs informed him 
he was then waiting, determined to affert 
his right at the hazard»of his life, in cafe 
that Machaon (hould perfift in the un- 
availing refolution of proceeding any far- 
ther with that lady. 

Machaon,- though a man of peaceful 
difpofition, was yet by no means deficient 
in point of fpirit ; arid however he might 
fecretly difapprovetheoccafion which now 
called upon him to exert it, yet as he ob- 
ferved that cuftom and common fame had 
ufurped the guardianfhip of honour fo ab- 
folutely as to be able, in an inftant, to' 
ftigmatize even the brave man himfelf 
with the vile appellation of coward, who 
fhould coyly hefitate at an invitation to 
commit murder, whenever that deftruftive 
principle of falfe honour gave brutal cou- 
rage the leaft opportunity for fo doing ; 
I fay, for want of true refolution, in faft, 
Machaon thought himfelf obliged, in 
point of honour, to accept the appointed 
interview, direftly contrary, as he knew 

it 
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*it was, to every fuggeftion both of reafon 
and religion •, for he was, in truth, no in- 
fidel, though now grown all at once fo 

- like an abandoned one, that he chofe, in 
fpight of convi&ion, to rifque the perils 
of eternity, rather than furvive the bug- 
bear infamy of being cenfured by fools 
and knaves ; for without doubt the wife, 
the virtuous, and* the truly brave, would 
all have inftantly abfolvcd him from the 
imputation of cowardice, for not enga- 
ging in fo bad a caufe, or otherwife it 

' muft at all times feem highly reafonable 
and decent, to pay a punctilious deference 
even to the challenge of a highwayman, 
who wantonly (hall claim, by merit of 
his piftol, an abfolute right to the pof- 
fefiion of what is juftly the property of 
another. 

However*- in regard to the iffue of this 
combat, it was, in truth, the artifice of 
Garclefs, rather than the fuperiority of his 
prowefs, that gave him all the advantage 
which he gained in the end over his rival; 
though it muft be owned, that even vic- 
tory had like to have proved fatal to him, 
being full as feverely wounded in the duel 
as Machaon -, who now fuppofing it alto- 
gether improbable, that any man could 
be mad enough to engage in fo defperate 
an adventure, without having previoufly 

received 
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received the ftrosgeft affurances of the 
lady's affection, who was the iolc caufe 
of their quarrel ; I lay, from this per- 
fuafion he concluded, but with unpardon- 
able precipitancy, that Portia muft, with- 
out all queftion, be mod confuromately 
faitblefs and bafe, and confequently un- 
worthy of all farther care or attention 
on his part ; whereas the truth is, (he 
was intirely innocent, and fo little ac- 
quainted with Carelefs at this time, that 
(he never once fufpected his having the 
lead defign upon her : had (he known that 
he was the perfon with whom Machaon 
then fought, (he would moft probably 
have detected his vile contrivance, in 
making ufe of her name to facilitate his 
execrable project ; and in that cafe I am 
very confident, that nothing could ever 
have prevailed upon her to have married 
him ; but he a£ted throughout the whole 
affair with fo much precaution and cun- 
ning, as even to have no feconds that 
might poffibly appear as witneffes againft 
him, and during his whole life he kept it 
a profound fecret from Portia ; he knew, 
the refentment he had thus fpirited up in 
his rival, againft his miftreis, was too 
ftrong to admit of any terms of reconci- 
liation by way of eclaircifement, at leaft 
before his plot had operated fuccefsfully* 

and 
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# and afterwards, ic would be to no purpofe; 
the fnarr, in fhort, was too well laid for 
Machaon eafily to avoid falling into it, fo 
that the latter was indeed the dupe of his 
own credulity, and merited, in fome de- 
gree, the punishment he met wi%, for 
his too hafty and unjuft refentment againft 
Portia, who loved him with the utmoft 
tendernefs and fidelity. 

The confequences which immediately 
enfued upon this occafion, have already 
been fully related in a former part of this 
work, and it was not till near twelve 
months after the death of CareJefs, that 
Machaon was undeceived in regard to the 
abufe and bafe impofition which had been 
)rafti»'ed on him by that wretch •, but if 
le was formerly agitated with all the viol- 
ence of indignation and fury, tranfported 
almoft to madnefs by jealoufy and difap- 
pointed love, "he was now tortured (till 
more feverely by the confcioufnefs of hav- 
ing fo irreparably injured the innocent, 
the deferving Portia, and befides, the 
only woman whom he had ever loved : 
from the force of inclination therefore, as 
well as from an uncorrupred principle of 
juftice, he was now determined to make 
all the atonement he could ; and he gave 
indeed the higheft proof of both that any 
man could give : he foon convinced 
Vol. II. G Tradewell 
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TradewcH how bafely he had been in** 
jured by C?rele&; and informed him, 
that he was no more a ftranger to the 
inhuman Treatment which Portia had 
m«t with, than he was to the many ex- 
emplary virtues by which fhe had fup- 
ported herfelf under it ; he bitterly con- 
demned the folly and rafhnefs of his own 
refentment, that had proved fo fatal to 
both *, and as he was now returned to his 
native country, with no other view but 
that of making her all the reparation in 
his power, by laying, not only his whole 
fortune, but his very life at her feet, he 
hoped that Tradetfeit,. from the great 
equity of bis difpofirionv would favour 
him with: hi* friendship upon theoccaGom 
Tradewell; without giving him any po- 
fitive hopes, immediately communicated 
this propofal to his After , but as be was 
well acquainted with her prudence, and the 
foundoefs of her judgment, he by no 
means attempted to influence, or biafs 
her in Machaon's favour, or to interfere 
farther than by giving it as his opinion* 
that file ought at ieaft to allow him a pa- 
tient hearing;, which Ihe readily confented 
to, provided, that Tradewdl would all the 
while be prefrnt* (he accordingly receiv- 
ed him with; all that eafe and prefence of 
mind) that as fo eminently the refult of 

good 
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good breeding, when found in conjunc- 
tion with virtue and good fenfe j (he 
thanked him in the politeft manner for 
the generous offer he had lately made in 
her favour, and fcrupled not to acknow- 
ledge, that her prefent fallen condition did 
but too plainly evince the Angular merit of 
fuch an offer, to admit the leaft doubt ei- 
ther of his fincerity, or her gratitude -, and 
though (he hoped, thatnothing would ever 
be able to efface the juft fenfe (he then en- 
tertained of- his generofity and benevo- 
lence, (be mud neverthelefs beg leave to 
allure him, with the utmoft candour, that 
the peculiarity of her fate was fucb, as ren- 
dered a compliance with his propofalabfif- 
lutelyimpoffible; but at the fame time en* 
treated, he woulddo her the juftice to believe 
that her reluctance proceeded not from any 
particular diQike of his perfon or character ; 
noryet from any refentment in regard to pa ft 
tranfa&ions ; her refolution, (he (add, had 
long been deliberately founded on reaforis, 
which to* her would always appear invin* 
cibte, and therefore, as it was irrevocably 
fixed, (he fioped his compaflion would 
fpare her the mortification of being urged 
any farther on that head •, for after fuch a 
declaration, (he fhould be under a necefiity 
of confidering every farther attempt to 
(hake that fefolution, as a hoftile attempt 
G 2 to 
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to deprive her of the ftate of tranquility 
and happinefs which (he then enjoyed; 
and having faid this, fhe inftandy retired. 



CHAP. VII. 
Macbaon takes bis final leave of Portia \ 
the death of Lucia , with other great afflic- 
tions of Portia* s •, an account -of her beta- 
viour under them j Dennis Tradewell 
comes to England % Charles Tradewell is 
captivated with the fine form of Belinda * 9 
Dennis 9 s return to Holland, and takes 
Portia with hint. 

MACH AON*s furprize is not to be 
exprefTed in words, to find Portia 
deaf to all his entreaties, and to every mo- 
tive of intereft, that he could urge in his 
own favour ; this aftonifhed him beyond 
meafune, and he remained Client for fome 
time after Portia had left the room.; at 
laft he recovered himfelf enough to apply 
co Tradewell, and begged him by their 
former friendfhip to endeavour to foften 
his fitter's inflexibility, and to give him 
leave to continue his viflcs at his houfe; 
to which Tradewell anfwered, he feared 
he had no room to flatter himfelf, though 
lie confefled he thought Portia had in this 
particular miftaken her intereft; but 

begged 
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begged leave to remind him, that upon' 
the renewal of their acquaintance, he had' 
aflured him, that he fliould ftand neuter 
in this affair, and not attempt to biafs his 
filler any way ; his reafons, he faid, for 
a&ing in this manner, he was certain muft 
be obvious *, and that upon cool reflection, 
he himfelf would approve them j that as' 
to Portia, he knew the great re&itude of. 
her mind, and that (he was immoveable- 
in what fhe thought was right ; and was 
very confident, her anfwer to him was 
founded upon the moil mature delibera- 
tion ; and therefore, time, he believed, 
would work no alteration in his favour * 
neverthelefs, as an old and valuable ac- 
quaintance, he fliould be glad to fee him 
at his houfe. In Ihorr, not to tire my 
readers, a year pafled on, and Machaon 
ftill continued his vifits, and Portia re- 
mained in the fame difpofition ; fhe faw 
him in mixed company, and behaved to 
him with the fame politenefs as to other 
gentlemen of Tradewell's acquaintance, 
but never Would fee him in private, nor 
could ever be prevailed with to receive a 
letter from him. Machaon now began to 
think he was only feeding a hopelefs 
flame, and that there was (if even that was 
not too late) but one way left for him to 
recover his long loft peace of mind ; 

G 3 which 
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which was to break off all acquaintance 
with the too amiable Portia, and conse- 
quently with Trade well •, and the moil 
effy&ual u&kwt he thought of carrying 
tbjf fcheme into execution was, for him 
to- quit the town. He therefore retired 
immediately to .one of the moft pleafant 
villages in England, bordering on the 
Thames* herp folitude, joined with phi- 
lojp^y, , gjwe him relief. He now faw f 
that though Portia .was the only woman 
ip the. world that could make him happy, 
y$ # t for reafons beyond human penetration, 
that happinefs was denied to him 3 reflec- 
tion jaDght him acquiefre^qe, ^nd time, 
tiiarfriffid.iof wpej, broBgJK *t Uft eafe : 
tp Hit inured bpfpm, if pot content » 
he had acquired a large fortune, with a 
fair charter* and for the remainder of 
his days he fpent his Income in a&s of 
hetfeftp$nc$ and rejd charity. 4 for though 
he lived to a great age <h?: never married i 
he was much efteemed by the literatee, 
apd made a figure in the learned world » 
yet, what was a moft uncommon circuro- 
itance, he was a very agreeable compa- 
nion,, for he polftfied all the focial virtues 
if) the higheft degree. 
, But it 13 time to return to Bortia •, who 
rejoiced to find, that Machaon had at laft 
exerted that good understanding (he knew 

him 
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him blefled with, and was in the road to 
peace, (he iikewife congratulated herfelf 
upon being delivered from addrefies that 
were very difagreeable to her-, for though 
(he did jufticc to Machaon's merit, and 
admired his virtues, nay, would have 
greatly efttemed him for a friend, if this 
alone could have contributed to his happi- 
nefs ; yet (he could never bring herfelf to 
confider him, or any other man, in a dif- 
ferent light from the death of Carelefs; 
efteem and friend ftfip was all that the un- t 
happy Portia had to beftow. 

She was now called upon to exercife all 
her itock trf fortitude ; and indeed, a 
mind lefs armed with virtue than her own, 
mtift have fank under the weight ; and 
though it was a vifitation fhe had not yet 
met, Portia received it as (he ought. 

For of all the numerous train of evils 
that mankind are fubjeft toonthisfub- 
lunary globe, the greateft furely is the' 
death of valuable friends : Portia's young- 
eft fon and her only daughter, in whofe ' 
infant minds (he had beheld all the dawn-' 
ing virtues that her own fond heart could 
wifh, and which, in anticipation, (he had 
amufed herfelf in cultivation, to make 
them ufeful as well as ornamental members 
of fociety, were both at once fhatched from 
her by the fame fatal diftemper : this blow 
G 4 was 
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was immediately fucceeded by the death 
of the ever to be honoured wife and good 
Lucia, who, like a (hock of corn ripe for 
the reaper's hand, full of years, went to 
her grave in peace: Portia's eldeft fon, and 
now only child, furvived his grand -mother 
but a little while j a violent fever in a few 
days hurried him from the arms of the in- 
dulgent Portia : he was a youth of the 
moft promifing genius, and of a very fweet 
difpofition > the progrefs he had made in 
his flu dies much exceeded his years ; and 
his filiaL piety was fo great, that Portia 
juftly promifed herfelf (he (hould find in 
him not only a fob, but a friend and pro- 
testor. 

! Such a traia of a^idions, each follow- 
ing the other fo clofcly, for they all hapr. 
Dened in lefs than a year, few people could, 
have fupported ; but Portia was always 
equal to herfelf for the reafons I have given 
elfewherej her fentiments upon this occa- 
fion were the fame with the inimitable, 
dpftor Young, in his Night-Thoughts ; 
where he fays, 

AH, all is right, by God ordained, or done, 
And who, but God, refumed the friends ' 

he gave; 
An3 have I been complaining then fo long, 
Complaining of his favours, pain and death : 

Who, 
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Who, without painls advice, would e'er bfc 

good; . . 

Who, without death, but would be good 

in vain : . . , 

Heav'n gives us friends to blefs the prefent 

fcene, 
Refumes them to prepare us for the next. 
All evils natural are moral goods, 
All difcipline indulgence on the whole: 
None are unhappy ; all have caufe to fmile, . 
But fuch as to themfclves that caufe deny. 
Our faults are at the bottom of our pains; 
Error, in aft or judgment, is the fource 
Of endlefs fighs : we fin, or we mtftake, 
And nature tax : when falfe opinion flings, 
Let impious grief be banifh'd, joy indulg'd ; 
But chiefly then, when griet puts in her 

claim: 
Jov from the joyous frequently betrays, 
Oft lives in vanity, and dies in woe; 
Joy amidft ills corroborates, exalts; 
*Tis joy and conqueft, joy and virtue too: 
A noble fortitude in ills delights. 
HeaV'n — earth— ourfeives— 'tis duty-~ 

glory, peace. 
Affli&ion is the good man's fhining fcene j 
Frofperity conceals his brighteft ray : 
As night to ftars — woe luftre gives to man: 
Heroes in battle — pilots in the ltorm, 
And virtue in calamities — admire: 
The crown of manhood is a winter joy,- 
O 5 Aa 
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An evergreen — that ftands the northern 

Waft, 
And bloffoms in the rigour of our fate. 

. The fir ft time that Portia related thefe 
'melancholy particulars of her ftory to me, 
I could not forbear expreding (bme con- 
cern, joined with, aftOntfiiment, how a 
woman of her exemplary piety fliqpld be 
thus in a manner Jingled out to fuffer fuch 
ievere inflictions from providence^ flie 
haftily interrupted me, and faid, my dear 
Cornelia, your youth is the only excufe 
that eyen my regard and teadernefs can 
poffibly make for you j never dare to fet 
rules to omnifcience in the government of 
the world ; you have, Cornelia, continued 
lhe, been making ufe of words without 
ideas i. but take this for a maxim, the 
Almighty has no delight in the mifery of 
his creatures, and therefore whatever we 
fuffer here is either to prevent a feverer 
punifhment, or to prepafe us for greater 
J>lefiings; the ways of providence are in- 
scrutable ; they are not to be inquired into 
by finite beings ; and if we find them 
grievous,, the only method to prove them 
other wife, is to fubmit to God's decrees 
with an entire refignation; a contrary 

Erocedure, faid fhe, will not alleviate, 
ut rouft infallibly increafe the burthen, 

as 
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as we »e not able to diftinguifh between* 
the fcourges and bleffings of life ; if my 5 
fortune and friends had been uninterrupt- 
edly continued to me, faid Portia, it is 
highly probable I fhould have been 
wretched; but this is certain, whoever 
depends upon providence can never want 
a fupport; and furely it is not difficulc to 
bring ourfelves to believe in the very foun* 
tain of all truth ; efpecially when we-con* 
fider that our diftruft can be of no fervice 
to us; for, as the royal poet obfervcs, 
whofo is wife will ponder thefe thfngs, and 
they (hall underftand the loving kindnefs 
of the Lord; I now, faid (he, look up to 
heaven with gratitude for the unexpected 
bleffings that have been poured into my 
lap, and upon my fellow creatures with 
good-nature, benevolence, and a univerfal' 
charity. 

But as I fear this long digreflion from 1 
the principal ftory may not equally pleafe 
all my readers, fo I would willingly make 
the beft apology in my power, and mutf 
therefore beg leave to remind them, that 
at firft I promifed to give them the fecret 
of the grand cbf mfctick, and confequently 
cannot omit the lead particular that relates 
to the valuable Portia, who was in pof- 
feflion of the whole art, without an injury ; 
to them. My apprehenfion of giving* 
G 6 offence 
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offence arlfes from having obferved, that 
there are people in the world who are jea- 
lous of chofe who pretend toinftrutt them. 
W 7 e are all fond of our own reafon and 
judgment, and are but too apt to fufpeft 
our bed friends of fome defign, -who 
endeavour to perfuade us to our own good, 
if that good happens to be contrary to our 
own inclination ; for the power that in- 
clination has over the judgment is much 
greater than can well be imagined by thofe 
people who have not experienced it ; indeed 
it is to the ufurpation of inclination, and- 
the judgment lying dormant, that I place, 
all the errors of the female world;: but, 
befides all this, there is a fpecies of pride, 
a fantaftical punctilio of honour, in us poor 
mortals, which will hardly permit us to 
own ourfelves in a condition to want ano- 
ther performs advice •, we all love to make 
our own experiments, and fooner truft any 
fenfe than our ears; but I muft beg my 
readers to remember it is Portia that now 
fpeaks, Portia, who had herfelf pra&ifed 
all the recommends; and, as it is the hap- 
pinefs of my female readers that I aim at, 
1 would fain flatter myfclf that fome few 
among them, at lead, would applaud the 
goodnefs of my heart, in attempting to 
give them a true copy, though I confefs a 
fciut one,, of this great original. 

z I now. 
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J now return to my hiftory* and am to 
acquaint my readers that Dennis Trade* 
well, of Amfterdam, had been in a de- 
clining ftate of health for fome time; his 
phyficians apprehended he was going into 
a confumption, and therefore preffed him 
to try a change of air v he now determined 
to come to England, having before paffed 
fome months in the fouth of France with- 
out any fenfible effedk; he accordingly 
came here, and had, upon his arrival, a 
confultation of the moft : eminent of the 
whole faculty of phyfick ; they were una* 
nimous in ordering him to Briftol ; thither 
therefore he went, attended by Charles 
Tradewell and Portia; and this place it 
feemed was deftined for the furrender of 
Charles's heart; for here it was that he 
firft faw the encl.mting Belinda; this 
lady was not unknown to Portia before 
this time, though not of her acquaintance; 
and Charles, who had, unmoved, beheld 
all the blooming beauties of this great 
town, now wondered chance had never 
thrown this angel in his way. Dennis 
Trade welt continued at Briftol all the fea- 
fon ; but received no fort of benefit. Upon 
his return to London, all his Complaints 
grew worfe; and as his health feemed gra- 
dually to decay, he now determined to 
return Home, after eight month's abfence; 

. . . . and 
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and this nefohition he was obliged to put 
in execution fooner than lie at firft in* 
tended, having received letters that in- 
formed him, that his prcfence in Holland 
was become abfclutely neceflary •, he there- 
fore prepared to leave England as foon as 
pofiible, but not without taking his fitter 
Portia with him, who,, he laid, had now 
no particular attachment to day in, Eng- 
land; he prefled this point fo very ftre- 
nuoufly, that at lad fhe confented > per- 
haps the rather, as (he fecretly imagined 
that her brother Charles would fall a vo- 
luntary facrifice to the beauteous form of 
Belinda, a match fee could by no means 
approve, had her fortune been three times 
what it was; but this (he did not think it 
was prudent to mention to either of her 
brothers, as Charles appeared remarkably 
referved on this fubjeft, and Dennis's 
health was, as (he thought, in too bad a 
ftate to be difturbed with what (he hoped 
would prove only an idle conjecture of her 
own : Charles attended Dennis and Portia 
to Harwich, where they parted from each 
other in fo affe&ionate a manner, that one 
would have imagined they had iorefeen 
this farewel was tobeeterhal, as indeed 
it proved. Charles flayed to fee the (hip 
under fail, and then returned to London* 

CHAP. 
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C H A P, VIIL 

Dennis Tradewell and Portia goes to Hoi* 
land i Portia receives feveral advantageous 
offers of marriage there* all which fie re~ 
jells ; Charles Tradewell marries Belinda % 
the death of Dennis -> Portia leaves HoU 

. land 9 ana refides for fever al years in 
France* at lafi comes to England* gives 
Cornelia an invitation to live with her\ 

. feme account of their manner of life* 

DENNIS and Portia arrived fcfa in 
Holland \ and Portia obferved with 
pleafure, that he bore the fatigue both of 
his journey and voyage from England 
much better than could have been ima- 
gined, which gave her fome flattering 
expectations that be was really better. As 
he bad lived at Amfterdaro from his youth, 
and had acquired a large fortune \yith a 
fair chara&er, being remarkable for pro- 
bity and drift juftice in all his dealings, 
fo the news or his arrival was received 
with joy j all the people of diftin&ion, 
both in that and the neighbouring pro- 
vinces, came to congratulate him upon 
bis return, and to pay their compliments 
to Portia. As his diftemper was of a flat- 
tering nature, fo it is not to be wondered 
at that he thought himfclf much better ; 

and 
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and the company of the ?nga"tng Portia 
greatly contributed to tune his mind to 
peace v for in her he found hot only an agree- 
able chearful companion, but a faithful 
friend, on whole judgment he might faftly 
rely : however he thought it prudent, in cafe 
of a relapfe, immediately to fet about con- 
trading his affairs, for fear of accidents - 9 
and as his dealings were very extenfive, 
4b he forefaw this was a w6rk that would 
require much time, and therefore the fooner 
he began it the better. 

Portia had, without intending it, made 
feveral conquefts; and had rendered her* 
fclf fo very agreeable, that Dennis Trade- 
welj's fifter was the chief fubjeft of con- 
verfation; in fliort, (he here received fe- 
veral very advantageous offers of marri- 
age; thofe gentlemen who applied firft to 
Dennis, believing that the fecureft way to 
gain Portia, received for anfwer, that his 
fifter was entirely her own miftrefs, and 
that he would no way interfere in the 
matter •, Portia herfelf rejedled all the 
dazling propofals that were made her in fo 
polite a manner, that, though they ceafed 
to be her lovers, they (till continued to be 
her admirers and friends: Portia thought 
upon this occafion with the matrons of 
antient Rome, who, as monfieur Rollin 
has informed us, believed it inglorious to 

enter 
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enter into fecond vows ; though I appre- 
hend this part of Portia's charafter will not 
recommend her to fome of our modern la- 
dies, who, if I am rightly informed, enter 
into engagements with two or three at 
once, befides the diftinguifhed favourite 
to whom at firft they have plighted their 
vows. 

Dennis and Portia had now been in 
Holland near two years ; in which time 
they had often heard from Charles Trade- 
well my father; but Portia had obferved, 
that for the lad year he had wrote much 
feldomer; never indeed to Dennis but 
when bufinefs obliged him ; and all his 
letters to herfeif were rather formal than 
afic&ionate; this uncommon coolnefs in 
his behaviour alarmed her-, and as (he was- 
not confcious (he had done any thing to 
merit ir, (he wrote to Charles to know 
what was become of that open fincerity 
once fo very confpicuous jn his chara&er,' 
and which indeed is the grand chara&eri-, 
flick of every gentleman and man of ho- 
nour to his approved friends: his anfwer 
to this letter was ambiguous; but his next 
letters to Dennis and herfeif cleared up the 
myftery, by informing them he then was, 
and had been for fome time, making his. 
addreffes to Belinda; and that he had met 
with the greateft oppofition fromlier fa-., 

mily, 
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roily, as I have informed my readers in 
the beginning of this work \ though he 
flattered himfclf he fhould now fuoeeed ; 
his letters were filled with high encomiums 
of Belinda's fprightly wit/ the brilliancy 
of herconverfation, and thefuperior power 
Of her external champs. 

Dennis's furprife upon the receipt of this 
letter is not to be exprelftd : he had never 
been; a man of gallantry, no not in his 
youth ; and Was now paft the meridian of 
life: he knew nothing of Belinda, but 
what Portia had occafionally informed him 
of at Briftol ; hut he knew enough to make 
him believe (he had too much gaiety in her 
difpofition to make a proper wife for his 
brother : Charles was a grave man, ufed to, 
and fond of domeftick happinefc; Dennis 
remembered her perfon, and admired her 
as he would have done a pifture, but had 
never thought of her longer than he faw 
her; and now to find Charles dwell fo 
much upon the perfe&ions of Belinda's 
perfon, was to him like the whims of a 
diftempered brain. 

He therefore not only wrote himfelf, 
but begged Portia, in the mod pathetic 
manner, to ufe all her rhetorick, and en- 
deavour to fave this much-loved brother 
from impending ruin ; in (hort, they omit- 
ted no argument to difiuade Charles from 

an 
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an alliance with Belinda -, but all alas in 
vain, he was a (lave to her fine form, and 
confequently deaf to the advice, nay, in- 
treaties of his real friends. This very foon 
became an affair of the greattft concern to 
Dennis * be refented Charles's behaviour 
lb highly, which he termed obftinacy, 
that all correfpondence was broke off be- 
tween Dennis, Portia, and Tradewell j and 
Dennis immediately altered his will, and 
left his whole fortune to Portia, without 
any limitations ; he did not long furvive 
this difpofition of his affairs, for as he 
was almoft worn out by a tedious lingering 
indifpofition of body, fo this blow, to his 
fraternal affe&ion, which had never be* 
fore been uninterrupted, like a northern 
blaft to a flower in autumn, funk him to 
the grave. 

Portia, upon the death of Dennis, found 
kerfelf intitled to a very large fortune ; but 
as- women are generally unacquainted with 
bufinefs, and in a country to the cuftoms 
of which (he was an entire ftranger, lo it 
is not to be wondered at that (he loft confi- 
derable fums of money ; and with all her 
care and induftry to /ectle her affairs, (he 
could not realize much above forty thou- . 
fand pounds, Englifh money. 

When this was accomplished, (he im- 
mediately quitted Holland, where (he had 

now 
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now no connexions, and went to France ; 
where there were large fums due to her 
from Dennis's correfpondents, and where 
indeed all her relations lived ; and as 
Tradewell from the time of his marriage 
with Belinda had been dead to Portia, ?o 
(he chofe to continue in France to that 
period of time I have before mentioned. 

Upon her arrival in England, (he took 
a large and very hand Tome houfe, and 
furnifhed it in the mod elegant manner ; 
it was in a genteel, airy, but retired part of 
the town, far from the noife and buftleof 
the great world ; here, with hcrfelf and' 
fix fervants, (which were all that compo* 
fed her family) I received an invitation to 
live; (he exprefled the moft: grateful 
fenfe of the obligations (he was under to 
both Hortenfius and Arfpacia, for their 
favours, their care, and in (hort, their 
whole behaviour to me. There was $r 
kind of fympathy in the virtues of thefe 
three Perfons, that led them infenfibly to 
create fo great and ftridt a friend (hip, 
that, I think I may fay, they formed ano- 
ther triumvirate. 

Portia's family was governed with the 
niceft decorum, her own moft excellent 
example (he juftly thought was the beft 
monitor to her fervants, whoconfideredher 
not only as their patronefs, their friend, 

but 
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»butalmoft their parent; duty and obe- 
dience held but the fecond place in their 
efteem ; aflFe&ion for their lady prompted 
them with pleafure to execute even her 
leaft command. 

The moment I entered her houfe, (he 
allured me I was at home •, and in the po- 
liced manner imaginable, begged in re- 
turn, I would favour her with the firft place 
in my friendQiip ; (he told me, (lie hoped 
I (hould never difcover her the morofe old 
woman ; her affli&ions, (he believed, had 
not affected her natural temper, which was 
to encourage chearfulnefs, and to be an 
enemy only to vice. She immediately 
prefented me with an hundred guineas, 
which (he faid was for my cloaths and 
pocket; and likewife told me, I (hould 
annually receive the fame fum from her, 
(he intending to have the intereft of my 
little fortune laid up with the principal. 

Our lives glided on fo regularly, that 
every fre(h day might appear literally a- 
nother yefterday ; we conftantly attended 
the fervice of the church every morning, 
and if the weather permitted, we after- 
wards took a walk, or the air in Portia's 
coach for the benefit of our healths; but 
we never facrificed the mornings either to 
pleafure or vifuings, but kept them fa- 
crcd to occafional bufinefs, or the im- 
prove- 
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provements of our own minds ; for as # 
Portia knew the value of time, Jo fhe ne- 
ver threw it away, by doing trifles of 
nothing. 

In one of thefe morning excurfions, 
Portia faid to me, in the plan of your 
education, my dear Cornelia, I have con- 
fulted your glory more than my own; 
and I fliali be cornplcatly happy to fee 
you good and virtuous, without enter- 
taining' the leaft vanity- in forming yon 
either by blood or precepts ; and your 
great docility in liftening to all I fay, 
makes me flatter myfelf, you will do all 
t&at I c!efire. The fubjeft I am now go- 
ing to recommend to you is of the utmoft 
ccttfequence, and calls for your greareft 
attention, being nothing Jefsthan religion. 

Where I to define religion, faid fhe, I 
fhculd call it exalted rea'on, lifted from 
the grofler parts of earth \ it dwelleth in 
the upper region of the mind, where there 
are the feweft clouds to darken k, it is 
both, the foundation and die crown of all 
the virtues ; it is morality improved, and 
railed to its height by being carried nearer 
heavfn, the only place where- perfection 
ifcfideth j it cleanfetft the uttderftanding ay 
it bpufoeth.oflF the filth that Irangethr on 
our fouls--, If we was hired to prk&iceit, 
religion : would be able to out- bid the 

corrupte & 



( '43 ) " 
• corrupted world with all it can offer, if 
reafon is admitted to be judge of the value 
of the two. As this is a true ftate of the 
cafe, it is worth all your care, my dear 
Cornelia, to make religion your choice in 
your youth and profperity, and not do as 
I have known ibme ladies, who make 
religion a refuge in old age and adrerfity. 
True piety, faid (he, will be your ftrong* 
eft guard and fureft protection > and with* 
out this, the drifted woman in the world, 
let her ideas of honour be ever fo nice, can- 
not always anfwer fqr thefafety and prefer- 
vacion of her virtue ; let me therefore ear- 
neftiy recommend to you, to make your 
life a fteady courfe of virtue, that it may 
run like a fmooth dream, and let religion 
be the fpring from which you pra&ice all 
your virtues, but take great care that your 
devotion is not con drained, for, like all o- 
ther duties, you muft make it your plea- 
lure too, or elfe it will have very little ef- 
ficacy ; a devout mind is railed above the 
little vexations and crofs accidents of life, 
to which other people for want of this are 
daily expofed •, I do not recommend a 
ftupid indifference, but a wife refignatton 
in all things to the divine will ; by this 
means your mind will always be in a date 
of eafe and tranquility, you will not be 
tied too clofe to this world, but it will 

hang 
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hang about you like a loofe garment, 
which is foon to be parted with, to put 
on a better; I could fay a great deal 
more, but I think religion ought not to de~ 
fcend to the borrowing any arguments 
out of itfelf, fince there we may find every 
thing that fhould invite us. 

Cornelia perceiving Portia to be filent, 
returned her unfeigned thanks, and fak), 
that by the afliftancc of her good exam- 
pile, fhe hoped, in time, to be able to 
carry her moft excellent precepts into 
practice, but begged her, if (he was not 
already fatigued with talking, (he would 
favour her with fome inftruftions for her 
conduft in the would ; as (he laid, (he was 
very certain,, that a lady of her great pe- 
netration and experience, muft be able to 
furnifh her with many ufeful leffons to that 
purpofe; which, faid Cornelia, as I am 
young, I greatly ftand in need of, and yet 
am not capable of makrng thofe ueceffary 
reflexions which I want •, to which Por- 
tia anfwered, the world, indeed, Corne- 
lia, is a very dangerous enemy for a 
young mind unarmed to encounter with : 

For, while we learn to fence with public 

guilt, i . 

Full oft we feel its foul contagion too. 
If lefs than heavenly virtue is our guard. 

Thus; 
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* Thus ; a ftrange kind of curs'd necefiity 
Brings down the fterling temper of his 

foul 
By bale alloy*— to bear the current (lamp 
Below, calPd wifdom :— finks him into 

fafety, 
And brands him into credit with the 

world. 
Where fpecious titles, dignify, difgrace, 
And nature's injures. — Are arts of life, 
Where brighter reafon prompts to bolder 

Crimes, 
And heavenly talents makeinfernal hearts : 
That unfurmountable extreme of guilt : 
Dr. Young's Night-Thoughts. 

You have fet me a very difficult talk, 
Cornelia, continued Portia, but to give 
you a proof, that nothing in my power 
fliall ever be wanting that may conduce 
to your happinefs, 1 (hall attempt it ; 
though, perhaps, by doing fo, 1- (hall 
ri(k the good opinion you at prefent en- 
tertain of my Abilities. 

I think, (aid Portia, it is no (mall part 
of wifdom, to guard againft folly, and, 
perhaps, it may be a furer way of in- 
ftru&ing a young lady to tell her what 
~ (he fhould not do, than what (lie (houki 
do * there are fo many temptations in 
this great town, and what is worfe, -fo 

Vol. II. H manv 
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many promoters of vice and folly to be* 
met with, that I hope you will not ima- 
gine it proceeds from fpleen and ill-na 
ture, if I acquaint you, that you cannot 
poflibly be too careful of your company 
and conduft. Always remember, Cor- 
nelia, that Eden had not an abftemkma 
Eve ; and her fair daughters prove their 
pedigree, and afk their Adams who 
would not be wife ; it is absolutely nccef- 
fary therefore, before you come to aft your 
part on the ftage of this great theatre the 
world, that your virtue fliould be well 
grounded, and attended with a very ftrong 
refolution ; I muft teach you to fet a juft 
value upon yourfelf, and to be afhamed 
of nothing but vice, which is really fhame- 
ful, becaufe it is criminal $ and this is in 
lhort only the fame precept that Epi&e- 
tus gave to his young pupil; if> faid 
he, you have a defire to make any profi- 
cioncy in philofophy, you muft firft be 
thoroughly convinced of the excellency 
of my rules, and refolve to obferve them 
upon all occafions * you muft expedt to be 
laughed at, and derided by the vulgar ; 
Epiftetus here means all people that have 
a low and vulgar manner of thinking, 
and with concern I tell you, you will 
meet with too many that defervc this dif- 
tinftion among -people of high birth and 

large 
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large fortunes, but regard not their opi- 
nions of you », think only how you may 
a£t agreeably to the didtates cf your rea- 
fon and confcience; be good and wife, 
that is fufficient * defire not the applaufes 
of the million.— But the generality of 
young people of the prefent age think 
this coo hard a teflon, they only endea- 
vour to render themfelves agreeable to 
thofe with whom they converfc ; and as 
the world is more inclined to vice than 
virtue, they comply with their tafte* ra- 
ther than lofe their acquaintance ; from 
this principle moft of the extravagancies, 
that we daily fee people of the beft fenfe 
guilty of, may be accounted for. 

From hence too proceeds that variety 
of folly, which appears in the adlions of 
the more unthinking part of the world -, 
thefe poor creatures are betrayed into 
faults meerly from want of thought * 
whereas, the others are obliged to do vi- 
olence to themfelves, and put a ftop to 
their own refle&ions, in order to commit; 
them ; what a mean abje&t fpirit is this, 
to lower our own under Handings, and 
fubjedt them to the caprice of the 
fcnfelefs and ftuptdly vieioufc ; tp fupprefs 
our reafon for tear of their cenfure, and 
not dare to be wife and good, becaufe it 
Ha. is 
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is not the will or the intereft of our ac- 
quaintance that welbould be fo. 

Can Britons, can lovers of liberty, (for 
there is ftill iome among. us that feem 
fond of the name of freedom) thus fub- 
mit to have fetters put upon their very 
minds, which is the word kind of (la- 
very j but do you, Cornelia, deteft the 
very thought of being thus (hackled? 
for, indeed,, continued Portia, it is ow- 
ing in a great meafure to this mental cow- 
ardice, that vice has fo prevailed among us. 

For vice would foon give place, had 
virtue the courage to appear in all her na- 
tive. beauty i would you then enjoy happi- 
nefs in old 9ge, *by which I mean peace of 
mind ; nothing but a youth fpent in vir- 
tue can produce it j and, I am very cer- 
tain, there is np pther method than reli- 
gion, .to obt^jn this moft defireable end ; 
which will; turn all our paflions and af- 
fections towards heaven. . ; t 

Here Portia ended, arid Cornelia re- 
turned her .grateful thanks, and h as it 
grew late, they haftened home to drefs 
and prepare foj dinner, .- 

As 1 look upon a good: education to be 
a great blefiing.* and. .believe our. happi- 
nei's both here and hereafter wholly de- 
pends upon it, To 1 have dwelt particular- 
ly on Portia's precepts, hoping they may 

be 
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be of fervice to fome of my fair readers, 
who have had the misfortune to be neg- 
le&ed in their youth ; and in that cafe I 
"advife the cultivation of their minds ar 
any age * for whatever mean opinion the 
gentlemen entertain of the ladies in gene- 
ral, nature has certainly beftowed upon 
fome of them capacities and gdod under- 
ftandings ; and the very wide difference 
that appears between the fexes, is in fome 
meafure owing to the womens receiving 
no education at all; which indeed is now 
the cafe among 'us, with fome few excep- 
tions. 

Would my fair country-women believe 
this, and be perfuaded to take a little pains 
for the improvement of their minds, we 
fliould fooa-find fome of them would be 
remarkable for true wit and found judg- 
ment; at prefent the Englifli ladies are 
diftinguifhed by foreigners only by fine 
fhapes and lovely faces; this would effec- 
tually fecure the conqueftsof their eyes* 
nay more, where their external charms 
failed, their intelle&ual would prevail > 
and, what is a very material circumftance r 
a (lave thus made would be r a (lave eternal, 
as the charms that firft fubdued him would 
improve by time : I forbear to mention,, 
that this would make them valuable wivts* 
and agreeable companions; foe as. that is 
H 3 now 
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now the leaft of their care, fo I fear it wili 
not be admitted as an argument in my 
favour: a very little time, which might 
eafify be fpared from drefs, Cards, and 
diverfions, fpent every day in reading and 
reflection, would bring all this to pafs? 
and that I may not appear lingular in my 
afftrtion, I (hall fubjoin a few lines, faid 
to be wrote by a lady, as much diftin- 
guifhed for her wit and beauty, as by the 
high Ration (he holds in the world. 

A female mind like a rude fallow lies, 
No feed is fown, but weeds fpontaneous 

rife; 
As well might weexpedt in winter, fpring, 
A i land unci U'd a fruitful crop (hould bring; 
Can female youth, left to weak woman's 

care* 
Milled by cuftom, folly's fruitful heir, 
Told that their charms a monarch may en- 

flavc* 
That beauty, like the gods, can kill or fave, 
Taught the arcana's, the myfterious arts, 
By ambufli-drcfs-to catch unwary hearts; 
If wealthy born, taught to lifp French, 

and dance, 
Their morals, likeLucretia's, left to chance, 
Strangers to reafon— and reflection made, 
Left to their paffions-^and by them be- 
trayed, 

Untaught 
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Untaught the noble end of glorious truth, 
Bred to deceive, even from their earlielt 

youth, 
Unus'd to books, not virtue taught to 

prize, 
Whofe mind afavage wade unpeopled lies, 
Which to fupply, trifles fill up the void, 
And idly bufy, to no end employed, 
Can thefe from fuch a lchool more virtue 

fhew, 
Or tempting vice treat like a common foe; 
Can they refift when foothing pleafure woes, 
Preferve their virtue when their fame they 

lofe; 
No more can we expeft our modern wives 
Hero's fhould breed, who lead fuch ufe- 

lefs lives. 



CHAP. IX. 

A continuation of Portia's manner of life, 
with an attempt towards the characters 
offome people who vifited her ; a defer if * 
Hon of Portia 9 s particular friends. 

PORTIA kept a great deal of good 
company of lx>th fexes; if people of 
genteel eafy fortunes, good understand- 
ings, liberal educations, and the mod un- 
Wemiflied charafters, are allowed to come 
properly under that denomination; yet 
H 4 Portia 
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Portia had no concerts of muficks, no 
balls, no routs, nor private parties ac 
cards, nor did (he fee mafques; yet, not- 
withftanding all this, Portia was well vi- 
iited, as the phrafe is, though the grand 
magnet items to be wanting, as it is plea- 
sure now, and only pleafure, that attradls 
the mind, and captivates the underftand- 
ing. 

Whether this was owing to the diftin- 
guifning cade of Portia's acquaintance, or 
to their invincible, ftupidity, I (hall not 
take upon me abfolutely to determine; 
though I am very well inclined to believe 
it was the former ; but as I profefs myfelf 
not to be an inhabitant of the great and 
gay world, fo I apprehend my opinion will 
have little weight, as all people out of that 
elucidating 'circle are' faid to be deprived 
of common fenfe : but be that as it may j 
Portia's houie in an afternoon was like a 
feminary, where the old might improve 
in virtue and wifdom, and the young 
might learn all that was laudable and 
praife-worthy-,' all new things worth read- 
ing were read, and comments made upon 
the work by the company then prefent. 

At other times the converfation turned 
upon fome ufeful piece of hiftory, or the 
recommendation, of fome virtue which 
feemed to be grown obfolete and out of 

ufc 



( i'53 ) 

ufc among us, or the degradation of fome 
reigning vice, or folly; Tor it was Portia's 
opinion, that folly unre proved was a tacic 
invitation to crimes of a much deeper die. 

Portia's fituation in life indeed obliged 
her fometimes to admit people, who had 
no title by their own merit to her com- 
pany, and who were incapable of bearing 
any part in the conversations that were car- 
ried on at : her houfe; but then they were 
allied to perfons of merit and virtue, or by 
•the rank they held in the world could not 
decently be denied admittance into all po- 
lite apartments •, and her good- nature gave 
them an opportunity to improve; at le.ifl 
they did not offend ; and' fometimes, by 
exhibiting a fafhionabfe abfurdity, they 
gave a fprightly turn to the whole con- 
verfation; and, at the worft, they only 
added to her furniture by filling empty 
chairs. 

Portia was no enemy to the ftage ; and 
often would fay, that, under fome proper 
regulations, (he believed the theatre would 
be of ufe ; fhe therefore never oppofed my 
going there in company of Arfpacia; as 
fhe thought from a good play a young wo- 
man-might rife wifer or better ; though 
fhe never went herfelf. She would fay, 
that the world to her was like an exhaufted 
flower, its fweets- were gone; and as I 
H 5 v*^J. 
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judge of the value of things, would fhe 
continue, by my term in them, fo pleafure 
now holds but a very low price in my efti- 
mation : (be would fometimes, with, a 
fmile, fay, the world, that thoroughly 
knows its own intereft, always quits old 
people; I wilh they would take the hint, 
and quit the world; I do not mean, faid 
flie, to have them absolutely interred, but 
only buried to the publick diversions of 
the town. 

I muft inform my readers, that one day 
in every week we fpent with Hortenfius 
and Arfpacia; and they did the fame with 
vis; and there was always a full afiembly 
at both houfes: one afternoon the con- 
versation turned upon the fubjed of hap- 
pinefs ; a lady in company made a very 
trite obfervation, that happinefs was only 
opinion ; to which Hortenfius anfwered, 
he thought happinefs was any pleafure that 
would bear reflection. 

To this Portia faid, that (he begged 
leave to differ both from the lady and 
Hortenfius ; and firft as to the lady, that 
called it only an opinion ; for, faid (he, 
if that is once admitted, happinefe muft 
be a vague airy notion only, as it depended 
on every fingle individual judgment; and 
two thirds of mankind appeared by their 
a&ions to be incapable of forming any 
judgment. A* 
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As CO Hortenfius, he wa$ undoubtedly 
right in his firft principle; but then he 
had confined happinefs to pleafure only ; 
which, (ho faid, flie could by no means 
admit; for, 

* True happinefs ne'er enter'd at an eye; 
True happinefs refides in things unfeen : 
No fmiles of fortune ever bled the bad, 
Nor can her ffowns rob innocence of joys; 
That jewel wan ting— triple crowns are poor, 

Portia continued, and faid, though (he 
herfelf was now in pofleflion of r?al happi- 
nefs, yet it was not in her power to define 
it j but the whole company being unani- 
mous in defiring her fentiments upon this 
fubjeft ; (he immediately complied ; and 
thus began * 

Happinefs confifts in that health of 
body which is founded on temperance and 
exercife, and a tranquility of mind that 
refults from innocency and virtue ; it re- 
quires fo much of the goods of life as will 
iatisfy its own natural wants, and fome to 
fpare for the relief of other people; juft 
as much pleafure as will keep the heart 
chearful, and the eye ferene; and as much 
knowledge as will fill up the intervals of 
ibciety with a pleafing, but not a too an« 

# Dr. Young's Night-Thoughts, 
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xious contemplation; this, ladies and gen- 
tlemen, is my opinion, or rather the bed 
definition I am capable of making of hap- 
pinefs ; and, if you admit it, I believe 
you will join with me in faying* that it is 
within a very narrow compafs, that the 
divine providence has placed the fum total 
of rational life, that all degrees of the 
human fpecies inight in fome meafure par- 
take. . ■ 
How eafy is this to obtain, if we would 
but give o.urfelves leave.-, and yet, alas, how * 
iblicitous are we to overlook this golden 
mean : we fufFer our weak imaginations 
to feduce us, and we place all our happi- 
nefs in pomp, magnificence, equipage, 
and expence-, and we affix fliame, infamy, 
and reproach on poverty •, and here indeed 
we tread mechanically in the fteps of our 
forefathers ; but furely, for our own fakes, 
/we (hould exert our underftandings, and 
emerge from this darknefs ; for we do not 
confider, that while we are thus wafting 
the fands of life in fuch abfurd and felf- 
tormenting fancies, that we ftand ftupidly 
infenfible of far more exalted pleasures, 
than is in the power of wealth and grandeur 
to purchafe; the great and dazzling luftre 
«f the heavens, the beautiful verdure of 
the earth, woods, plants, and flowers; in 
Ihorr, nature, in ail her vaft variety of 
. charms, 
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charms, addrefling herfetf with all her e- 
loquence to every fenfe, courting us to 
lengthen life by innocent enjoyments, which 
(he freely offers to all without money, 
though far above all price; for, as dodor 
Young has elegantly expreffed it, 

What makes man wretched ? — happinefs 

deny'd ? 
Lorenzo no; — 'tis happinefs difdained ; 
She comes too meanly drefied to win our 

fmile, 
And callsherfelf content, — a homely name; 
Our flame is tranfport, and content our 

fcorn : 
Life's modeft joys we ruin, while we raife, 
And all our extafies are wounds to peace, 
Peace — the full portion of mankind below. 

Here Portia ended ; and the whole 
company returned her their thanks for her 
fyftem of happinefs, which now appeared 
to all prefent to be in their own power-, 
but they were interrupted by the appear- 
ance of a lady,, whom I fhall call Mrs. 
Mode-love ; fhe was the wife of a gentle- 
man of great merit, good-nature, and 
lajge fortune ; he had, when he was very 
young, married her; her fine.perfon only 
raifed her to this dignity, for he took her 
from the dregs of mankind.; and perhaps 
this was the uaiy a&ion of his whole life, 

for 
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for which even his enemies could call his 
judgment in queftion : this fudden exalt** 
tioo, at firft, as I have been told, quite 
turned her head ; and indeed at this time 
fhe appeared to be giddy with her great- 
nefs. 

Not that (he wanted a good underftand- 
ing ; for this was by no means the cafe ; 
but her vanity and affectation prevented 
this excellence from appearing to advan- 
tage *, not a feature, nor a limb, but what 
was diftorted, as if (he had been all over 
convulfed, and her very voice was often 
fo altered, that (he was quite unintelligi- 
ble. As Mr. Mode-love was a fenator, 
and a true patriot, fo the good of his coun- 
try engrofled all his attention * and. his 
elegant lady amufed herfclf in the manner 
that (he thought mod agreeable ; and this 
confided chiefly in adorning her own deli- 
cate perfon, and the decorations of her 
houfe, in both of which (he fpared neither 
time nor expence : as (he kepi a great deal 
of what is commonly called the bed com- 
pany, fo (he was perfectly acquainted with 
all that was doing in town, and, very 
obligingly, upon her coming in, gave 
Portia a lift of the diverfions and enter- 
tainments that were then in vogue : every 
body prefent, I believe, admired the 
itrength of her memory * and feme among 

them 
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them wilhcd (he had put it to a better 
ufe : when this was over, (he remained 
filent, as not knowing what tOxfay ; and 
then agreeably fuprized the company, by 
(hewing (he had juft fenfe enough to take 
her leave of people (he could not entertain, 
and by whom (he would not improve. 

To prevent any wrong im predion that 
■her fine figure might make on Cornelia, 
Portia, turning to her, faid, whatever is 
the predominant paffion of the mind en* 
grofies all its faculties, and every thing is 
negle&ed to indulge it : thus it has hap- 
pened to be the ambition of Mrs. Mode- 
love to commence a modern belle j drefs, 
equipage, balls, operas, mafquerades, with 
a long train of et caeteras, is her only 
bufinefs, while good fenfe, and the im- 
provement of her underftanding, is totally 
undervalued *, all her thoughts, her time, 
and money, are employed to adorn her 
perfon, and her mind (inks into depravity, 
inftead of receiving the lead: embellifh- 
ment - 9 and hence perhaps arifes a reafon 
for what has often occafioned me fome 
fpeculation, that I have fcarcely ever met 
with a celebrated beauty that had common 
fenfe $ and to people who live abftra&ed 
from what is called the gaiety of the 
town, or rather, I think, I may fay, 
who are not intoxicated with its fol- 
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lies, the ridiculous ambition of fuch a 
xhara&er will meet with the utmoft con- 
•tempt, ■ , . 

But I myft now, continued Portia 1 , 
warn you in a particular manner, my 
dear Cornelia, againft vanity and affecta- 
tion, the faults that are mod; apparent in 
Mrs. Mode-love, and of which .our fex are 
but with too muc.h juttice generally accufed. 
Monfieur St. EvremQin, d man of as 
much gallantry as ever his gay nation pro- 
duced, has carried his raillery on this fubjeft 
as far as it will go; and from hence we 
may learn, that it was in his days the 
reigning foibles of the fair-; a$d we have 
great reafon to believe it is not lefiened in 
ours. 

As the love of praife is certainly im- 
planted m our bofoms, as a ftrong incen- 
tive to worthy adtions, I. therefore con- 
fefs, it is a very difficult. talk to get,.a- 
hove a defire of it, in things that, our 
reafon and judgment, rell us, we ought 
to be wholly indifferent to - r for we 
feldom give ourfelves time to diftin- 
guifh in thefe points, in fonice a manner 
as they deferve j of this nature are all 
graces in our perfons, our drefs, and our 
deportment ; which will be engaging. and 
attractive if we think not of them, but 
lofe their force in proportion toourco- 
i deavours 
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deavoura to make them fuch ; for when 
we give the paffionfor praife an unbridled 
liberty, our pieafure in little trifling per- 
fedions, robs us of what is due to us 
foe great virtues and worthy qualities. 
The belt way to get clear of affedation, 
or to give it a foftcr name, of a light fond- 
nefs for applaufe, is to take care to throw 
off the love of it upon all occafions that 
are not in themfelves laudable. When 
our confeioufnefs turns upon the main de- 
fign of life, and our thoughts are employ- 
ed upon the chief purpofe, we (hall never, 
betray an affedation, for we cannot be 
guilty of it ; and if we are permitted to 
meaiure faults by the greatnefs of the pu- 
niftimenr, there are few of a higher fize 
than affectation, as there is fcarce a great- 
er penalty, than that of being continually: 
laughed at. The very ingenious Mr. 
Addifon, who, I prefume, it will be al- 
lowed me, knew human nature perfedly 
well, has allured us, that no woman can 
be handfome by the force of features a- 
lone, and that a beauty, confidered meer- 
ly as fuch, is only an object of fight, and 
may be allowed to amufe as a pi dure, but 
never to triumph in a higher capacity. 
If his dodrine fhould ever take effed, I 
fear, many. fine ladies would be abridged 
of their power, and find themfelvra fud- 

denly 
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denly reduced to a piece of painted can- 
vafs* this is conveying fo degrading an 
idea of our fexes, that I would hope every 
woman of true fpirit would difdain it, and 
exert thofe faculties heaven has blefltd her 
with, to become a rational creature* I 
cannot, however, forbear making one 
obvious remark upon what this great man 
has affcrted •, which is this. That the ge- 
nerality of men are in one fenfe Plato* 
nick lovers, fo far as to allow the great- 
eft beauty lies in the mind *, it is poffible, 
indeed, that a moft angelic form may fo 
dazzle at firft fight, that the want of 
mental beauty, and the deformity of affec- 
tation may not appear * but you are always 
to remember, that time, that great difco- 
vererofallthings, will remove the film from 
the lover's eyes, and then he will behold 
things as they really are. Portia was go- 
ing on, but the enterknce of three ladies 
put a flop to her coaverfation. 

Thefe ladies were as remarkable for their 
fkriSt attachment to each other, as by the 
peculiarity of their charafters j Mrs, All- 
good, whom I (hall begin with, was a 
maiden lady, of good family, good for- 
- tune, and good fenfe *, but had taken a 
turn to talk of religion upon all occalkxis, 
and in all companies. She talked a great 
deal, and what is extraordinary, (he talk- 
ed 
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cd weU ; but (he talkdd for fame, (he pro- 
feJTed herfclf a member of the church of 
England, as by law eftablifhed, but her 
doctrine was much more fevere than any 
tenets that our church enjoins •, (he had 
read a great deal, but they were all books 
of devotion; andfaid, thofc people muft 
have bad hearts indeed, that were capable 
of receiving any amufement, but from 
treaties of religion. She was a mod in- 
veterate enemy to the ft age-, the theatre, 
(he called a temple confecrated to the in- 
fernal deity ; and faid, that (he believed, 
neither St. Paul, when at Rome, nor any 
of the apoftlcs ever frequented it, or any 
other public entertainments •, not by the 
way, that Mrs. Allgood was &verfe to pri* 
vateones, with her fcled friends -, for the 
pleasures of the table (he thought very in- 
nocent. She informed the company upon 
her firft coming in, that (he had taken the 
tuition of her dear friend, Mrs. Flutter's 
daughter, a. child of eight years old, and 
was then teaching her a fyftem of theo- 
- logy> ia which this young lady was a 
great proficient; In (hort, not to tire my 
readers, Mrs. Allgood was a perfeft de- 
votee ; as her charader appeared to Cor- 
nelia to be of a mixed nature, with fome- 
thing of novelty in it, fo (he begged of 
Arfpacia. to give her a little information 

about 
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about "this lady •, tb which Arfpicia r& 
plied, I believe, Mrs. Allgood has fome 
great virtues i but I doubt, whether va- 
nity, like a rank weed, doth not overfha- 
dow thofe fair flowers 5 at lead, I fear 
Ihe is not quite fo much/fpiricualteedi asr 
fhe would have the world believe * and as, 
perhaps, ihe her iclf thinks the goddefsfame 
relates fome anecdotes about her, which 
Mrs. Allgood's admirers fay r was invent- 
ed by a coquet, who told it to envy, the 
elder lifter of ill-nature •,; the purport of 
which is, that Mrs* Allgood' is hot yet 
quite all foul, but has fome infirmities of 
the flefli (till hanging about her. 

Portia then fpoke, and faid, yoi? may 
be- wife, Cornelia, without vanity * , for 
wifdom doth not require* fo much out- 
ward (hew, as inward fecurity 'i yoo may. 
be prudent, without being a prude* for 
I would have your modefty accompanied 1 
with an innocent gaiety, and your referv* 
w«h great good-nature ; apply yourfelf to 
learn what will embellifli your mind, but 
let not vanity attend your knowledge. 
As to your philofophy,. I would have it 
wholly chriftian-, make your own heart 
good, but be not too fevere upon the 
failings of your fellow-creatures, who dif- 
fer, perhaps., • only in trifles from yoa '9 
he affable and obliging to every? per/on 

you 
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•you converfe with, but intimate with 
none; behave without the leaft. pride to 
thofe people, whom heaven has made 
yoMr inferiors, either in fortune of under- 
Handing; remember, that the principles 
of chriftianity put all the world on the 
fame ftot, ' In fhorr, faid fhe, I would 
have you. do nothing, but what is truly 
prailc-porthy, ,buc without vanity ; for 
the oftentacion of a good a£Hon, often 
eclipfes the glory which it would otherwife 
defer vp. It is with a great pleafure, my 
dear Cornelia, continued Portia, that I 
fee in you an emulation to raife yourfelf a 
cfyarader by which you may be diftin- 
guilhed ; I love,- faid /he,, to lee an ea- 
gernefs for precedence in virtue in young 
people, but beware of vanity, the lead 
tindure of it poifons all the virtues -, an 
inftance of which you have juft feen in 
Mrs. AllgQod :. be not therefore too fond 
of applaule ; yet a defire to be well thought 
of by the wife and good, I do not blame ; 
no, I recommend it to you, for their ap- 
probation is like a glory round about a 
woman's head, It is an ornament, as well 
as a reward of her virtues. 

And it is therefore, my dear Cornelia, 
that in all your actions I beg you to aim at 
the higheft perfe&ion ; form no projeft, 
let about nothing, without faying to your- 
felf 



( 168 ) 

recommendations, that the man of the 
ftridcft honour, juftice, morality, and 
religion would always be preferred ; they 
would then change the form of their at- 
tack, and inftead of decorating their own 
perfons, would turn all their thoughts on 
the embellishments of their minds and 
manners -, as knowing that the only way 
ever to be fuccefsful with the fair.* Ano- 
ther national advantage arifing from a ge- 
neral reformation in the fair fex is, that as 
I have, I hope, proved clearly, it would 
have a great influence upon the conduct 
pf the men ; for was the men more gene- 
rally virtuous, they would be more truly 
valiant ; the confequence of which is, that 
we fhould have no cowards either at fea or 
land ; for as Shakefpear has long ago 
told us. 

It is confcience only that makes cowards 
of us all : what then could alarm the Bri- 
tifh nation * not Lewis le grand, as he is 
{tiled by his fycophants, with his army 
of petit maitres •, for Englifhmen would 
then all be brave, becaufe they would all 
be virtuous j and Englishwomen would 
3li be fair, becaufe they all were good. 

And the mod effedual method, that I 
know of, to bring about this very defire- 
able end is, to take characters from real 
life, ftrongly pointed, and then make 

fome 
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feme proper refle&ions upon them, that 
when a female mind fees the lead analog/ 
between the foible, folly, or fault, that is 
here reprefented, and what it feels in its 
own bofom ; it may, by immediately a- 
mending what it is now convinced is abfo* 
Jutely wrong, ftrike out the ugly refem- 
blancc, and fo become at once both wife- 
and good, according to the proverb, every 
one to mend one, and the work is done ; 
but, perhaps, it will be obje&ed, that I 
am not equal to this undertaking, that I 
have no talent for drawing, that my co- 
lours are bad, and that the molt I deferve 
but the name of a vile dawber, fit only to 
attempt a fign-poft. 

As it is very probable there may be 
truth in this charge, fo I (hall not go a- 
bout to defend myfelf, but only humbly 
offer to their confederation my intention i 
which, in fpite of criticifm is good ; and 
as the intention is, what only (lamps a 
merit upon any adtion, ought therefore 
principally to be regarded ; fo I hope the 
humane and good-natured part of my fair 
readers will permit the goodnefs of the 
defign, to plead an excufe for the bad- 
nefsof thcexecution. Without farther pre- 
face, therefore, I return to my characters. 

I dial I now prefent them with ivl;s. 
F:i!trtT, the ficciid cf the ihr^- i.' 1 ' •- 
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-mentioned in the former chapter. Mr. 
Flutter, hufband to thU lady, was a man 

. of plain fenfe, and moderate fortune ; they 
had been married fome years, but had on- 
ly one child, the young lady before men- 
tioned, to be placed under the care of 
Mrs. Allgood. As Mrs. Flutter pra- 
teflfed herfelf a modern fine lady, fo, ac- 
cording to the invariable rules of that 
fc<5t, (he never condefcended to the care 
of her family, or the performance of any 
domeftic duties; this put Mr. Flutter un- 
der a neceflity to (loop to offices which 
degraded his digftity, and brought him 
into contempt, and he loft the efteem of 
fenfible people; for, alas! they did not 
know, that if; he had not ordered his own 

. dinner, his good lady would not have 
taken the trouble off his hands ; as Mr. 
Flutter was a ftranger to the oeconomy 
of a houfhold, fo it is not to be won- 
dered at, that he was grofly impofed on ; 
and though his received chara&er was 
that of a mifer ; yet it was notorious, that 
he lived greatly above his income. To 
account for this feeming paradox, I muft 
return to Mrs. Flutter; Ihe had both a 
native and an acquired folly, though the 
latter bore much the greater (hare; her 
head was a perfect triangle, equally divi- 
ded between religion, metaphyficks, and 
i the 
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the fafhion ; the firft of thefe was owing 
to her intimacy with Mrs. Allgood ; Mrs, 
Flutter not only therefore talked about 
religion in all companies, but made it the 
fubjedfcof her letters to her acquaintance; 
and yet by her conduit it did not appear, 
that religion had the leaft influence on 
any of her a6tions ; from whence I judge, 
it was then only in her head, for at that 
time it certainly had not reached her 
heart •, as to her paffion for metaphyficks, 
it was eafily accounted for, by acquainting 
my readers, that (he almoft adored Mrs, 
Surface, who was a profeflfed metaphyfi- 
eian-, and Mrs. Flutter confidered >his 
lady in a very highlight ; for, I believe, 
flie thought her wifer than Solomon him- 
ftlf; as to the fafhion indeed, (he was 
entirely governed in that particular by her 
two prime minifters, her milliner, and 
itfantua-maker-, thefe people were abfo- 
lutely neceflary to her peace and happi- 
nefs, as they had it both in their power 
and inclination, to relieve Mrs. Flutter 
from two very heavy burdens, her time 
and her money •, both t)f thofe very va- 
luable things fhe was always glad to dif- 
pofe of. She piqued herfelf on her ma- 
ternal tendernefs, which all confided in 
adorning the outfide of the little favour- 
ite ; for her mind lay like a barren watte, 
I 2 quite 
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quite uncultivated* 'till Mrs. Allgood ex- 
tended her charity to this f*ir flower, as 
before obferved. 

Whenever Mrs. Flutter fpoke of her 
hufband, it was to ridicule him, for (he 
faid, he was an non-entity ; and by this 
means, without intending it, I am very 
fure fhe took the mod effectual method 
to convey to the company the loweft o« 
pinion of her own underftanding : when 
ihe talked with him, even before her 
tommon friends, Ihe would tell* him, Ihe 
hated him. The firft time Cornelia heard 
this, (he was aftonifhed beyontf meafure, 
td find it poffible, for a well-bred woman 
to be guilty of fo great an indecency ; but 
fhe has fince been told, her furprize was 
owing only to her want of knowledge of 
what was daily pra&iced in the polite 
world; by ladies, whofe birth, fortune, 
and education entitle them to give laws 
to all below their own quality •, and who 
are fuperior to aay reflections that can be 
made by Plebeians on their conduft-, if this 
is a faft, and there are really fuch ladies 
in the world, I (hall take leave to tell 
them, that this "proof of their fincerity, 
in acquainting the gentlemen, who have 
the misfortune of being their hu(bands, 
v. irh what all the world knew before, can 
. .jw ex. u!~ fcr their wa:it of <y>ed 
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Manners, and the delicacy that ought to 
be infeparable from the fex ; and if fuch 
ladies will voluntarily diveft themfeJves of 
their dignity, and a flu me the language 
and behaviour of their menial fervants, 
they mud expeft to be treated as fuch \ 
for let a woman's quality be ever fo high, 
or her fortune ever fo large, unlefs (he ia 
diftinguiflied by v fomething more than 
her drefs, (he has beftowed her tune to 
no purpofe- as to Mrs. Flutter, (he was 
too much the modern fine lady, to admk 
of fu$h a vulgar thing, as afFe&ibn for 
a hufband ; no, her heart was wholly en- 
grofled by that fafhionable thing, called 
female friendfliip ; and, which indeed is 
now conftituted in the room of almoft 
every virtue, by thefe fame friends, who 
are always loud in their applaui'es of each 
other; in this particular* Mrs. Flutter 
was a pcrfeft entbufiaft; hu(band, child, 
health, reputation, fortune, all was to 
be facrificed at once, if they came in com- 
petition with her dear friends. Mrs. Flut- 
ter appeared by her drefs at this vifit, to 
have ranfacked the whole globe to deco- 
rate her perfon ; at leaft, it was plain no 
expence was fpared that could augment 
the gaudy appearance. As her perfon 
was really firte, fo (he had the good -na- 
ture to givt it gratis •, that being a parr, 
I 3 I think, 
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I think, of the prefent falhion. Upon 
her firft coming in, Hortenfius obferved 
to a gentleman who fat near him, that he 
thought Mrs* Flutter like our firft parent 
Eve before the fall ; for though (he was 
naked, (he was not afiiamed *, to which 
the gentleman replied, that undoubtedly 
ft was part of the curfe pronounced upoa 
mankind, that the females Ihould have no 
lhame. This was a very fevere cenfure, 
and I wifli the ladies of the prefent age 
would make it appear, it had no founda- 
tion in truth ; I muft therefore once more 
addrefs my fair country-women, and beg 
them to amend their whole conduct j and 
by fetting a good example to the male part 
of the creation, they will, in fome mea- 
sure, wipe out that indeliable blot upon 
our charadters ; for it is notorious, that 
the woman was the firft in the tranfgreflion; 
it is therefore incumbent upon us now to 
take the road to virtue -, for if we longer 
negledt doing it, I apprehend the men will 
fay, that the lerpent, by feducing Eve, took 
pofieffion of the whole fex ever after. 
. And here I cannot forbear recommend- 
ing to my fair readers a certain ornament, 
a great deal out of ufe # it is true, but* 
therefore, not the lefs becoming, called 
modefty ; I fay, an ornament, as it really 
is, and perhaps was 1 to call it a virtue, 

fome 
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fome of my readers might objeft to the 
ufing it ; I do affure them, folemnly, it 
is the moft becoming habit they can pof- 
iibly put on, for modefty has great advan- 
tages ; it always fets off beauty, nay, it 
gives an agreeable (hade to even uglinefs 
ifrfelf. I have fomewhere met with a lit- 
tle fable to this purpofe, and (hall, for 4 
the benefit of my fair readers, give it 
them -as perfedt as my memory will per- 
mit me now to do. 

A FABLE. 

IT is faid, that when Jupiter formed the 
paffions in the human breaft, he ai- 
figned every one of them its diftindfc a- 
bode ; modefty, however, was forgot : 
fhe was upon her petition at laft introdu- 
ced to him, but as he could not cell where 
to place her, he therefore allowed her al- 
ways to accompany the great virtues -, 
ever fince that time (he is infeparably from 
them. She is the friend of truth, and 
betrays the lie that dare attack it ; (he is 
a conftant attendant upon good fenfe *, (he is 
in drift union with love, and often pro- 
claims it ; in a word, (he is fo abfolutely 
neceffary to beauty, that (he lofes her 
charms, whenever (he appears without; 
modefty. So much for fable. 

I 4 I would 
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I would therefore advife my fair readers, * 
to Jet the chief part of their finery be mo- 
defty '-, and I will likewife tell them one 
ferious truth, that attra&ed by the amiable 
appearance of modefty, I have heard gen* 
tlemen declare, they have discovered great 
beauty, where they otherwife would not 
have fearched for it. 

As loon as Mrs. Flutter had left the 
apartment, Portia turning to Cornelia, 
faid, I doubt not but this lady's beha- 
viour has occafioned you great fpecula- 
tion, as indeed it juftly might; and tho* 
you have been before-hand with me in 
your reflexions on her conduft in general, 
yet I muft beg leave to make a few re-< 
marks on fome particulars ; and the ra- 
ther, as it is poflible they may hereafter 
be of fervice to you ; and, firft, if fate 
allots you to a happy marriage, make the 
blefling permanent by love, and the con- 
ftant pradice of all the female virtues ; if, 
on the contrary, you are unfortunately 
married, and your mind is torn and dif- 
t rafted with the agonies of dotneftic jars, 
feek relief from him, who alone can extri- 
cate us out of the deepeft diftrefs : if you 
love your huiband paffionately, as was 
my own cafe, and he but ill return your ten- 
der nefs-, let mildnefs, complaifance, and a 
bla me lefs condutt be the only arms that you 

combat 
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Combat his ill humour with; For a contrary 
method will only irritate him the more 
and, 1 am y'efy pofitVve, cah never regain 
a heart liable to wandering * but, above 
all things, let not the badnefs of your huf- 
band's behaviour, or his particular ill ufage 
of you, ever draw you Into the leaft irre- 
gularity 5 fo far from talking of your huf- 
band's faults yourfelf, I would have you 
fhun all opportunities of hearing of them, 
and, as much as poffible, be blind to 
them ; for youi 1 difcretion and filence wijl 
here be the moft prevailing reproof j an 
affefted ignorance is feldom a virtue, 
and yet in this caie it would be a great 
One; and if your huflband is afenfible man* 
he will fee how unwilling you are to be un- 
eafy ; ancl there cannot be a ftronger argu- 
ment to perfuade him not to be unjuft to 
you * nay, it is highly probable, your ex- 
ample may in time teach him to corred all 
his irregular paffions, and at laft entirely 
convert him-, and furely there is nothing 
fo gldrious to a wife as a victory fo gained ; 
for a man y reclaimed from«any bad habiu 
in this manner, will ever after be fubjefted 
to her virtue, and the wife's patience, for 
a time, is rewarded by a triumph that 
will continue as long her life : I have al- 
ways thought, that a wife rtfver appeared 
in a more truly ridiculous light, than when 
file made her hufband's fa^iu or folUt* tb*. 
I 5 fe&^&t* 
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fubjeft of her converfation ; one would 
imagine, fuch women expedted the town 
fhould rife up in arms to take their parts ; 
but the coniequence always is, that they 
iare brought up in all companies as the 
reigning jell, and continue fo till fome 
newer folly comes upon the Stage to their 
relief. 

I make no doubt, Cornelia, continued 
Portia, but you fee all the errors of Mrs. 
Flutter's condudt in regard to her daugh- 
ter; and, in cafe heaven ftiould ever fee fit 
to blefs you with a family, I (hall take leave 
to fay fomething on that fubjeft to you. 

Firft then, a woman's' tendernefs to her 
children is one of the moft fihcere evi- 
dences of her virtue; but yet I would 
have the manner of exprefling this affec- 
tion fubjeft to the rules of good breeding; 
and though a woman of fafhion ought 
not to be lefs kind to them than mothers 
of the lowed rank in life are to theirs, yet 
ihe muft diftinguifh herfelf in the manner, 
and avoid the ordinary methods; you muft 
begin early to make your children love 
you, that they may obey you: to be diC- 
pieafed for their own good, is a maxim 
young people are very flow in underftand- 
ing ; fo that you are always to conclude, 
that the thoughts of your children have 
no fmall mixture of mutiny in them, which, 

being 
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berng natural, you muft not be angry ar r 
becaufe th^t will increafe it v when you 
caoaot avoid chiding, do it gently, but,. 
if it is poflible, rather flatter a,way their 
ill humour, and take the firft opportunity* 
after this, of pleafing them in fomething 
that they did notexpeft; this will ftrength- 
Q.ftyoijr authority, by making it foft, and 
confirm their obedience, by making ic 
their intercft ; above ail things, nevpr be 
in a paffion, either with or before your 
children, for this is giving them' a licence/ 
to do the fame ; you muft therefore keep 
as ftridt a guard upon yourfelf before your 
children as if you was amongft your ene- 
ipies; for all children have a (hortnefs of 
thought, owing to the weaknefs of their 
judgments, and are very apt to make 
wrong inferences of what you fay; and by 
this means they leflen their duty to you, 
and extend their liberty farther than is 
convenient to themfelves; let them there- 
fore ftand more in awe of your affe&ion 
than of your power: in one word, I give 
it you as my opinion, that you are to adfc 
by your children as by your hufband; let 
your behaviour be fuch to him, that he 
may not only have the greateft affedtioa 
to your perfon, but that he may efteem 
you as his firft friend, and prefer you be- 
fore any other relation or acquaintance he 
1 6 • haa 
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has m the whole world. I have dwelt the 
longer on this fubje&, as it appears by the 
conduit of the ladies of the prefent age* 
that they have entirely given up the plcafc 
ing employment of forming the infant 
minds of their children : but,notwithftand- 
ing the force of fafhion, this is undoubtedly 
a duty incumbent on every mother, and 
much more fa than that of forming and ad- 
orning their bodies * as to this laft parti* 
cular indeed we do not feem to be wanttag, 
if we are to judge by the great increafe of 
thefe female ferrtinarics amongft us now 
called boart ing- fchools^; where, for only 
treble thi intereft of the daughter's for- 
tune, the mother is at once delivered from 
all trouble, till the young lady's under* 
Handing is arrived at a pitch capable of 
attaining the inftru&ions of that profound 
jmafter in the ftupendous fcience of whift* 
the ever- memorable Mr. Hoyle* and in- 
deed, in the age we now live in, which wilt 
undoubtedly be recorded in the annals of 
fame for wifdom, it is not to be wondered 
at that this fhould happen early in life,, 
and that a young lady, if (he gives a drift 
application to the inftruftions of this won- 
derful and truly great mafter,. Ihould, af- 
ter three or four years, and that too ar an. 
age when our grandmothers would have 
though; her oply fit to be reading her tefta- 

menr> 
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ftient, be thoroughly accomplished* and 
the whole plan of her education, by the 
affiftance of this ufeful man, fo entirely 
finilhed, that Axe will be capable of acquit* 
ting herfelf properly in what is commonly 
called the belt company in England. 

I muft beg your patience, my dear Cor- 
nelia, a little tohger, (aid Portia, as there 
is orte very material part in Mrs, Flutter's 
character that 1 have not yet touched, I 
mean her want of oeconomy, and her total 
ncgteft of the care of her family; a wo- 
man that is guilty of thefe faults brings 
herfelf under a. cenfure much heavier than 
the. trouble fhe would avoid; and indeed, 
fuch a woman is rather an incumbrance 
than a help to any family ihe is at the head 
of: this I am very fure of, that no refpett 
is lading, but that which is produced by 
Our being in fome meafure ufeful to thofo 
that pay it; and upon this principle, even 
the regard of the childrfen and fervants 
will not be paid to a lady who thinks thenx 
below her notice, and not worth her carer 
do you therefore, my dear Cornelia, be 
very careful, that you do not carry your 
polttenefs to that height, nor pra&ice the 
prefent faftrion to that degree, as to be' 
good for nothing: a gentleman's province 
is certainly without doors, and the oeco- 
floray of a hauls is In fame meafcre there- 
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fore indecent for him, which make? this 
duty fall wholly upon the wife ; and yet 
the art of laying out money wifely k not 
attained, I afiiire you, without a~ great 
deal of thought; and this is more difficult 
ft ill in the cafe of a married woman, whq 
is, accountable to her lord and matter for 
all her miftak^s, in this particular 5 for ic 
is not only his money, but his charade? 
too is at (lake, if what comes under hi$ 
lady's care is managed improperly 5 your 
hufband's temper then muft here be your 
chief direction ; when once you know his 
mind, it will juftify your part in the mar 
nagement; if he is pleafed with it y you 
may be quite eafy, for he is your guaran- 
tee to the world. 

In regard to your own drefs and appear- 
ance, which is an article of great expence* 
generally fpeaking, among the ladies,, take 
this for a maxim, that nothing is truly 
fine but what is fit and proper for your 
circumftances; for if once you break thro* 
this rule, you will launch into a wide fea 
of extravagance*, everything will become 
necefiary, only becaufe you have a mind ta 
ixj but remember the proverb, that children, 
and fools want every thing, becaufe they 
want fenfe to diftinguifh ; and there can- 
not be a ftronger evidence of a weak un- 
derloading* than the making top large a 

cam- 
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catalogue of things 'that are neceflary % 
when, upon a ftrift examination, it will 
be found, there are but few things that 
come under that denomination; and I am 
very certain, that, in this great town, there 
Is more money given to be laughed at, than 
for any one thing in the world ; though I am 
as certain the purchafers do not think fo; 
for, I do aflure you, the world is the moft 
favourable to us, when we acquit ourfelves 
in that manner which is moft agreeable to 
our ftations in it. Mrs. Flutter's great 
argument upon this fubjeft always was,- 
jhe muft.be like other people: if you 
once indulge this notion, it will carry you 
a great way ; never mind the wants tha; 
vanity alone creates; no, my Cornelia, 
I would infpire you with a nobler ambi- 
tion ; allow no body to pradice all the 
great virtues in a higher degree than your- 
felf ; for be allured, that poornefs of mind 
is worfe than poverty of fortune; be always 
therefore fenfible of the neceflity of virtue j 
good fenfe, Cornelia,, is a glaring equipage, 
if you chufe to make a figure v and* great 
virtue the moft fhining ornament you can 
jpoflibly wear;, the only point that I think 
a woman can diftinguifti herfelf in to any 
advantage is ceconomy : it would indeed 
have been happy, if Mrs. Flutter's fortune 
had been fuch>as to make all computations 
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of her income unneceflary $ but as 1 befieVt 
hers is not large, fo it is incumbent on 
her, by all means, to be difereet in the 
article of expence ; for where people do 
not obfervc a moderation in this particular, 
they will foon fee their affairs in diforder* 
indeed, where oeconomy is once laid afide, 
you cafi anfwer for nothing ; not that I 
would have you, .my Cornelia, covetous* 
and though I recommend regularity, I am 
a profeflcd enemy to avarice, which is of 
little ufe, and difhonours all perfons, brings 
them into contempt, and makes them de- 
fpifed : all that I aim at, is to perfuade 
you to fuch a management and regularity* 
as will avoid the fliame and injuftice which 
always attends acarelefs conduit* let you 
make yourfclf ever fo fine, gay, and glit- 
tering, I do affure you, Cornelia, you will 
find yourfelf often exceeded by your in- 
feriors ; therefore 1 would advife, that in 
your houfe you might have every thing 
elegantly ufeful, which, with a full at- 
tendance, is not fo eafily imitated by peo- 
ple below you. 

Hortenfius then fpoke, and faid, that he- 
knew few things more truly ridiculou$,thair 
the vanity of appearing greater than we 
are, and which, faid he, is always attended 
with fatal confequences at lift, and in the 
interim raakca our lives wretchedly uneafy,. 

and 
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ind never anfwers our defigns* for we have 
is many people who calculate our eftates 
or fortunes with our expences, as we have 
acquaintance ; the world fees through us; 
and, inftead of paying us the refpeft which 
we endeavour to purchafe by our ruin, we 
only furnifii matter for ridicule, and make 
ourfelves the jeft of all who know us ; and 
thus we lavifti our eftates to deceive our- 
felves : it has been the endeavour of wife, 
men in all ages, continued Hortenfius, to 
retrench the evils of life ; but it is the 
cuftom Of fools tp increafe them. Arfpa- 
cia then faid, Cornelia, you know Bril- 
lante: laft birth-day ihe appeared at court 
in a rich gold brocade fuit of deaths; and 
(he vainly imagined, that all who took 
notice of her drefs admired her fancy, and 
conceived very advantageous ideas of her 
fortune; when, in reality, they remarked 
her only for an idle, extravagant foolilh 
young woman, in the high road to ruin 
and beggary; (he was therefore laughed 
at by the Ul-nstured, and pitied by the 
more humane:, tjiis lady, faid (be, is al- 
ways a (live 'to the prefent mode, be it 
what it will ; add indeed the generality 
of the ladies of the prefent age are in fuch 
a iftate of bondage, that I have often 
thought, that if they had been formed by 
nature, what they ridiculoufly make them- 

fdves 
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feives by art and fafhion, they would look 
upon thcmfelves as the mod wretched of- 
all created beings. Arfpacia here was ob- 
liged to (top; for at this moment entered 
two ladies, whom I ftiall call LHetta and 
Flavia: Lifetta was the daughter of a 
country gentleman, who lived in the 
neighbourhood of Hortenfius ; (he would 
have been little remarked, had it not been 
for Flayia, into whofe acquaintance fhe fell 
when (he was very young ; Flavia was of 
low birth, (he wanted not fenfe, and (he' 

'had a kind of native cunning which w r as 
of infinite ufe to her, as it fupplied the 
place of wifdom ; (he had, by fome for- 
tunate accidents, been thrown early- in 
life into good company, which opportu- 
nity (he had improved ; and the fame : 
lucky events, by which (he had at firft 
emerged out of darknefs, dill attending 
her, (he was at this time pofiefied of an 
cafy fortune, which fhe daily increafed, 
and which by birth (he had no title to. 
* Flavia had once been very handfome ; 

, but was now more than young; the cruelty 
that had taken poffeffion of her heart in 
her bloom, was by time hardened into a 
ftoical fe verity againft the male part of the 
creation ; (he therefore entered herfelf a 
member of the fociety of fie male friends, 
a^ fed now much in vogue amongfr us ; 

and 
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and here indeed (he had an opportunity of 
exerting her talents to the utmoft; for 
one of their tenets is, as I have been in- 
formed, never to fuffer a friend to marry, 
except for intereft only, tfoat the wife may 
be the better enabled to continue and in- 
creafe her favours to her female friend, 
who (till holds the firft place in her heart: 
in purfuance of this truly laudable fcbeme, 
Flavia had been long hunting down an. 
old baronet for her dear friend Lifetta, 
though he had hitherto efcaped her toils. 
All ladies of this order of female friends 
are perfect Platos in petticoats; for they 
are not fufficiently qualified to be admitted 
into the fociety, except their philofophy is 
great enough to make them defpife all in- 
oocent diverfions : they look down upon 
the ftage as affording nothing worthy of 
Ijheir attention ; and though they go oftener 
to the theatre than other people, yet it ia 
purely to oblige their acquaintance, and 
contrary to their inclination : another of 
their tenets, which they religioufly hold, 
is to lay ail their particular friends under 
contribution, which they effectually per- 
form by artfully applying oil of fool, of 
which indeed they are very liberal. As it is 
poftible fome of my fair readers may really 
be ftrangers to this wonder-working oil ; 
though I am pretty confident, thofe than 

are 
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are not fo will pretend ignorance; how- 
ever, for the benefit of the former, I fliall 
acquaint them, that the principal ingre- 
dients are, grofs flattery^.jujjxed up with 
fyrup of civility, fome acidlpirit of fcan- 
dal, and a great deal of the ttn&ure of fclf- 
love: by the right application of this com- 
pofition thefe female friends are enabled 
to live in an elegant manner, often indeed 
fuperior to their patronefs who beftows tha 
favours: but it would be tirefome to my 
readers to enter into a particular detail of. 
all the arts pradtifed by thefe peoples and 
bolides, I am myfelf a ftranocr to many 
of them •, fo (hall only fay, Flavia was foon 
fenfible, that (he had got into very im- 
proper company, for her talents did not 
here appear to any advantage; (he there- 
fore reminded Lifetta, in a very polite man- 
ner, that they had a vaft number of vifits 
to njake, and by this me^ns obliged her 
inftantly to take her leave. 

As foon as there ladies had left the a- 
partment, Portia faid, I have before, Cor- 
nelia, warned you againft particular friend- 
(hips, as they are, you fee, fometimes 
very dangerous, and always extremely ri- 
diculous: but, that I may not be thought 
too fevere, I will give you my reafons: ic 
is very poflible you may fix upon a lady 
for your friend, againft whom the world 

has 
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ha* given judgment for fotne great fault; 
without your being acquainted with it} a 
refemblance of inclination is none of the 
kaft inducements to friendfhip; and you 
will be looked upon at leaft as a well- 
wifher, if not a partner with her in her 
faults; for you will not find the world fo 
very good-natured, as to believe you averfe 
to Her way of thinking, finceit did not 
difcourage you from admitting her to an 
intimacy; your ignorance ot the lady's 
true charader may lefien the guilt, but 
will moft certainly improve the jeft upon 
you: do not then lay out your friendfhip 
too lavifhly ; for you are refponfible to the 
world, if you pitch upon a lady for your 
friend that is improper to be called fo: 
another thing that I would recommend to 
you is, never to carry your friendfhip fo 
far to your dear friend, as abfolutely to 
lofe your fight becaufe Ihe is concerned : 
I confefs malice is too quick-fighted; but 
it doth not therefore follow that fricndlhip 
muft be blind ; and if you do not obferve 
a mean between thefe two extremes, your 
excefs of good-nature will betray you into 
a very ridiculous figure; the bcft of thefe 
female friendfliips are not without their 
obje&ions ; but as it is impofilble for you 
not to have acqaintance, 1 would recom- 
mend it to you {.o make choice of fuch 
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people as are remarkable for good ferife, 
and great virtue; if you negleft doing this, 
your reputation may be hurt by their im- 
pertinence; I am (peaking now only of 
acquaintance, not of friends ; but this will 
(hew you how difficult a thing it is to meet 
with a true friend : I do not pretend to 
make a diflcrtation on the fubjed, I only 
touch fligbtly on fome duties of civil life; 
1 refer you to your own heart, which will 
put you, I doubt not, upon acquiring all 
the v i tii-.s which will merit a fincere friend; 
and then 1 iV> Uf K of heaven to enrich you 
with chit na;u:o: you ' bferved,Cornelia, 
continued P ;itia, I believe, the diftindtion 
that the ladies nvde to each other that have 
juft left us; a; l, the lame you faw in Mrs. 
Flutter aod Mrs. AlFgcod; this gives of- 
fence to the reft of rheir acquaintance, be- 
cauie it is injuring them in fome degree 
by letting them at a diftance, whilft the 
dear friend only is to be Ciirefied: people, 
I affure you, very feldom forget fuch treat- 
ment, therefore if ever formality is allow- 
able, it is to be aflumed here, thatyou may 
refill the invafion of fuch forward women, 
as would prefs into your friendfhip and 
acquaintance, where, if once admitted, 
they will cither be a fnare or an incum- 
brance to you: here Portia ended; and 
there then came in a lady, who, by the 

impru- 
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•imprudence of her conduft had glvw 
:room For cen Cure, though (he was believed 
to be ftri&Iy innocent ; Hortenfius then 
-obferved to Cornelia, that it was abfolutely 
necefiary for every woman to make heb 
life virtaous, and her conduit prudent •, 
'Jiving well, faid he, does not filence ca- 
.lumny, but it certainly difarms it ; and, I 
believe, indifcretion very often in women 
goes as far *to give a fcope for fcandal, 
as real infamy ; for the world judges 
from the public behaviour of you ladies, 
while they are ignorant of your private 
conduA and fentiments. You are there- 
fore very happy, Cornelia, continued 
Hortenfius, to have an opportunity of 
being a witnefs of the failings of other 
people, without erring yourfelf, and by 
that means make their ill example ferve 
as a prefervative to your difcretion. 

Hortenfius had hardly finifhed his laft 
fentence, when there came' in Mrs. Sable, 
and her daughter Vergetta ; Mrs. Sable 
was the daughter of one of the meaneft 
mechanics; who, by raking, fcraping, 
and denying himfelf the neceffaries of 
life, amaffed a fortune, that purchaled his 
daughter a hufband of a genteel profef- 
fion ; they had no other child but Ver- 
getta, her intelle&s were by nature weak, 
ihe was proud, haughty, and imperious; 

and 
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and as they gave her a falhionable edu- 
cation, fo her underftanding was noc 
improved, nor her paffions corrededj 
(he looked down upon her equals in for- 
tune, for as to birth (he did not even 
condefcend to think of them ; fhe never 
was handfome, and was now pretty far 
advanced in life, but had juft met with a 
neceffitous man of quality, who, with a 
(battered conftitution, had, for the fake 
of her fortune only, beftowcd a title on 
her. Bur, as Pope fays, 

What can enoble fots, or (laves, or 

cowards ? 
Alas ! — not all the blood of all the 

Howards. 

This mufhroom lady, with the magni* 
ficent Mrs. Sable, was the (landing (ub- 
je& for contempt and ridicule. Mrs. 
Sable had entirely forgot her original, 
and was perpetually crowding heffelf 
into the company of people of quality, 
where (he was fure to be laughed at. Her 
ladyfhip's title indeed had deprived her 
both of fight and memory, but it had not 
the fame efFeft upon the company (he now 
was permitted to keep, who fa\y the 
mean mechanic in every aftion. Her la- 
c) fh p had her female fr.itnc*, who, as 
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Jhe tame from the dregs of the people, 
pver a£ted her part, which (he thought 
was being polite; but it was believed his 
Jordlhip would foon put an end to the 
farce. 

But it is high time to prefent my rea- 
ders with th^charadter of Mrs. Surface; 
which I promifed to give. Mrs. Surface 
was the daughter of a country gentleman, 
but was now married to a dignitary of 
the law y her hufband, a man of the 
greateft merit, and an old particular 
friend of Portia's. As this gentleman 
had always fpoke of Portia, not only with 
admiration, but with a degree of vene- 
ration ; fo it excited a defire in his lady to 
be acquainted with fo valuable a woman, 
not doubting but Portia was a profound 
*net?phyfician ; but how great was Mrs, 
Surface's furprize, upon her addreffiog 
herfelf to Portia in the ftile of a metaphy- 
fician, to hear her declare (he was an en- 
tire ftranger to the fcience. She then be- 
jheld her with a fmile of contempt, and it 
js to be feared her hufband fell greatly in 
vher eftecm, who could rank fiich an illi- 
terate creature in the lift of fenfible wo- 
; men"j however, hoping to find greater 
encouragement from the gentlemen, (he 
turned to them, and began to talk upon 
Xhe fame fubjeft j as they did not pay her 
, You. II. " K all 
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all the attention flic thought fiie merited ; 

fo (he changed the form of her attack* 

and fpoke to them in Greek. There was 

one among them who happened to be 

matter of the language, and he very art* 

fully flattered her vanity, and at the fame 

time diverted the company at her, ex- 

xnce ; which, with all her profound 

earning, (he wanted fenfe to difcover ; at 

aft, one of the gentlemen alked her in 

plain EngliQi, her opinion of Mr. Locke ; 

to which (be anfwertd, he knew nothing 

of the fubjedt he pretended to write upon. 

For, in the firft place, Ihe could clearly 
demonftrate, that his do&rine againft in- 
nate ideas was abfolutely erroneous and 
falfe * and that the reafons by which he at* 
tempts to prove, that privative caufes cao 
produce pofitive ideas in the mind, are 
equally trifling and abfufd. 

And, in regard to the material differ- 
ence there is between meditative and con* 
templative thought, he had (hewn him* 
felf wholly incapable of illuftrating that 
matter to the farisfa&ion of the learned 
world *, and therefore, in her opinion, hf 
was no metaphyfician. 

This anfwer made the gentleman fmile t 
but he could not forbear replying, with 
fome warmth, that no perlon had ever 
treated the whole fubfcft fo clearly as Mr. 

Iyock* 
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Locke had done > and that he was, with- 
out difpute, the greateft man in that fci- 
cncc, this nation, or, he believed, any 
other had ever produced. This debate 
now ran high, Mrs. Surface was (ingle in 
her opinion, and the gentlemen were all 
unanimous ; as (he found (he could not 
.convince them, (he was determined to (i- 
Jencethem-, which ftie effectually did, by 
affuring them, (he had now a book in the 
prefs, that would put the truth of whac 
fhe had been aflerting, out of all difpute * 
for (he bad there confuted Mr. Locke in 
•every one of his propofitions, and indeed 
proved him a mere fool-, for (he could 
lay, without vanity, that no perfon under* 
ftood the fcience of mctaphyficks fo well 
as herfeif ; and (he hoped to fee it more 
generally ftudied by the ladies, for it was 
not only a great embellifh men t to a female 
mint}, but of much more ufe than arith- 
metic, which was proper only for the 
vulgar, for it was below the attention of 
a woman of fathion to ftudy the proper- 
ties and powers of numbers and numeri- 
cal quantities ; and to be what was called 
a good accomptant, (he thought a great 
refle&ion on any lady, as it was a qualifi- 
cation fit only for her fervant •, (he faid, 
the work (he had been engaged in, had 
coft her an infinite deal of trouble and 
K 2 time, 
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time, but it would be of general utility to 
mankind, as it would ftiew them, tbac 
Mr. Locke knew nothing of the matter ; 
and (he fhould have the glory of opening 
their eyes, by letting all the world fee the 
error they had hitherto been in ; and Ihe 
doubted not, but fucceeding ages would 
revere her name ; for, though France had 
long boafled of their Madame Dacier, 
England, now to her honour, had a Sur- 
face, whofe fame would be immortal; 
and, who was as much fuperior to that 
vain impertinent French woman, as that 
proud Gallican critick had been to the 
reft of her ignorant fex. After this rhap- 
fody of nonfenfe Ihe looked contemptibly 
upon the ladies, but took leave of the 
gentlemen more politely ; then hurrying 
to her coach, ordered it to drive to her 
printer's, that (he might haften the publi- 
cation of her voluminous compofition of 
folly. 

As this lady's abfurdity afforded the 
company a great deal of mirth, To I think 
it is neceflary to acquaint my readers, that 
Mrs. Surface had, from her infancy, a na- 
tural vivacity with a lively imagination ; 
this was miftaken by the fmall circle of 
her friends for wit ; and as this flattered 
the vanity of a young mind, which is al- 
ways apt to be elated upon the moft tri 7 
. . fling 
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fling excellencies ; (he would not reft here,* 
but was fired with an ambition to be 
thought a learned woman ; (he there- 
fore became miftrefs, as fhe called it, 
of the Latin and Greek languages, which 
flie learned like a parrot ; the confequence 
of this was, (he read all day long authors 
(he did not underftand, till at laft, like 
Don Quixote, (he fancied herfelf equal, if 
not fuperior ro the greateft genius's of the 
age. This behaviour gave her hufband 
infinite concern, but alas, it was not in 
his power to prevent it, except he had con- 
fined her *, (he took pains to expofe her- 
felf in a particular manner always before 
company, and once when an archbilhop 
dined with Mr. Surface, (he attacked his 
lordfhip fo warmly upon the beloved fci* 
ence of metaphyficks, that his grace, in his 
own defence, was forced to make a differ- 
tation on a jelly, to deliver himfelf from 
the torrent of her folly and impertinence. 
Arfpacia was the firft that fpoke after 
Mrs. Surface had left the company; (lie 
faid, it was a very judicious observation of 
the duke de Rochefoucault, that we never 
appear ridiculous from our real, but from 
our affedled charadters; for this reafon, 
faid (he, a woman fhould always confider* 
her own genius, *nd never let.- her vanity 
get the better of her judgment j for a wo- 
K 3 man 
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man that is neither a wit nor * fcholaf* 
may yet have an ufeful underftanding ; 
and if fhe contents herfelf with fetming 
what (he really is, if (he doth not procure 
applaufe, (he will at lead a^roid the impu- 
tation of impertinence. 

To which Hortenfius anfwered, that 
to prevent people miftaking their ta- 
lents, he would recommend one maxim, 
which he wilhed to fee pra&ifed by both 
fexes, which was only this; that they 
would have more ambition to (hew the 
world, they had good hearts and juft prin- 
ciples, than good heads, great learning, 
or fine genius ; for it is not given to 
every perfon to excel in wit, humour, or 
a fine and elegant tafte in learning, but it 
is in every body's power to have virtue 
and honefty ; without thefe, all other ac- 
complifliraents are vain ; and with thefe, 
without any other accomplifhments, we 
fhould be honoured with the love and ef~ 
teem of mankind in general. 

Portia then addreffing herfelf to Corne- 
lia, fatd, moderate your fondnefs, my 
dear Cornelia, for. extraordinary fciences; 
they are very dangerous for a woman, and 
will teach you nothing, but avail deal of 
vanity ; guard yourfelf, therefore, againft 
the inclination of fetting up for a learned 
woman j you have all the knowledge that 

is 
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isnecxflary For your well-being j therefore 
do not run after things that were not de- 
figned for you; but employ your time in- 
nocently* virtuoufly, and ufefully : before 
people engage in enquiries that are above 
their capacities, I think they ought to 
know the juft extent of their own under- 
{landings, and what rule they have for 
determining this grand point; and yet this 
is a thing every body is ignorant of: da 
you therefore have courage enough not to 
defire to know what really furpafles your 
underftanding; by thus fupprefTing a reft- 
lefs and ufelefs curiofity, you will prevent 
a vain opinion of yourfelf, and abate a 
confidence in your own fenfe. 

Know thyfeif, was a fentence of advice 
which the ancients held in the higheft ve- 
neration; the precept is fhort indeed, but 
very full of inftru&ion, both moral and 
divine; for whoever know themfelves, 
will refledfc from whence they came, and 
confequently adore and praife that power 
that gave them being: it will likewife 
lead them on to a confideration of the 
relation wherein they ftand, and what they 
owe to all mankind : it will alfo teach 
them what place they fill in the creation, 
and make them behave in fuch a manner, 
as is moft fuitable to their rank and dig- 
nity: fo that it comprehends our duty to 
K 4 God, 
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God, our neighbour, and ourfclves : and 
it is a thirft after this knowledge only thac 
1 recommend to you, my dear Cornelia ; 
ior this will effeftually deftroy the feeds 
of pride, envy, cruelty, and -impiety : but 
not to enter gravely into the fubject, I 
fhall only endeavour to fhew you how the 
want of this mod ufeful knowledge is the 
occafion of thofe follies, extravagancies 
and abiurdities we daily fee, and which 
are always attended with ridicule and con- 
tempt. 

It is the want of this knowledge that 
makes people ad out of charadter, and 
miftake their talents, and then they com- 
mence ridiculous *, for what can be more 
fo, than to find ladies writing volumes in 
folio upon metaphyfics, and negledting* 
their families, and the education of their 
daughters ; what can poffibly be more ri- 
diculous, than to find gentlemen of rank 
and fortune affociating themfelves with 
gamblers, pickpockets, jockeys, and 
grooms ; or women, who pretend to vir- 
tue and reputation, continually at mafque- 
rades, card-tables, or any other place but 
at home; who can forbear laughing at 
fuch grofs abfurdities as thefe. Here. 
Portia ended; and, as it was late, Hor-. 
tenfius and Arfpacia took their leaves of 
i J oiia and Cornelia, as they intended to 
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fet out next morning for their feat in the 
country ; and I will likewife relieve niy 
readers from this tedious chapter. 



CHAP. XI. 

Portia gives Cornelia fome infirullions ip 
regard to her conduit ; they go into the 
country ; the unexpelled death of Horten- 
Jius 9 followed by that of Arfpacia^ and 
likewife the death of Portia \ Cornelia 
. marries ; fome account of Atticus and the 
blooming Clelia. 

PORTIA and Cornelia faw Horten- 
fius and Arfpacia depart in the morn- 
ing for their country-feat, which was about 
fourfcore miles from London : it was much 
earlier in the feafon than people of their 
fafhion generally quit the town; but in- 
deed their coming to London at all was, 
properly fpeaking, only to grow weary of 
it, and that they might renew in them- 
felvcs the relifh of a country life, of which 
they both were exceffively fond; for Hor- 
tenfius and his lady were in pofleflion of 
true happinefs, which' is of a retired nur- 
ture; they found in each other every thing 
they wanted, and could therefore receive 
no addition from multitudes of fpe&ators; 
Hortenfius was Arfpacia's bofom friend, 
and her chief companion in her folitude, 
K 5 «sA 
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and was then as much the lorer as whe& 
lie firft married her ; they both abounded 
with good fenfe, confummate virtue, and 
a mutual efteem of each other, and were 
therefore a perpetual entertainment to one 
another: this pifture of domcftic happinefs 
differs fo much from what is pra&ikd in 
our days, that I fear many of my fair 
readers will confider it only as ideal; but 
I beg them to adorn themfeives with the 
fame virtues that Arfpacia did, and then 
I doubt not but they will meet with a real 
Hortenfius ; but it is faftiion now that ge- 
nerally governs the world ; and there is a 
faffiion in happinefs, 1 am told, which I 
am certain is a falfe one; this fort of hap- 
pinefs loves crowds, and to draw the eyes 
of people upon them, becaufe they cannot 
receive any applaufes from their own bread*, 
but it mult all arife from the admiration 
of other people ; this fort of happinefs 
flourilhes very much about the court, and 
in all publick affemblies, but k>fes its ex- 
istence when it is not looked at; this is 
faftuonable happinefs ; but* if they chufe 
to enjoy the real one, let them, like Ar- 
fpacia, afpire after ihe virtues that are 
peculiar to their fex, follow their natural 
modefty, and think it their greateft com- 
mendation not to be talked of one way cr 
the other* 

All 
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All ftri&oefe of behaviour is fa unmer- 
cifully laughed at in our age, that the 
other much worfe extreme is the more 
cooimoa folly ; but I beg my fair courw- 
trywomen to afk themfelves, which of 
thefe two offences a hufband would the 
more cafily forgive, that of her not being 
fo entertaining to company, occafioned by 
her not having converfed fo much in the 

Sy, world; or that of her behaving fo 
hionably as to raife the inclinations of 
the room to his difadvantage -, and then 
Jhe will eafily be able to form her own 
conduit I have often thought, we have 
carried wotpens characters too much into 
4>ublick life, as ladies now affed a fort 
of fame; but I here cannot forbear telling 
them, that the utmoft of a woman's cha- 
racter is contained in a domeftick life; 
ihe is blameable or praife-worthy, accord- 
ing as her behaviour affetts the houfe and 
family of her father, or her hufband ; all 
ihe has to do in this world is contained 
within the duties of a daughter, a filter^ ' 
a wife, or a mother; and I think it very 

g)ffible, that all thefe may be well per- 
rmed, though a lady lhould not be the 
very fineft woman at an opera, or the very 
beft whift-player in the whole kingdom ; 
thefe duties are very confident with a mo- 
derate fhare of common fenfe, a clean but 
K 6 plain 
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plain drefs, and a decent" beHaviour I at 
prefent the heads of my fair country-- 
women are turned the wrong way* for 
they place their ambition on circumftances, 
where to excel is no addition to what is 
truly commendable and praife-worthy: I 
believe indeed that beauty imppfes on the 
perfon that has it, and quite infatuates the 
mind j but let my readers remember, that 
there is but a very fmall number of years 
difference between a fine woman and one 
that is no longer fa; for few things are 
fhorter than the reign of beauty; and no- 
thing is more melancholy than the latter 
part of the lives of women, who never 
knew any thing but that they were hand- 
fome. 

Let me therefore earneftly beg of all my 
fair readers, to endeavour to have an ami- 
able merit, by joining the graces to the 
virtues ; for a valuable woman exerts the 
manly virtues of friendfhip, probity, and 
honour, by the punctual difcharge of all 
her obligations: I do not confine the merit 
of women; no; I give them a much larger 
extent than they generally give themfelves; 
for I would have my fair countrywomen 
not only to have the exterior graces, but 
all the virtues of the heart, and all the fine 
fentiments that their minds are capable 
of receiving by acquiring a folid merit; 

I would 



i 



( 205 ) 
I would have them confider themfelves at 
an additional part of the human fpecies* 
and this would dined their ambition to 
excel to the right place % fpr they would 
then in no part of their lives want oppor- 
tunities of being fliining ornaments to therr 
fathers, their hufbands, their brothers, 
or their own children. 

But I beg pardon of thofe of my fair 
readers who diflike this digreffion, per- 
haps both for the length and the fubje<5t: 
all that I prefume to offer in my own de- 
fence is, that I have treated them like a 
true friend ; for I have ventured to dif- 
oblige them for their own good. 

But I now return to my hiftory ; and 
am to acquaint my readers, that Portra 
and Cornelia were to have gone out of 
town with Hortenfius and his lady, but 
Portia had fome unexpected bufinefs that 
called for her immediate attendance; they 
were therefore obliged to defer their jour- 
ney for a fortnight, and then purpofed fol- 
lowing Hortenfius and Arfpacia, and in* 
tended (laying with them four or five 
months. Hortenfius and his lady had 
now been gone ten days, and Portia had 
not heard from them, which gave both 
her and Cornelia great anxiety ; Portia 
therefore defired Cornelia to write to Ar- 
fpacia that poll, and to inform her, that 

in 



( so6 ) 

in three days they intended to fet out foi 
Hortenfius's feat : this command fhe joy- 
fully obeyed) and, aa the morning was 
fine, Portia purpofcd taking a waft: till 
dinner-time: as Portia's coach drove oo, 
Cornelia obferved to her the vaft numbeis 
of poor that crouded the ftreets; and (aid, 
fhe thought it a great misfortune that it was 
fo very difficult to diftinguifh the reil ob- 
jects from the counterfeit ; to which Pof- 
tia anfwered, her obfervation was juft ; for 
it was almoft impoflible to make that very 
neceflarydiftin&ion; and yet, faid flic, it 
is the fafcr way of the two to be im^ofed 
on, than to overlook one real objeft : 
this great fault, continued Portia, is 
wholly owing to the carelefsnefi of our 
legiflators, whofe bufinef? it is to punifh 
counterfeits, and juftly to apply the large 
fums of money gathered for the relief of 
worthy objefts: but, continued Portia, it 
gives me a real pleafure to fee that tender- 
nefs of difpofition in you, Cornelia j for 
compaflign towards the diftrcflcd is a moft 
amiable quality : I wi(h, faid (he, that all 
perfons of fortune would retrench a little 
from their unnecefTary expences, I mean 
chofe only, faid Portia, which come under 
the article of pleafure, that they might be 
the better enabled to afford fuch as charity 
engages all people to s furely humanity 

makes 
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makes us feel the neceflity of affifting otfr 
fellow- creatures-, and good-natured gene- 
rous tempers are more fenfible of the obli- 
gations that lie upon them to do good, 
than they are of all the other neceflities of 
life: your natural difpofition, Cornelia, 
continued Portia, inclines me to believe 
you will, when you are at the head of a 
family, treat your fervants with kindnefs 
and humanity : the impatience and heat of 
youth, joined to the faife notions that they 
have imbibed of themfclves, makes fome 
ladies look upon their fervants as creatures 
of a different fpecies; but I am very cer* 
tain I have no occafion to tell you, that 
this is contrary to the Sentiments you owe 
yourfelf, and to the humanity you owe to 
all the world : we ought indeed to confider 
our fervants as unhappy friends * for the 
vaft difference between us and them is not 
their fault, nor our merits, but a par* 
ticular direction of the divine providence; 
therefore never make them uneafy in their 
ftate of life, nor add weight to the trouble 
of it, there is nothing fo poor and mean 
as to be proud and haughty to any body 
in your Service : never ufe any harlh lan- 
guage to them ; indeed it ought not to 
come out of the mouth of a well-bred, po- 
lite woman : as Servitude is fettled in oppo- 
sition to the natural equality of mankind* 

it 
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It becomes us to fofteri it: never be in a 
paffion with your fervants; for by doing 
this you expofe yourfelf to them ; and 
lefien your right of reprimanding them, 
by letting them fee your faults: you muft 
keep up an authority in your family \ but 
it (hould be a mild authority: you fhould 
not always threaten without punifhtng, 
for fear of bringing your threats into con- 
tempt ; but yet even this fhould not be^ 
done till perfuafion has failed; for you' 
muft always remember, that humanity 
and chriftianity put all the world on the 
fame foot, and you owe them affiftance, 
advice, and bounties fuitable to their con- 
dition and wants : never encourage the 
flattery of your fervants; and, to prevent 
any impreflion of this kind, conftder you 
pay thefe people to ferve your weaknefe 
and your pride. By the time this con- 
versation was finilhed, Portia and Corne- 
lia were got to the park, and were met by 
three young ladies of Cornelia's acquaint- 
ance, who afked her to be of their party 
that night to the opera : to this queftion 
Cornelia very politely anfwered in the- ne- 
gative; they then faid, with a loud laugh, 
that (he was a ftupid creature, that could 
refift fuch an enchanting entertainment ; 
for their own parts, they had not mifled 
going to the opera a fingle night all the 

feafon ; 
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feafon; and yet they could not recollect' 
they had feen Cornelia there more than 
twice: Cornelia faid, this was very true; 
and, what would more furprize them, (he 
would inform them r that (he was juft going 
out of town: at this they all ftarted, fhrug-' 
ged up their (boulders, and faid, if (he 
was ferious, they pitied her; for their own 
parts, they could not breathe in the coun- : 
try fo early in the year; when the town 
was empty indeed, it was changing the- 
fcene, and fo was tolerable for a v?ry little' 
while ; but, if (he muft go, begged (he 
would take a large quantity of hartfhorn 
with her; for they were very fure (he would ; 
want it, as they knew by experience, that. 
every body muft be very ill if they were 
alone v after this good-natured advice, they 
very obligingly took their leaves : Portia 
then faid, (he believed thefe ladies would 
not make very valuable wives; but indeed 
no fenfible man would ever put them to 
the trial : it appears to me, continued Por- ! 
tia, that thele ladies haye miftaken their, 
intereft; for, by fo conftantly being in* 
publick, they will wear out the tafte of 
the town by (hewing themfelves continual-" 
ly; and as there is one among them thar 
feems to want. graces to fct her off, to ad-« 
vantage, J' think, faid. (he, ihe ought to 
be more referved ; there is* no honour or. 

dignity, 
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dignity, Cornelia, I allure you, in a wo- 
man's (hewing herfelf continually; nor is 
it an cafy matter to prefervea ftriftmodefty 
in a conftant hurry of diverfions ; befides, 
the ufe lcflens the reliflb of them ; if you 
would have your pleafures and amufement* 
laft, ufe them only as divcrfions to relieve 
you after more ferious occupations ; enter* 
tain yourfelf often with your own reafon 
and refle&ions, and the abfence of plea- 
fures will not leave you any time upon 
your hands, nor any dcfires after them : 
thefe ladies carried their raillery a great 
way ; but expofed only themfelves ; for, 
as the inimitable do&or Young fays, 

O! loft to virtue, loft to manly thought^ 

Loft to the noble fallies of the foul, 

Who think it folitude to be alone. 
• 

A life of levity, my dear Cornelia, is a 
life of guilt; a ferious mind is the native 
foil of every virtue, and the Angle charac- 
ter that does true honour to human nature: 
your acquaintance are in the wrong, that 
reproach you with being too fond of foli- 
tude ; for it is abfolutely neceflary, to 
^ weaken the impreffion that fenfible objefts 
are apt to make upon a young mind: be 
allured, from my experience, that the 
grcateft fcience is to know how to be inde- 
pendent; fecurc yourfelf therefore a place* 

of 
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of refuge in your own breaft; you can al- 
ways return thither, and are fure of being 
welcome; but when you do not, by fome 
folid refle&ions, place your dependence on 
yourfclf, you muft be unhappy; you will 
find the fenfe of all pleafures wear off as 
loon as you grow habituated to them-, and 
you will likewife find, that when the world 
» not neceffary to your happinefs, that it 
will have no power over you : a wife wo- 
man never runs after felicity, but makes 
her own happinefs; for it is always in her 
own power: lay down this for a maxim, 
with a resolution to determine your con- 
duct by, that true happinefs confifts in 
peaqe of mind, in the ufe of your reafon, 
and in the difcharge of your feveral duties ;• . 
never therefore fancy yourfclf happy, till 
you feel your pleafures of this fort flow* 
from the bottom of your heart. 

Here Portia ended; and, as it grew 
late, they haftened to her coach to return 
home ; when they arrived there, tbey found 
a aiefienger waiting from Arfpacia, who 
had come pod to acquaint them, that two 
r days after Hortenfius had got into the coun- 
try, as he was riding, his horfe took frighr, 
had thrown his matter, and had broke hia 
leg in two places, .the agony of which had : 
thrown Hortenfius into a violent fever, 
and that he feared there were fmal) hopes 
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$f his matter's life ; that his lady was il 
the utmoft affli&ion, and begged Portia 
and Cornelia to come to her as foon a* 
pofliblc. 

Portia immediately ordered her equi- 
page to be got ready ; and, after taking a 
flight refrefhment, herfelf and Cornelia let 
out in the afternoon of the fame day for 
Hortenfius's feat; but difpatched a fervant 
before them to acquaint Arfpacia with their 
coming: they travelled with all the expe- 
dition in their power, yet could not arrive 
there till the morning of the third day 
after they had left London : they found 
the whole family in the utmoft affli&ionj 
for Hortenfius had expired about two 
hours before they got there: the furgeohs, 
it feems, at firft feared a mortification j 
and though nothing was omitted that 
could poffibly prevent it, yet the fourth 
day it took place, and proved fatal to him. 
He was univerfally lamented ; for no man" 
could be more beloved, and truly efteemed 
by all that knew him: his eftate, which 
was very large, was entailed; and, as he 
had no Ion, went to the heir at law ; but 
Arfpacia had a jointure of it* of fifteen 
hundred pounds a year: his will had been 
made fome time; and Arfpacia was left 
fple executrix, and guardian to their only 
daughter, who had a fortune of thirty 
thoufand pounds. lc 
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Ic would make too melancholy an im- 
preffion on my readers, where I to attempt 
to defcribe the fcenesthey beheld in this 
family ; but Portia and Cornelia haftened 
to Arfpacia's room, they found her con- 
fined to her bed with a fever, contrafted 
by the fatigue of body and anxiety of 
mind fhe had undergone upon Horten- 
fius's account. 

The young and innocent Clelia was 
playing by the bed-fide, quite infenfible 
of the irreparable lofs fhe had fuftained, 
and happy indeed in that infenfibility ; and 
even the fight of this much beloved in- 
fant now increafed poor Arfpacia's afflic- 
tion, (o that Portia ordered her to be rej 
moved. 

Arfpacia was truly an objeft of pity, 
for (he was the pi&ure of human woe ; 
how was her mind tortured with the ab- 
sence of what it loved, and now it was for 
ever loft to her ; what excurfions did her 
foul make in imagination after it, and 
then turn into itfelf again, more foolifhly 
fond ^nd dejefted at the difappointment. 
Her grief, inftead of having recourfe to 
reafoo, which would reft rain it, feem<x) 
only to fearch for further nourishment > it 
called upon memory to reprefent the 
voice, the words, the looks, the temper, 
a&d affe&ion of the deceafed Hortenfius. . 
^ The 
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The fight of the miferable Arfpacia; 
brought to Cornelia's mind thefe beauty 
ful lines of Do&or Young's. 

! the foft commerce :— O ! the tender 

ties, 
Clofe twitted with the fibres of the heart j 
Which, broken, break them* —-and drain 

off the foul 
Of human joy,*— and make it pain to live, 
And is it then pain to live—* when fuch 

friends part ? 
'Tis the furvivor dies. — My heart, no 

more. 

Portia was certainly the propereft per- 
fon in the world, upon fuch an occafion j 
and fhe cxhaufted her whole ftock of elo- 
quence, in endeavouring to footh Arfpa- 
cia's mind to peace, for there was not one 
argument, moral, or divine, {he did not 
make ufe of. Portia ordered a bed to be 
put up in Arfpacia's drcfllng-room, that 
Jhe might night and day be always ready 
to affift her unhappy friend. 

Portia would fay to Arfpacia, I beg you, 
my much beloved friend, to moderate your 

Sief ; lay before you the wifdom of your 
aker, and the relation you ftand in to 
him, the hidden ways and goodnefs of bis 
providence, and the right which he has to 

impofe 



tmpofe a difciplinc upon us in the way oF 
probation ; if once you do this, you will 
find that an immoderate forrow, let the 
lofs be what it will, how much lefs then, 
when it is only the common fate of all 
mankind; is in no fenfe confident with 
your duty to God. 

You ought, Arfpacia, to fubmit to him 
*s the wifeft and beft of Beings ; and abfo- 
iutely to depend upon his care and provi- 
dence, as the governor of the world. 
This is that temper of mind which is mod 
-particularly fuitable to the date we are 
pafling through, and there can be no love 
of fuch a Being as God is without it. 

We know, that we derive every thing 
which we enjoy in this life from his eflen- 
v tial goodnefs * we know, that he has a 
power to do what he pieafes ; but we like- 
wife know, that he is a Being of the mod 
abfolute benevolence, who delights in do- 
ing good to all his creatures without ex- 
ception ; and what is the conclufion that 
is to be drawn from hence, but that we 
fhould refer ourfelves entirely and impli- 
citely to him, and place all our trud and 
confidence in his goodnefs ; think that 
you are his creature, and can claim no- 
thing from him; and that your being is 
an a& of his free-will and mercy ; do noc 
therefore complain of your affliction, 

which 
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which he has ordered ; dare not to fiod 
fault with his adminiftratipn. 

No, this is an excefs of pride and folly, 
which your heart, Arfpacia, will never 
comply with. 

Let me befeech you, therefore, not to 
give yourfelf up to fuch an extraviagancc 
of grief, which will (horten a life that is 
extremely valued by all your friends* 
and which will be very ufeful to youf 
daughter, who will have many demands 
upon you, for the duties and fervices yoO 
owe her as a parent. 

'. Re-afiume then, my dear Arfpatiaj 
your wonted greatnefs of mind, for true 
piety, I allure you, confifts in fubmitting 
to, and not contending againft the will of 
heaven j this method will bring you pre- 
fent peace and future glory. 

With fuch converfations as thefe, Por* 
tia in fome meafure calmed the diftra&ed- 
bofom of the loft, but gentle Arfpacia j 
alas, her delicate frame was too weak to 
fupport the (hock (he had received by the 
death of Hortenfius \ not but her fever a-* 
bated, and Qi? quitted her bed, but con- 
Uouec} (o weak and emaciated, that (he 
appeared but as the (hade of the once 
fprightly and engaging iYrfpaci^. 

Portia found her ftrength fo totally c!e- 
cpyed* that it was impoflible to move AfT 

fyacU 
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%acia to London ; and though (he had. 
two of the mod eminent phyficians that 
part of the world afforded, who had con? 
ftantly attended her, yet Portia fent to a 
great diftance to fetch a third, who was 
laid to be the very JEfculapiuS of the age. 
After a very long confutation, which 
Portia waited with the utmoft impatience* 
they declared, they neither had* nor would 
negledt any thing, that could contribute to 
eftablifh Arfpacia's health *, butfaidit was 
a very dangerous cafe, and made ufe of 
fo many technical terms* and talked in 
fuch an unintelligible jargon, that a lefs 
fagacious perfon than Portia would have 
been at a lofs to have known their mean*- 
ing; but (he difcovered, too foon for her 
peace of mind, notwithftanding their art 1 - 
ful difguife* that it was not in the power 
of medicine to relieve Arfpacia, fpr (he 
was in, what is commonly called, a gal- 
lopping confumption. This Portia com- 
municated to Cornelia, and the melan- 
choly account gave her the utmolt af- 
fli&ion. 

Portia thought it abfolutely neceffary 
to acquaint Arfpacia of her danger, which 
fhe did in the fofteft manner imaginable ; 
the fair mourner received this accouiK 
with pleafure, a glen m of joy fpread it elf 
over her whole countenance * and (he laid* 

Vol. II. L then 
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then I fhall foon be united again to my 
much loved Hortenfius* never more to 
part. 

/LrfpacU immediately mafle her will* 
and left the guardianfhip of her daughter 
Clelia to Portia \ and in cafe of her death 
before Clelia was of age, then the whole 
truft .to devolve on Cornelia. 

Arfpacia languifhed on for - between 
four or five months after this * at the end 
of which (he was made happy. . Portia 
tnd Cornelia ftayed to pay theJaft friend- 
ly offices to her memory ; and then with 
the little Clelia all returned to London. 
. Portia had, for three months of the time 
fhe had been in the country* an ague, 
which at laft, by the ufe of proper reme- 
dies, had left her, but had impaired her 
health fo much, that (he continued ill all 
the winter •, and as the fpring advanced* 
fhe apparently grew worfe. 

This greatly alarmed Cornelia ; and 
upon her afking Portia's phyfician his opi- 
nion, he faid, he feared there was fmall 
hopes of her life; for it was, though a 
gradual, yet he believed a total decay of 
nature. 

Portia made no complaints, but fuffer- 
ed pain and ficknefs, with a fortitude that 
amazed Cornelia •, but feeing Cornelia at 
hit miferable and deje&ed beyond expref- 

fion, 
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fiatt^ for (lie could not difgutfe her grhrf 
fo effe&uaally from the penetrating eyes of 
Portia* but fhe difcovered the real caufe. 

Portia then exhorted Cornelia in the 
jftrongeft terms to refign her like a true 
chriftian philofopher* who had wifely 
confidered* that all our enjoyments upon 
■earth are but of fttort duration* telling 
Iter at the fame time, that.fhe hoped it 
would alleviate her affli&ion, to hear 
Ihe could with pleafure look back on all 
the paft aftions of her life* and in the re- 
view find no gloomy ideas to darken the 
profpeft of futurity. 

Alluring Cornelia* her fteady foul 
trould meet the king of terrors with much 
inore eafe* than fee her thus overwhelmed 
with grief ; (he then mod earneftly con- 
jured Cornelia to help her to fupport a fi- 
lial feparation j for Portia, faid (he* had 
indeed moft tenderly loved her. 

Adding, I leave you the young Clelia* 
who now demands the care of a wife and 
indulgent friend* to lead her into the rug- 
ged paths of virtue, and form her infant 
tfnind to feek true happinefs* and this I 
doubt not (he will find in you ; foon after 
tittering thefe words, fhe gently left the 
world, as if foft fleep had only doled her 
'^,yes $ for as Dr. Young obferves* 

L 2 What- 
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Whatever farce the boaftful hefo plays* 
Virtue alone has majefty in death } 
His God fuftains him in his final hour. - 
His final hour brings glory to his God j 
Man's glory, heaven vouchfafes to call 

her own. 
We gaze, we weep, mix'd tears of grief 

and joy j 
Amazement ftrikes ;— ^devotion burfts to 

flame ; 
Chriftians adore ;— and infidels believe. 

But there is no defcribing the forrow of 
Cornelia's almoft broken heart upon this 
occafion ; her fituation was like Telema- 
chus's when he had loft Mentor, for fhe 
was deprived both of the deareft and moft 
valuable friend (he had in the world ; in 
Portia, Cornelia had found a treafure of 
true wifdom ; and her excellent example 
and precepts had infpired her with a love 
of virtue, fo that to Portia, Cornelia was 
indebted for every advantage fhe enjoyed, 
and flie now had loft that much loved 
friend. 

Her grief and affliction was exceffive.; 
Portia had left her her whole foftunc >t 
was true, but Cornelia had loft that balfam 
of life, a virtuous friend 5 and it is but 
too certain, that thofe agonies that have 
•nee invaded the mind, are very hard to 

be 
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be erafed, and leave a heavy languor on 
the fpirits. This was Cornelia's cafe for 
a long time ; the reafon I take to be this * 
that as the body is only endued with fenfa- 
tive faculties, it can fuffer no longer than 
it feels ; but the mind, of which memory 
is a part, cannot be wholly at reft, till 
reafon, which, though flow, is always 
fure in its operations, exerts its- power to 
chace all dark ideas thence ; but when we 
have once got the better of that melan- 
choly, which part ills have left behind, 
and grow thankful for recovered peace -, 
we then are doubly happy, and enjoy the 
bleflings with a much higher relilh ; for 
we then look back with pleafure on the 
tempefts we have efcaped, and can refledt 
with calmnefs on a (hipwrecked fuuation. 
. We then indeed begin to confider hu- 
man life, as an uncertain ocean, where, 
numberlefs namelefs dangers wait beneath, 
the fairelt furface ; and are therefore, in 
fome meafure, prepared to meet difagree- 
able events. 

The education of her beauteous orphan 
now began to engrofs all Cornelia's 
thoughts ; (he endeavoured to infill into 
her tender mind, all the precepts and in- 
ftru&ions that (he herfelf had received 
from the mod excellent Portia. 

L$ Cleli* 
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Glefia was blefled with an uncommon! 
fweetnefs of difpoficion, and great docili- 
ty, which is very neceffary for a young 
perfon, who ought not to have much 
confidence in herfelfj Cornelia never 
trufted her from under her own eye, but 
was always prefent when (he received her 
inftru&ions from her feveral mafters ; (he 
learned enough of grammar to enable her 
to fpeak, write, and read her mother 
tongue very correttly ; and (he is a moft 
excellent accomptant, which is a part of 
education generally negle&ed in women, 
though nothing is morcuftful in every fta- 
tion of life 5 (he is a perfeft miftrefs of the 
French language, and fhe both draws and 
paints in water-colours extremely well ; 
fhe dances very genteely % is quite eafy 
and di (engaged in her addref^ which is 
perfeftly polite •, (he never feemed to like 
mufic, which Cornelia was not ferry for* 
as it gave her an opportunity of employ- 
ing her time to more advantage, in more 
ufeful fciences. The cultivation of her 
mind has been Cornelia's chief concern \ 
and as (he has a moft excellent under- 
ftanding, fo (he has omitted nothing irv 
her power to improve it. 

In her perfon, Clelia is tall, very welt . 
fhaped, and moft exaftly genteel* has- 
very fine blue eyes, good teeth, (air 

hair, 
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4iair, and a blooming complexion ; in . 
fhort, (lie doth not want graces to render 
her extremely agreeable ; but (he is not a 
beauty, except that her not knowing, or 
thinking herfelf handfome, may render 
her fo in the eyes of the judicious. 

The feafon of the year now approach- 
ing, when nature adorns all the earth 
in her gayeft colours* Cornelia, with the 
young Clelia, quitted the noify, dufty 
town, for frefli air and retirement. 

Cornelia took a houfe at about 3 
day's journey from London, in a moft 
beautiful village ; the lord of the manor, 
and indeed, the perfon from whom fhc 
rented her houfe, I fball call Atticus-, he 
was, at the time Cornelia took the houfe, 
abroad, and had been fo for feven years - $ 
making, as it is called, the grand tour. 
He returned to England a few months af- 
ter CorneKa came to refide in the country, 
and very politely made her a vifit. 

I believe it will be neceffary here to give 
an account of this gentleman ; his age 
was abour thirty, with a clear eftate 
of three thoufand pounds a year, and an 
unexceptionable charafter; as to his per- 
fon, if the pifture 1 (hall give my readers 
falls fhort of their expectation, they muft 
impute its faults to theunfkilful hand that 
draws it > for I affure them, there was 
1 L 4 none 
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ncne in the original. Suppofe Atticu* 
then introduced by the Graces, after they 
had adorned this their favourite in the 
inoft elegant manner, for nothing was 
wanting, that could poflibly add a mag- 
nificence of drefs, to the dignity of hi9 
air •, not that I would have my readers 
imagine from hence that he had the leaft 
tin&ure of the Englifh coxcomb, or 
French petite maitre ; no, that was not 
the cafe, but I would only convey to them 
an idea, that Atticus appeared as a man 
of the firft fafliion. 

He is of the middle fize, and finely 
made, with a face fo agreeable, that X 
may affirm, nature dcfigned him to pleafej. 
but this is nothing to the eafe and gen* 
teelnefs which appears to heighten every 
thing about him, both in perJon and ad- 
drefs ; Atticus foon convinced Cornelia, 
he had a very fine underftanding, and 
that nothing had been negleded that could 
improve it j and to this he joined a po- 
iitenefs very feldom to be met with. 

Cornelia now believes, that Atticus 
foon found her heart was not to be trifled 
into love, nay, perhaps, he difcovered 
this the very firft vifit he made her ; and 
as he was thoroughly acquainted with our 
fex, he immediately formed a plan, which 
he moft fteadily purfued \ his method was 

very 



f 225 ) 

very different from what is generally prac- 
ticed 5 but he thought it ntuft be fuccefs- 
ful from the natural gravity of Cornelia's 
difpofitionr ^ 

It was this; he endeavoured with all his 
art, for two whole years, to gain Corne- 
lia's efteem, and to lay hold of every op- 
portunity to give her proofs of his - t but 
he never once, in all that time, faid a fine 
thing of her perfon 5 though all his con- 
versation tended to gain her good opinion 1 
Attkus's fcheme was fucce'sfuf; for efteem 
is the refult of reafon, and to deferve it 
from good fenfe the height of human 
glory- 

And I believe a fenfible woman had fa- 
ther a man of honour payed her that than : 
all the homage of a fincere and humble 
love; for love often kindles from external 
merit only ; but elteem arifes from a much , 
higher Source, the merit of "the Soul, 

Cornelia's aftonithment was great, when 
Atticus declared himfelf her lover:, (he 
was pleafed when (he thought him her 
friend; but imagined that fhe had been 
determined never to enter into a ftaie of 
life, where the very deferving Portia had 
met with fuch ill treatment-, but, alas, 
how vain are the refolutions ef a woman, 
who has once taught her heart to be pleafed 
wuh a man of merit. Cornelia often raifed 
L j .©b«r 
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objections; and exprefled her fears of be* 
ing unhappy, and meeting with a Carelefs 
in Atticus ; to all which he would anfwer 
in the words of ajate ingenious author. 

Odr .growing days increife of joy fhall 

know, 
And thick-fown comforts leave no room 

for woe •, 
Thou (halt ftrow, fweets to foften life's . 

rough way ; 
And when hot paflions my proud wiflies I 

fway, 
Thou, like fome breeze, fhall in my 

bofom play : 
Thou, for protection, fhall on me depend* 
And I on thee for a foft faithful friend: 
I, in Cornelia, fhall for ever yiew 
At once my care, my fear, my comfort too;. 
Thou fhalt firft partner in my pleafures be, 
But all my pains fhall laft be known to thee* 

But not to tire my readers ; Atticus ufed 
his eloquence fo effectually, and fo tho- 
roughly faiisfied Cornelia of his generous 
lencimehts, that at" laft (he refigped her 
liberty; he now affures her, that he is con* 
vinced of her prudence, and he relies en- 
tirely upon her conduft, and Hkewifr, 
with great politenefs,' tells her,, that by it 
he in a great meafure regulates his own ; 
lo that each circling now adds to their 
bllfs. CHAP. 
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A character drawn by Clelia* with a de^ 
fcriptidn of Atticus* s btmfe y gardens* and 
manner of life ; the char after of Oleander**, 
the conclufion of the whole. 

BUT it is time now to return to the 
blooming Clelia : (he was a child 
when Cornelia married, and, by the un- 
common fweetnefs of her difpofition, has 
engaged the affeftion of Atticus fo much, 
that he now is as fond of her as if (he was 
his own daughter; for that is a bleffing 
denied him, CorneHa having no children J 
Clelia references Atticus with a kind of 
filial piety, and pays him ail the regard 
that a well-difpofed and grateful heart 
knows is always due to an induigenc 
parent. 

This fituation of two people fo very 
defervedly dear to Cornelia, doth not a 
little contribute to her happinefs. There is 
a young gentleman, whom I (hall call 
Cleander, who often comes to Atticus'sr 
villa to fpend a few days: his father ha* 
been dead fome years, but was an intimate 
friend of Atticus's; he has occafionally 
made thcfe vifits ever fince Atticus returned 
from Italy.; but of late they have been 
more frequent, which made Atticus ob- 
k 6 fcrve 
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ferve to Cornelia, that he believed thefe 
vifits were to be placed to Clelia; though 
at this. time Clelia was ignorant of any 
fuch defign; but, as I have given my 
readers a defcription of the perlbn of this 
beauteous maid, I think I ought in juftice 
to be as particular in the more valuable 
parr, her mind ; and here indeed it is that 
Clelia Alines* for the qualities of the heart 
are of the greateft concern in the commerce 
of life, as the underftanding does not en- 
dear us to others; for \we frequently fee 
people very odious with great parts •, they 
will give you a good opinion of themfelves, 
though perhaps it is done by depreffing 
you : this is no part of Clelia's charafter ? 
tor fhe is the joy of all her acquaintance* 
who are never fo happy, as when they can. 
get her to their houfes to fpend a few days** 
ior (he is always innocently chearfuh 

A lady, whom I (hall call Amelia, a(ked 
this favour of Cornelia the other day ; and 
as Cornelia knew her to have an excellent 
good heart, joined to a great (hare of good 
icfife, (he confented, upon condition, that 
the whole time was not fpent in pleafuYe- 
and diflipation, but fbme hours afligned 
every day for reading and reflexion v and 
this (he did, knowing there were fome- 
ladies at that time in the family, who* 
were* as the poet (ays r 

- Idly 
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Idly bufy, to no end employed. 

Clelia is fenfible that Cornelia has thd 
higheft and moft tender regard for her % 
and (he therefore conftantly pays her the 
fame duty that would have been due to 
the much- lamented Aripacia : Clelia is 
now juft eighteen; and though no perfon 
has more the appearance of a woman of 
the firft faftiion than herfelf, yet her Sen- 
timents of a fine lady's true chara&er differ 
very widely from the generality of the 
world. When Clelia had left Cornelia fix 
days, though her abfence in all was not 
to exceed a fortnight, (he wrote the fol- 
lowing letter to her, and inclofed the cha- 
racter, and by that means let her know 1 
how (he difpofed of her time in a morn- 
ing : and as it is faid by the wife and 
learned, that people's private letters are 
the trueft pi&ures of their minds, I (hail- 
therefore give Cklia's letter-, v and only 
make this one remark, that a young lady 
that thinks in the manner that Clelia does 
can hardly ad: wrong. 

" Honoured Madam, 

* € X N a late eonverfatioh I had with 
** X y° u > we both joined in condemning 1 
* the manners, of th$ women of the prefenc 
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" age; where the foundation of the fault 
" lies, or how to be amended, I do not 
•* takeuppn me to determine; only riii* 
44 I humbly offer, that if the ladies would 
•• be prevailed with to take their model* 
•« more froni antiquity, they would be left 
C€ liable to err; and this we ought not to 
44 defpair of, as antiques happen now to 
u be the falhion; upon this prefumption, 
44 Madam, 1 have taken leave to prefent 
" you with an eaftern lady - 9 her habits, it 
44 is true, are not mcfdern, but are, ex- 
** tremely becomings and her ornaments; 
44 though perhaps not in tafte, as the 
44 phrafe now ir, are, notwithftanding 
44 that, very valuable j and, as fhe is a 
• c foreigner, 1 have all the reafon in the 
44 wof Id to believe (he will be well ' re- 
44 ceived: if, Madam, you (hew tTie in- 
44 clofed to Atticus, he will immediately 
44 find a great likenefs between this foreign 
44 lady, and a woman that he prefers td 
•• all the worlds though (he herfelf will 
* 4 be the laft perfon that fees the referfi- 
44 blance. 

44 You, Madam, that are fo converfant 
144 in holy writ, will, at the firft view dif- 
44 cover my- theft, and, I doubt not, will 
44 approve my choice, as I am very fenfi-' 
44 ble, that you look upon the Old and New 
44 Teftament be be the moft valuable trea* 
44 /ure-you poflefc* ** My 
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< " My reafon For fixing on thfc proverb* 
" of Solomon, to take my char after of & 
" true kind lady from is* that no mart 
4< ever knew our fex fo thoroughly as he 
?* did, as no mart ever had had fa many 
46 hundred wives as his majefty, aod con-* 
" feqUently could not have fo many op* 
€< portunitie* of difcerning the feyeral foi* 
4< bles, follies, and weaknfefies ef the 
46 ladies as himfelf ; to fay nothing of his 
44 fuperiOr wifdom to all the reft of man- 
46 kind, as perhaps that would not be ad- 
4< mitted, I knowing feveral people who 
44 think themfclves much wifer than So* 
c< lomon. 

" My attempting u>draw this chara&er 
44 is the ftrongeft proof Jl can give you* 
" Madam, that I do not negleft the com* 
" mands you honoured me with when I 
44 Jeft ypu. 

46 „ But there is nothing more mortify- 
44 ing, than to write upon fubje&s that 
"put me in mind of all my faults ; and 
44 I now earneftly intreat you, Madam* 
4< that if you fee any vices in me, incon- 
44 Gftent with the virtues that I recommend* 
44 you will put me in a way to eradicate 
44 them; perhaps. I have furnifhed you 
4< with arms againft myfelf; ufe.them 
44 freely, Madam, I befeech you ; for I am 
41 very fcofible, that you can teach me how 
. i " to. 
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•♦'to fubdue every unruly pafllon, as* the 
* 4 authority of your advice and precepts 
<4 is always fupported by your own great 
•• example. 

44 Thefe few reflexions will, I bopei 
cc be freflb engagements to me to exert 
44 myfelf in the way of virtue; I fortify 
44 my reafon even againft myfelf; for t 
" am now under a neceflity of following 
44 it, or elfel expofe myfelf to the (hame 
44 of having known it, and yet been falfe 
44 to it : I do not forget a precept of yours, 
44 Madam, which is, that other peoples 
44 faults do not leffen ours, but ought 
44 to ferve as examples to deter us from 
44 them ; I therefore flatter myfelf, that 
44 the force of fafhion will have no influ* 
44 ence on my condu<5t, as I fliall never 
^ chufe to be good and virtuous only by 
44 comparifon. Your great indulgence to 
44 me all my life has encouraged me to 
44 fend you the few obfervations I enclofe, 
44 believing they will be received by 
44 you, with that condefcending goodnefs 
44 you practice to all people whofe hearts 
44 are good, though their heads are weak;, 
** and.I have the honour to be, 
Madam, 
Your moft obliged friend, and 
Faithful humble fervant, 

Cljel.ia*" 
Acha^ 
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A chara&er of a perfeft good * woman, 
and confequently a very fine lady, taken 
from the proverbs of king Solomon. 

The Character. 

TH 9 U G H this lady's form \s 
majeftick, yet her afpeft is humble; 
fhe has gentle foftnefs and tender fear v 
kinknefs is all the art (he ufes> and innate 
purity all her rouge. 

Her looks, her voice, her gefture, and 
whole behaviour is truly feminine. 

She fpends a great deal of her time in 
the -adoration of the fupreme being \ z 
goodnefs, mixed with fear of offending,, 
therefore gives a tinfture to her whole 
behaviour. 

Religion in her is a principle of reaforr 
enlivened with hope; it is an uniform and 
confident tenor of aftioa; it is drift with- 
out fcvcrity, companionate without weak- 
nefs; it is the perfeftion of- that juft beha- 
viour that proceeds from the underftand- 
ing, it is not the effeft of an eafy cortfti- 
tution. 

Happy is the man who chearful Hy- 
men has united to her ; he has nothing to- 
fear but to lofe her, and furvive her: for 

• In the eaftern language, good and great are fy- 
noounous terms* 

his 
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bis heart repofes itfelf upon her prudence, 
and finds itielf refrefhed, as a traveller's, 
fainting under the fun's fultry rays, repofes 
himfelf upon the tender grafs beneath a 
fhady tree: where (he opens her mouthy 
foft perfuafion and genuine graces flow 
from her lips; in her heart is wifdorr, 
and in her tongue the law of kindnefs * 
her hufband is diftinguifhed for the choice 
he has made ; for her price is far above 
rubies ; fhe will do him good, and not 
evil, all the days of her life ; fhe ftretch- 
eth out her hands to the poor, yea fhe 
reacheth forth her hands to the needy. 

Her body, any more than her ipmd, is 
never 1 trimmed and decked with the vain, 
gawdy ornaments of the age •, her fancy,, 
though full of life, is always retrained by 
her difcretion; but (he never appears with-, 
out good fenfe, rational piety, cnodeft 
hope, and chearful refignation; ftrength 
and honour are her clothing, and fhe fhall 
rejoice in time to come. 

Her greateft pleafure is the improve- 
ments of her childrens minds, and the 
good order of her houfhold is her greateft 
glory, which adds a luftre to her native 
beauty; her children arife up, and call 
her bjeffed; her hufband alfo, and he 
praifeth her. 

Her 
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Her hands defpife not labour, for (he is 
(killed in ail kinds of fine needle- work : 
as (he forefees things at a diftance, fo (he 
provides againft all contingencies; (he ads 
regularly, therefore (he is never in a hurry : 
it is true, (he is always employed, but 
never embarraffed, becaufe (he does every 
thing in its proper time* though the care 
6f the household is hcr's, and (he is charged 
with the burden of reproving for what is 
amifs, of refufing and fparing expence, 
things that make mod other women dif- 
liked, yet (he has acquired- the love of her 
maidens, becaufe they find not in her cither 
paffion, pride, peevilhnefs, nor ill-humour ; 
with a glance of her eye they know her 
leaning, and afe afraid to difpleafc her j 
the orders (he gives are plain * for (he coin- 
ti}aftd& nothing but what may be eafily 
performed-, and fhe reproves with mild- 
Aefs; nay, even amidft her reprehenGons,., 
ftie firids room to give encouragement to 
do better ; fhe looks well to the ways of 
her houfehokl, and eatcth not the bread of 
idlenefs. 

• Many, daughters have done virtuouflys 
but thou excelleft them all. - 

Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain v 
but a woman that faithfully difcharges her 
ft veral duties, fhe (hail be praifed. 

Give 
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Give her of the fruitof her hands, and 
lee her own works praife her in the gates 
of the land. 

This is the chara&er Clelia aims at ob- 
taining; and this, adorned as Clelia is, 
with unpremeditated graces, will, I doubt 
nor, make her hufband always continue 
the fond lover. My reafon for giving 
this chara&er as Clelia fent it is, to con- 
vince my fair readers, that it is very poflir 
ble for a philofophic foul to inhabit a 
beauteous form. Clelia believes, that her 
perfon, fortune, and youth, are no privi- 
lege againft thought and reflection: Clelia 
never laughs at wifdomj but, wuh atten- 
tion and plea lure, hears the gravity of its 
mftruftion. But, by the behaviour of the 
ladies of the prefent age, I am inclined to 
believe, that many amongft them are entire 
ftrangers to the. true chara&er of a fine 
lady, as no woman can come under that 
denomination that is not greatly good: 
let them behold what an amiable appear- 
ance, what a brilliant figure, a real good 
woman makes, who, as Pope fays upon, 
another occafion, 

Is beloved, obeyed, adored. 

And had I referred my fair country- 
women to the Bible, from whence this 

character 
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charafter was taken, I am apprehenfive it 
would have given them a great averfiort 
to it ; though I am very certain, that if 
they ftudied that valuable book more than 
they do, this chara&er would not be fo 
fcarce among us. 

Clelia likewife feat a charafter of a 
modern fine lady, taken from a view of 
the town j I confefs the portrait is very 
like the original j but the whole appear- 
ance of this lady is fo odious, fo fright- 
fully ugly* that I believed it would be 
difpleafing to many of my fair readers to 
behold it* 

Indeed, if a foreigner was to fee - this ' 
chara&er, as it is too notorious to all the 
world that we have for a long time had 
very little religion left among us, he 
would think we were now a nation of 
heathens, and, like fome of the Indians, 
worfhipped goddefles, who were evil fpi- 
xits. 

1 hope my readers will pardon this di- 
greffion, as I promife not to offend in this 
way again j and I how return to my hi- 
ftory, and am to acquaint them, that 
Atticus and Cornelia live all the year at 
his feat in the country: Atticus is crowned 
with true glory % he therefore looks' oft 
grandeur with contempt ; removed from 
all the anxieties of an ambitious life, he 

wifely 
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Vilely confiders fortune (elk at a dear fate 
her favours to bafty and impatient men § 
fecure of himielf, no trifles can deprefs his 
foul, or binder her from foaring above the 
common accidents of life; bis wxfties are 
how confined to a few particular friends, 
feleded for their great virtues from the 
whole of his acquaintance* and he hopes 
to pais the remainder of his days in retire- 
ment, a friend to all mankind. 

For, to love tbe publick, to ftudy uni- 
Verfalgood, and to promote the intereft of 
the whole world, as far as lies in our power* 
is furely the height of human glory, as it 
makes that temper which we call divine* 

Atticus keeps a constant table, and by 
that means avoids all expenfive entertain- 
ments: Atticus and Cornelia are never 
without company; for they have a very 
agreeable neighbourhood * and the whole 
county is fond of them. 

Atticus's houfe is in the modern tafte* 
large, convenient, and' quite equal to his 
fortune-, and yet he has carefully avoided 
the folly or madnefs, fori know not which 
to call ir> of the prefent age, in running 
out his eftate to decorate his houfe: no; 
Atticus has followed Cicero's advice to 
his friend, where he tells him, that every 
wife owner fhould be an ornament to his 
houfe, and not the. houfe an. ornament to 
the owner. The 
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The gardens indeed are laid out in the 
tttoft elegant manner imaginable-, and are 
Very large* perhaps this was an indulgence 
that Atticus thought was due to Cornelia, 
Who is remarkably fond of a fine garden. 
The fituation is by nature very delight* 
jfui, and through a very fine wood, which 
in winter is a fence from ftormy blafts, 
and in fummer from fcorcWng fun. At- 
ticus has opened feveral viftoes to extend 
his profpeft ; one difcovers a (lately pa- 
lace, built for pride and luxury* which 
ferves to terminate his view ; a fecond 
prefents a paftoral fcenc* where innocent 
fhepherds are tending their fleecing care) 
another (hows a beautiful river, which in 
wild meanders -gently fteals through the 
fertile meadows ; in onfe part of this gar- 
den there is a grotto, made in imitation 
of that where Calypfo detained the wife 
Ulyfles ; then by an eafy affent you entet 4 
a covered walk* which leads you to a fpa- 
cious plain ; in the midft of which there 
is a temple built in the Egyptian manner, 
and adorned with paintings by the beft 
hands; from this you gradually defcend 
into a wildernefs of flowering fhrubs, which 
is very large 3 and at laft ends in a cave, 
like that renowned of old Which taught 
wifdom ; but indeed the beauties of this 
garden are fo many, and fo various, that 
% a more 
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ft mdre particular defcription, I fear; 
would only tire my readers * I (hall haften 
therefore to acquaint them, that a little 
while ago, as Atticus, Cornelia* and a 
very large party of gentlemen and ladies* 
were fitting in the grotto before- mention- 
ed, the converfation turned on the poet 
Milton ; Cleander, who I have before 
named as the fon of a particular friend 
of Atticus, and who is a profeffed admi- 
rer of our Englifh bard, quoted fome of 
his lines \ the book was immediately 
called for; and Clelia faid with a fmile, 
fhe would have the honour of prefenting 
that great man to the company, and im- 
mediately rofe up to fetch it ; at her re- 
turn, when fhe was at a diftance, one of 
the gentlemen faid, here comes Clelia, 
like the *ever-blooming Hebe , to which 
Cleander anfwered in the words of an 
ingenious gentleman before quoted, but 
with the emphafis of a lover ; 

Her form the beauties of her mind ex- 

prefs'd , 
Her mind is beauty, by the Graces drefsy. 

Clelia, continued Cleander, 

Unknowing of her power* with artlefs 
Innocence fubdues the moft rebellious 
hearts f 

the 
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The manner of Oleander's pronouncing 
thefe words opened Cornelia's eyes % and 
the next morning he defired a private au- 
dience of Atticus in his library, and there 
made a formal declaration of his paflion 
for the engaging CieJia. 

This excellent young man is now about 
twenty-eight years old, tho' he doth hot 
appear to be more than of age. By the 
bounty of nature, and the advantages of 
a liberal education, he is now matter of 
every genteel and polite accomplilhment 5 
his perfon is juftly proportioned, and 
finely turned ; his ftature is tall, his 
complexion fair, but healthy 5 his fea- % 
tures exadtly regular, his eyes hazle, ex*- 
preffing the greateft fweetnefs and uncom- 
mon delicacy, but without the leaft tinc- 
ture of effeminacy. 

His wit is lively, chearful* innocent* 
complaifant, and unaffected. His learn- 
ing is univerfal, deep, and ufefut; his 
. temper is open, fincere, humane, be- 
nificcnr, placid, and affe&i6nate. He 
is virtuous by inclination, for all his paf- 
fions obey his reafon, and are conduced 
by the ftri&eft rules of honour and dis- 
cretion. 

: Clcaoder's father wa& the younger bro- 
ther of a baronet^ of an ancient family. 

Vol. II. M The 



The baronet had .a. clear eftate of four 
thoufand pound* per annum* but Olean- 
der's father had only* a younger child ? s 
fortune, which was fifteen thoufand 
pounds •, he was brought up a merchant, 
and had only one fon* thi&Glcaader I now 
mention, and a daughter. As this gen- 
tleman w>as very fuc£efsful in trade, and 
fpund Gleander was a youth of a promis- 
ing genius, fo he gave htm a very liberal 
education; and when Gleander left the 
univerfity, his father, upon. a. calculation* 
of his aftaire, believing himfedf to be 
worth an* hundred thoufand pounds, fent 
Oleander to travel under the: care and; in- 
fpedtion of a truly worthy man, who was 
not only a very learned and pious divine,. 
hut in .every, J$fpe6fc a finhhed fine gentle- 
man. Under this great man, Cleandcr re- 
ceived all the imprbvemient that his friends 
could wifh, or indeed, that a natural 
fine underftanding could make ; and hav- 
ing finiihed his travels, Ckander was now 
upon his return to England* when he re- 
ceived an account, that his father had had 
fome very> great anc} unforeseen lofles in 
trade-, and as he! iWended.to carry on bu- 
finefs no longer than his fon Cleander re- 
turned home, fo he had been calling in 
his moneyed feveral , debts, in-order to 

fettle 
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•fettle his affaitfs * arid that two of his^cof- 
rcfpondents -were gone off with very large 
funis of his money in their hands. This was 
a blow few young men could have receiv- 
ed in the manner that Cleander did 5 the 
only cffeft it feemed to have upon him 
-was, to make him impatient to offer hrs 
father all the correlation in his power ; 
bat alas, thfe was denied him, for the 
good old man, unable- to bear this ftrofce 
of fortune, had clofedhis eyes for ever be- 
fore his fon Cleander -could arrive. 

Sot he had the Wppifrefs to afford his 
mother great ebnfelatton* for he Vfas to 
her at oncfc forth th« indulgem hulband, 
«nd the «0ft drtifiri fen % -as itic wis 
a perfect good woman, fohewaAsftudlou^ 
to prevent all "hcfrVifties, for He w«s no 
ftranger to 4ier great merit-, and Cleai> 
•derfs chief atabftkm feemed to be in ren- 
dering «o her every kind office (hat could 
•poflibly mtfkeher life ea^r and agreeable 9 : 
ihe furvived his father about three years ; 
and if the bieffing of a mother dan in 
this licentious age be thought of any effi- 
cacy, Cleander now enjoy s ft to the fall* 
as to his fifter, who irthen^ed all the Aim- 
ing virtuels of his fatnily, rfrid to whom 
Oleander had t)een a parent fa the trueft 
fenfe, fatse deprived him of her juft as (he 
M 2 was 
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was upon the point of marriage to a very 
. worthy man, and to whom Cleander had 
moft gencroufiy engaged to give a hand- 
fome fortune out oThis own acquifuion. 

For Cleander, as I have before obferv- 
cd, was left young entirely to his own ma- 
nagement, and upon a nice infpedhon in- 
to bis affairs, he found, that out of his fa- 
ther's once large fortune, there did not 
now remain much above fix hundred 
pounds a year ; this was too little for his 
great foul, who refle&ed he had a mother 
.and a lifter, who very juftly called on htm 
for affiftance ; and who till now had paf- 
fed their lives in affluence and eafe, and 
were therefore to. him meritorious obje&s* 
ofcompaffion. 

Befides all this, he did not think if he 
had enjoyed the whole of this little eftate, 
that it was fufftcient to fupport him in idle- 
nefs and pleafure j he therefore immediate- 
ly applied himfclf $o bufinefs with the ut- 
moft induftry •, and by merchandize, he 
in a few years made his fortune. double; 
for Cleander has held in the utmoft fcora 
and deteftation all thofe little arts in trade 
.which too many people practice. He is 
by this means every where admired, as 
every body chufes to deal with a man of 
his integrity. His trade, when he quitted 

bufinefs > 
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tnifme&r was become fo extended, that ih 
a few years he muft have acquired an im- 
-menfe fortune. Thus have we fcen this 
young man thrown frt>m the heighth of 
profperity, though intfce heyday of his 
blood, as Shakefpear hks it, yet a I ways equal 
Jto hiinfctf j for ft<& atfriUrmur,* firigfe com- 
plaint again ft providente ever efcaped his 
lips: educated to enjoy a fortune; buc 
under a neoeffity to raife one $ which 
' makes me fay, with itty favourite poet, 4 

Teach me, like thee, in various nature wift* 
To fall with dignity, with temper rife* 
Jorm'd by thy converfe happily to fteer, : 
From grave to gay, from lively to feverc; 
Correft with fpirit, eloquent with eafe, 
Intent to reafon, or polite to pleafe. 

But I muft now return to the baronet I 
before mentioned* unde to Cleander: 
this gentleman was a compleat mifer * he 
never married for fear or *expence, and 
lived in a little lodging with one fcrvant, 
whom healmoft ftarvedaswell as him- 
fclf 5 the profits of his eftatfe he continually, 
laid out in purchafmg more 'hrnd; fo that, 
for fome time before his deaths his pater-* 
nal eftate was increafed tbupwards of feven 
thoufand pounds a year, and hefpent not 
quite one hundred; Jicdartd nofrmake his 
M 3 will, 



wil), becaufe it w.ould put htm Jh tninS 
he muft one day leave his dearly beloved 
pelf: this miferable being was now de- 
limited, and the title and eftate was de- 
fended to Cleander ; he only ftayed to 
take poffeffion, and befpeak his mourning; 
and then came poft to Atticus's villa; but 
he did not acquaint him, Cornelia, nor 
Clelia, with this fortunate turn in his af- 
fairs till the morning that I have before 
mentioned, when he begged to know of 
Atticus and Cornelia if he might be per- 
mitted to make his addreffes to the lovely 
maid; he faid, he i)ow came to lay his life 
and fortune at her feet, and fhould be 
compleatly happy if his paffion met with 
their approbation ; for though he long had 
loved her to excefs, he never had prefumed 
to difclofe it to her, nor fhould not, even 
now, let the confequence to himfelf be what 
it would, if they difapproved of it; but my 
readers will believe this was too advanta- 
geous an offer for Clelia, to be refufed by 
Atticus and Cornelia; and Cleander is 
now, with their approbation, endeavour- 
ing to make his addrefies and himfelf agree- 
able to Clelia. 

And as (he has been long fenfible 
of his uncommon, merit, fo that, with 
a woman of her way of thinking, will 

have 
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•have goeat weight ; ancj'l ddubt not hut in 
< a little time we fhall fee Oleagder com- 
.pleatly bfefled with his much admired and 
truly deferring Clelia, - 

I think I have nothing now to do, but 
ronce more to afk pardon of the publick, 
for pre fuming to lay fo triffing a wort 
before them; all I have to offer in my 
own defence is the goodnefs of my intenr 
tion : it is true, I have told my fair coun- 
trywomen fome difagreqable truths * but 
then I have, like a fkilful phyfician, en* 
deavoured to make the medicine as palata- 
ble as poflible* and it would be injuring 
my fair countrywomen, nqt to believe 
that they will be my advocates, from a 
principle of gratitude, for bringing them 
acquainted with the amiable Portia, who 
.was pofleffed of the whole fecret of the 
grand cofmetick, or a fyftem of true 
beiauty-, and indeed, my chief defign, in 
publishing thefe (beets, is to infpire an 
emulation into my fair readers to imitate 
Portia's character, which I once more 
allure them is talceh from real life. 

But, if I fliould be fo very unfortunate 
to have the town behold this firftEffay of 
my genius with unfavourable eyes, I pro- 
mife never more to bertroublefome, as I 
have always been of the opinion, that, in 

works 



fworJds of this kind, the author U too near 
-bimfelf to judge impartially* 7 fe]f»love 
.quite blind* us * and to fee our Faults ip 
the right light, we mud yicw them with 
she fiun? ty** that we daocher peoples. 
. But if, oil the contrary, she goocUnatui* 
of my readers ftioulcj incline them to can- 
dour and indulgence, it Would then be ah 
encouragement for Cornelia to prefent 
them with the hiftory of Cleander and the 
blooming Clclia. 
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